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S  h.YK,  Willi' a-m 
DESCRIPTION 

O  F 

EAST-FLORIDA, 

WITH      A 

JOURNAL, 

KEPT      B   V 

John    Bartram    of   Philadelphia, 

Botanist   to  His   MAJESTY 


FOR 


The    FLORIDAS; 


UPON 


A  Journey  from  St. Augustine  up  the  River  S  t.  J  o  h  n  '  s, 

as  far  as  the  Lakes. 

With  Ex  PL  AN  A  TORY  Botanical  NOTES.  ^ 

lUuftrated  with  an  accurate  Map  of  East-Florida,  and  two  Plans  ;  one  of 
St.  Augustine,   and  the  other  of  the  Bay  of  Espiritu  Santo. 


The   THIRD   EDITION,    much  enlarged  and  improved. 


Hie  Segetes,  illic  vcniunt  feliciusUvae 
Arborei  Fruilus  alibi,  atque  injufla  virefcunt 
Gramina.     Nonne  vides  croceos  ut  Tmolus  Odores, 
India  mittit  Ebur,  molles  fua  Thura  Sabaei  ? 

ViRG.  Georg. 


LONDON: 

Sold  by  W.  NicoLL,  atN".  51,  Sr.  Paul's  Church  Yard  ;  and  T.  Jefferies, 

at  Cha^ng-Crofs,  Geographer  to  his  Majefty. 

''M  DCC  LXIXT 


o 


T  O 

The  Most  Honourable 

CHARLES 

Marqjjis    of   Rockingham, 

First     LORD    of    the    Treasury, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

M  Y     L  O  R  D, 

S  the  commercial  interefts  of  Great-Britain  are 
weighed  by  your  Lordfhip  daily,  in  order  to  be 
promoted,  and  a  thorough  knowledge  of  his  Majefty's 
foreign  dominions  is  fought  after,  with  a  view  to  the  pub- 
lic fervice,  I  flatter  myfelf,  that  an  account  of  a  new 
colony,  whereof  none  hath  as  yet  been  publifhed,  will 
have  the  honour  of  meeting  with  your  Lordfhip's  appro- 
bation. 

During  my  refidence  in  Eaft- Florida,  I  endeavoured  to 
acquire  a  knowledge  of  that  country  :  I  made  myfelf  ac^ 
qqainted,  as  far  as  my  flay  would  permit,  vi^ith  its  foil 
and  navigable  rivers,  its  climate  and  natural  productions : 
I  can  affure  your  Lordfhip,  my  purfuit  was  made  agreeable 
by  the  fatisfad:ory  evidences  I  found,  both  of  the  goodnefs 
of  the  foil,  and  the  healthinefs  of  the  climate* 

In 


DEDICATION. 

In  Its  climate  it  has  the  advantage  of  South-Carolina 
and  Georgia ;  and  from  being  nearer  the  fun  than  thofe 
colonies,  will,  probably,  be  found  fuperior  to  them  in  the 
produce  of  rice,  indigo,  filk,  cotton,  &c.  If  I  am  par- 
tial to  E  aft-Florid  a,  it  is  not  for  want  of  knowing  other 
countries,  either  in  Europe  or  America,  for  I  have  com- 
pared it  with  them.  I  even  fufpe^t  myfelf  the  lefs  of  this 
foible,  becaufe  other  gentlemen,  who  know  the  country, 
rate  the  advantages  to  be  expelled  from  it  higher  than 
I  do. 

My  view  in  publiQiing  the  following  fheets,  is  to  give 
Great-Britain  the  benefit  that  will  arife  from  affifting  this 
infant  colony  ;  and  they  are  infcribed  to  your  Lordfhip, 
becaufe  whatever  is  intended  for  fo  good  a  purpofe,  can- 
not fail  of  meeting  with  your  Lordfhip's  approbation.  I 
am,  with  the  greateft  refpedt, 

My   Lord, 

Your  Lordfhip's  mofl:  humble 
and  moft  obedient  fervant, 

WILLIAM    STORK. 


INTRODUCTION. 


WHEN  any  new  matter  is  laid  before  the  public,  there  is  no 
doubt  but  its  reception  will  always  depend  not  only  upon 
the  real  merit  of  what  is  propofed,  but  alfo  upon  the  prepoffeffions 
already  entertained  upon  the  Tubjedl.  The  author  of  the  following 
account  of  Eaft-Florida,  cannot  but  be  fenfible,  how  much  his  de- 
lign,  to  make  the  nation  acquainted  with  that  country,  hath  been  dif- 
couraged,  by  the  prejudices  prevailing  againft  it.  The  real  truth  is, 
that  the  peninfula  of  Florida  is  a  country  very  little  known  in  Europe  : 
even  the  Spaniards,  who  from  indolence,  and  a  fear  of  the  I'^'lians, 
feldom  ventured  beyond  the  lines  of  St.  Auguftine,  made  themfelves 
but  little  acquainted  with  it.  Its  broad  fandy  beach  has  a  difadvan- 
tageous  appearance  to  fhips  failing  near  the  coaft  j  and  mariners  have 
for  this  reafon,  frequently  reprefented  it  as  barren  and  ufelefs.  The 
feveral  concurrent  accounts  of  the  unhealthinefs  and  infertility  of  Weft- 
Florida,  whether  true  or  falfe,  have  had  no  little  effedt  in  creating  an 
opinion,  that  the  whole  of  Florida  ceded  to  Great-Britain,  is  little 
better  than  a  fandy  defert.  Prejudices  once  entertained,  cannot  eafily 
be  overcome  ;  the  lights  neceffary  to  remove  them  mufl  be  flrong  in 
order  to  be  convincing. 

My  defign  is  not  only  to  draw  the  attention  of  adminiftration  to  an 
objeft  of  great  national  importance  ;  but  alfo  to  point  out  to  men  of 
fenfe  and  enterprife,  whofe  fortunes   will   not  enable  them  to   live 

b  comfortably 
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comfortably  in  England,  the  advantage  they  may  derive  from  becom- 
ing proprietors  of  lands,  by  gift  of  the  crown  in  Eafl-Florida,  where 
the  climate  is  much  better,  and  the  productions  nearly  as  valuable  as 
in  the  iilands  of  the  Weft-Indies. 

The  importance  of  Eaft-Florida,  in  a  national  view,  depends  upon 
two  grounds ;  firfl,  its  fertility  in  producing  fuch  articles  of  com- 
merce as  will  be  beneficial  to  Great-Britain  j  fecondly,  upon  its  con- 
venience, from  its  fituation  and  other  circumftances,  to  carry  on  a 
beneficial  commerce  with  the  Spanifli  fettlements  in  time  of  peace- 
and  to  intercept  their  trade,  and  cut  off  their  communication  with. 
Europe  in  time  of  vvar» 

As  to  the  fertility  of  Eaft-Florida  ;  Without  entering  into  the  detail 
of  its  productions,  which  fhall  bereferved  for  the  body  of  the  work  ; 
I  here  propofe  only  to  make  fome  general  remarks  with  reference  to 
this  head  ;  and  mud  intreat  the  reader  for  a  while  to  fufpend  his  opi- 
nion, and  not   take  it  implicitly  for  granted,  that  that  part  of  North- 
America,    at  prefent  [o  little  known,    which   lies    to   the  fouth  of 
Georgia,  differs  in  its  foil  from  the  reft  of  the  continent;  or  is  unfit 
for  fuch  produdions,  as  correfpond  with  the   nature   of  its  climate,. 
North  as  well  as  South  America,  may  be  divided  into  three  regions  •. 
the  Flats,    the  Highlands,  and  the  Mountains..     The  Flats,  in  the 
Indian  language  termed  Ahkynt,    is  the  territory    lying  between  the 
eaftern  coaft,  and  the  falls  of  the  great  rivers  that  run  into  the  At'.antick 
ocean,  in  exient  generally  taken  about  ninety  miles.     The  highlands,. 
in  Indian  called  Ahkontfliuck,  begin  at  thofe  falls,  and  terminate  at  the 
foot  of  the  great  ridge  of  mountains  that  runs  through  the  midft  of 
that  continent    north-eaft,    and  fouth-weft,  called   by  the  Spaniards 
Apalatei,  from  the  nation  Apalakin,  and  by  the  Indians  P^Bmotinck  . 
they  lie  nearly  parallel  to  the  Atlantick  fea  coaft.     The  flats  from  the 

ranknefs 


ranknefs  of  the  foil,  the  fait  molflure  of  the  air,  the  daily  difcovery  of 
fifh  (hells  three  fathom  deep  in  the  earth,  bear  ilrong  marks  of  having 
been  at  one  time  covered  v/ith  the  fea,  and  a  firm  perfuafion  of  it 
prevails  amongft  the  Indians ;  for  which  they  refer  to  the  tradition  of 
their  anceftors.  The  highlands  in  the  very  fame  latitudes  with  the 
flat  country,  are  notvvithftanding  happier  in  a  more  healthy  and  tempe- 
rate air,  and  in  the  opinion  of  the  celebrated  William  Penn,  have  no 
lefs  advantage  in  thefertility  of  their  foil. 

The  Apalachian  mountains,  called  in  Indian  Pffimotlnck,  or  the 
origin  of  the  Indians,  are  for  the  mod  part  barren  rocks,  and  deferted. 
by  all  living  creatures  but  bears  and  other  wild  beafts  that  cave  in  the 
hollow  cliffs.- 

In  North- America  we  find  every  fort  of  climate  ;  and  in  one  part  or 
other  it  is  capable  of  .yielding  every  valuable  production.  If  it  be  afk- 
ed,  which  part  of  that  continent  is  the  beft,  the  queftion  is  too  general 
to  receive  a  determinate  anfwer.  We  know  indeed,  that  the  foil  of 
Newfoundland  is,  from  the  nature  of  the  climate,  incapable  of  yield- 
ing a  produce  equally  valuable  with  cotton,  indigo,  or  fugar.  We 
may  go  further,  and  for  the  European  trade,  without  difficulty,  pre- 
fer the  climate  of  Carolina  and  Georgia,  to  that  of  Canada  or  Nova- 
Scotia. 

If  we  take  a  view  of  America,  or  even  of  the  globe  of  the  earth,  we 
fhall  find  the  northern  climates,  which  are  often  agreeable  to  live  in, 
are  the  leaft  adapted  to  the  purpofes  of  trade  with  Europe  ;  where  the 
climate  being  of  the  fame  nature,  on  courfe  yields  fimilar  prodadlions. 
We  fhall  fee  this  more  clearly  by  comparing  the  produce  of  the  tv/ofmall 
iilands  of  St.Chriflopher,  and  Rhode-lfland,  both  of  them  well  fettled, 
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and  well  cultivated  j  both  fertile,  and  almoft  of  the  fame  fize  j  yet  in 
a  commercial  light  no  two  places  can  be  more  different,  the  exports  of 
St.  Kit's  are  of  very  great  value  J  the  exports  of  Rhode-Iiland  are  toa 
inconfiderable  to  be  mentioned.  If  the  caufe  of  this  difference  is 
fought  after,  it  need  only  be  obferved,  that  Rhode-Iiland  lies  in  the 
temperate  latitude  of  41,  and  that  St.  Kit's  is  within  17  degrees  of  the 
line.  The  conveniences  of  life  are  to  be  had  in  Rhode-llland,  but  if 
we  are  in  fearch  of  articles  of  commerce,  we  mufl  approach  nearer  to 
the  Weft-Indies. 

Upon  the  continent  of  America  we  cannot  but  be  fenfible  that  the 
fouthern  colonies,  though  the  lateft  fettled,  and  therefore  the  fartheft 
from  the  heft  ftate  of  cultivation,  yield  more  valuable  articles  of  trade,, 
and  (the  number  of  inhabitants  confidered)  greatly  furpafs  the  north- 
ern in  the  amount  of  their  exports. 

The  colony  of  Georgia,  from  being  a  barrier  province,  from  the 
ill-judged  regulations  on  its  firfl  eflablifhment,  and  other  circumflan-^ 
ces,  had,  when  firfl:  fettled,  many  difidvantages  to  flruggle  with  j  vet 
the  rapid  increafe  lately  made  in  its  exports,  affords  fufficient  proof  that 
its  climate  is  adapted  to  the  purpofes,  both  of  European  and  American 
commerce  J  and  fit  for  rice,  filk,  and  indigo;  which,  fugar  excepted, 
confl:itute  the  mofl:  valuable  articles  of  trade. 

In  New-England,  to  fay  nothing  of  Canada  and  Nova-Scotia,  where 
the  winters  are  ftill  more  fevere,  the  earth  is  covered  with  fnow  at  leafl: 
three  months  in  the  year  ;  the  rigour  of  the  climate  puts  an  end  to  all 
vegetation  ;  the  beafts  of  the  field  require  to  be  flieltered  from  the  in- 
clemencies of  the  weather,  and  to  be  fuflained  with  fodder,  laid  by  in 
fummer  :  even  the  laborious  hand  of  induftry  is  in  this  feafon  of  the 
year  often  defl:itute  of  all  ufeful  employment.     - 

During 
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During  the  fame  period,  the  vegetation  in  Carolina  and  Georgia 
affords  fufficient  food  for  cattle  ;  no  flicker  is  required  for  them  j  the 
lakes  and  rivers  are  not  frozen,  and  the  garden  vegetables  contribute 
greatly  to  make  a  plenty  of  fuflenance. 

If  we  carry  the  eye  along  the  eaftern  coaft  of  North-America,  from 
Hudfon's-bay,  down  to  the  iiland  of  Cuba  ;  which  lies  a  little  to  the 
fouth  of  the  Cape  of  Florida,  as  we  draw  nearer  the  fun,  the  commer- 
cial produftions  not  only  abound  more,  but  are  found  to  be  of  a  fupe- 
rior  quality,  and  of  more  intrinlick  worth.  It  is  not  only  in  fugar  and 
rndigo,  that  Cuba  furpaffes  all  the  Englifh  fettlements,  lying  to  the 
north,  but  in  every  other  produdion,  that  depends  upon  the  powers  of 
the  fun.  And  in  this  refpedt,  as  well  as  in  the  falubrity  of  the  air, 
Eart;  Florida  hath  the  advantage  of  Carolina  and  Georgia,  as  muck 
as  Cuba  hath  the  advantage  of  Eaft-Florida. 

I  have  dwelt  the  longer  on  this  comparifon  of  northern  with  the 
fouthern  colonies,  in  order  that  by  (hewing  the  real  fuperiority  of  the 
latter  in  a  commercial  view  no  furprize  may  be  entertained  at  the  favour- 
able reprefentation  given  of  the  peninfula  of  Florida, 

In  order  to  Judge  of  the  produce  to  be  expedled  from  a  frefh  foil, 
well  fupplied  with  navigable  rivers,  in  the  climate  of  Eaft-FIorida,  let 
us  confider  the  reft  of  the  globe,  lying  in  the  CRmQ  latitudes,  and  we 
find  Egypt,  Arabia  Felix,  Perfia,  India,  China,  and  Japan  ;  of  which 
China  is  the  only  country,  that  has  a  tolerable  government;  yet  it 
muft  be  acknowledged,  that  all  of  them  are,  or  have  been,  famous 
for  their  riches  and  fertility.  When  we  fpeak,  as  it  were,  proverbi- 
ally, of  the  riches  of  the  eaft,  we  allude  to  the  very  countries  that 
have  been  mentioned.' 
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As  to  the  fituation  of  Florida,  with  regard  to  the  Spanlfh  trade,  It 
need  only  be  obfcrved,  that  the  Spaniards  are  too  lazy  to  fupply  them- 
felves  even  with  neceffaries ;  that  the  Havannah,  one  of  their  richeft 
ports,  is  only  a  few  days  fail  from  St.  Auguftine,  and  of  courfe,  is 
much  nearer  to  the  capes  of  Florida,  which  lie  diredly  oppofite  to  that 
celebrated  harbour.  The  trade  winds  that  perpetually  blow  within 
the  tropics,  from  eaft  to  weft,  render  the  communication  betwixt  the 
Havannah  and  St.  Auguftine  always  eafy,  as  they  lie,  in  refped  to  each 
other,  north  and  fouth. 

As  to  the  fituation  of  Eaft-Florida,  for  the  purpofe  of  furprizing  the 
Spanifti  ftiips  in  time  of  war  :  the  trade  winds  oblige  the  regifter  fhips 
and  galleons  from  Carthagena,  Porto-Bello,  and  Vera  Cruz,  the  rich 
cargoes  whereof  are  very  well  known,  to  return  to  Europe  through  the 
gulph  of  Florida,  and  to  call  at  the  port  of  the  Havannah,  in  their 
way  to  Old  Spain.  The  ftrong  current  that  conftantly  runs  weftward, 
between  the  Bahama  iflands  and  Cuba,  right  into  the  gulph  of  Mex- 
ico, as  well  as  the  trade  winds,  blowing  the  fame  way,  greatly  em- 
barrafs  the  Spanifli  regifter  fhips  that  encounter  both  in  their  paiTage 
homewards  from  theSpanifh  main,  and  are  thereby  unavoidably  expofed 
to  the  enterpriz.s  of  an  enemy.  When  veffels,  in  their  way  to  Europe, 
doable  the  capes  of  Florida,  tliey  are  under  a  neceility  of  keeping  near 
to  the  fliore,  in  order  to  take  the  benefit  of  the  eddies  and  land 
breezes,  V/hen  they  have  got  round  the  capes,  and  fall  into  the 
ftream  of  the  gulph  of  Florida,  they  are  carried  forcibly  to  the  north- 
wards by  the  ftrengih  of  that  noted  current.  A  few  ftiips  of  force  may 
eafily  take  every  loaded  veftel  on  its  way  through  this  confined  ftrait, 
which  is  about  60  miles  wide,  and  fomswhat  more  than  200  miles 
long  ;  and  affords  to  fliips  pafling  through  it,  but  little  choice  In  the 
line  of  their  navigation.  3 
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It  IS  eafy  to  difcern  the  utility  of  a  fortified  harbour  at  the  capes ;  h 
would  contribute  not  a  little,  to  fecure  the  command  of  the  gulph  of 
Mexico,  as  well  as  Florida  ;  the  importance  whereof,  I  need  not  en- 
large upon. 

I  have  infenfibly  run  to  a  greater  length  in  this  introducftion  than  I 
intended.  In  eftimating  the  value  of  Eaft- Florida,  I  have  sccounted 
upon  what  it  will  be  when  fettled,  rather  than  upon  what  it  now  is. 
Its  climate  and  productions  will  make  it  a  favourite  colony,  and  its 
neighbourhood  to  the  Spanifli  dominions  an  important  one. 

I  will  conclude  this  introduction  with  laying  before  the  reader  part 
of  Governor  Grant's  proclamation  publiflied  at  St.  Auguftine  the  7th 
of  Odtober,  1767,  becaafe  this  proclamation  maybe  confidered  as  the 
Gompendium  or  fhort  contents  of  the  account  I  have  given  of  the. 
country. 

Extradl  of  a   proclamation,    by  his  excellency  James   Grant,    Efqj 
governor  of  Eaft-Florida.. 

"  And  whereas  it  may  greatly  contribute  to  the  fpeedy  fettlini^  of 
this  his  majefty's  province,  to  inform  all  perfons  of  the  healthinefs,  foil, 
and  produdions  thereof ;  I  do,  in  this  proclamation  further  publiHi, 
and  make  known,  that  the  former  inhabitants  lived  to  great  ages  •  his 
majefty's  troops,  lince  their  taking  poffeffion  of  it,  have  enjoyed  an 
uninterrupted  ftate  of  good  healh:  fevers,  which  are  fo  comajon 
during  the  autumn,  in  other  parts  of  America,  are  unknown  here. 
The  winter  is  fo  remark^ibly  temperate,  that  vegetables  of  all  kinds 
are  raifed  during  that  feafun  without  any  art. 
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The  foil  on  the  coafl:  is  In  general  fandy,  but  productive  with  pro- 
per cultivation.  The  lands  are  rich  and  fertile  in  the  interior  parts  of 
the  province,  and  on  the  fides  of  the  rivers,  which  are  numerous. 
Fruits  and  grains  may  be  raifed  with  little  labour  :  the  late  inhabitants 
had  ofien  two  crops  of  Indian  corn  in  one  year,  and  the  breeder  here 
will  be  under  no  neceffity  of  laying  up  fodder  for  the  winter  ;  for  there 
is  at  all  times  fufRcient  quantity  of  pafture  to  maintain  his  cattle. 

The  indigo  plant  remains  unhurt  for  feveral  years,  and  may  be  cut 
four  times  in  a  feafon.  Wild  indigo  is  found  here  in  great  abandance  j 
which,  with  proper  cultivation,  is  efteemed  in  the  French  ifl^nds  to  be 
the  beft. 

From  the  great  luxuriancy  of  all  the  Weft-Indian  weeds,  found  in 
the  fouthern  part  of  this  province,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  but  that  all 
the  fruits  and  produdtions  of  the  Weft-Indies  may  be  raifed  here  ; 
though  either  from  want  of  induftry  of  the  late  inhabitants,  or  from 
the  frequent  interruptions  they  met  with  from  the  Indians,  no  im- 
provements of  that  kind  were  ever  attempted.  Oranges,  limes,  lemons, 
and  other  fruits,  grow  fpontaneouily  over  the  country. 

This  province  abounds  with  mahogany,  and  all  kind  of  lumber,  fit 
for  tranfportation,  or  fliip  building  ;  and  the  conveyance  of  the  com- 
modities, or  produdions  hereof,  will  be  attended  with  little  expence, 
as  there  is  water-carriage  every  where." 


A  DE- 


DESCRIPTION 

O  F 

EAST-FLORIDA, 


CHAP.       I. 
CLIMATE  and  SITUATION. 

TH  E  fituation  of  Eafl:- Florida,  upon  the  Globe  of  the  Earth  will  be 
the  beft  underftood  by  having  recourfe  to  a  map  of  America,  where 
its  northern  boundary  is  feen  in  latitude  30.  47.  at  St.  Mary's  River,  and  its 
fouthern  point  in  latitude  25,  where  the  peninfula  terminates  in  the  gulph  of 
Mexico,  by  which  it  is  alfo  bounded  on  the  wefl:,  and  by  the  atlantick 
ocean,  and  the  flrait  of  Florida  on  the  taft.  Its  length  from  north  to  fouth  is 
350  miles,  its  breadth  is  various,  and  diminifhes  from  240  miles  at  St.  Mary's 
River,  to  lefs  than  half  that  diameter  when  you  approach  the  cape  j  the  whole 
contents  amounting  to  upwards  of  12  millions  of  acres,  which  is  about  the 
fize  of  Ireland. 

The  fituation  of  Eaft-Florida,  in  the  fouthern  part  of  the  temperate  zone, 
between  two  feas,  the  great  atlantick  ocean,  and  the  bay  of  Mexico,  appears 
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to  be  the  natural  caiife  of  tne  goodnefs  of  i;s  climate  ;  for  as  on  the  one  hand, 
a  foiichern  latitude  exemp.s  it  from  all  the  inconveniences  of  extreme  cold,  fo 
a  maritime  f)tuati;.n,  and  its  lying  within  the  courfe  of  the  fea-brecze  that 
daily  blows  acrofs  the  peninfula,  is  the  caufe  that  the  heat  of  the  fun  in  fnm- 
mer  is  mitigated  by  the  frefhnefs  of  the  fea  air,  which  in  a  hot  climate  is  much 
more  falutary  than  the  air  of  an  extended  continent. 

Al!  America  to  the  north  of  the  river  Potomak,  is  greatly  Incommoded  by 
the  feverities  of  the  weather  for  two  or  three  months  in  the  winter  :  In  Eaft- 
Florlda  there, is  indeed  a  change  of  the  feafons,  but  it  is  a  moderate  one;  in 
November  and  December  many  trees  lofe  their  leaves,  vegetation  goes  on 
flowly,  and  the  winter  is  perceived.  In  the  northern  parts  of  the  province  a 
froft  happened  lad  winter  ;  which  injured  the  fugar-canes  at  Auguftine,  btit 
did  no  hurt  to  thofe  planted  at  the  Mufquito  inlet,  about  fifty  miles 
to  the  fouthward.  I  do  not  find  upon  enquiry,  that  fnow  has  ever 
been  feen  there  ;  the  winters  are  fo  mild,  that  the  Spaniaids  at  Auguftine  had 
neither  chimneys  in  their  houfes,  nor  glafs  windows.  The  tender  plants  of 
the  Weft  Indies  ufually  remain  unhurt  during  the  winter,,  in  the  gardens  o£ 
St.  Auguftine. 

The  fogs  and  dark  gloomy  weather,  fo  common  in  England,  are  unknown 
in  this  country.  At  the  equinoxes,  efpecially  the  autumnal,  the  rains  fall 
heavily,  everyday,  betwixt  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  four  in  the 
afternoon,  for  fome  weeks  together  ;  when  a  fiiower  is  over,  the  fky  does 
not  continue  cloudy,  but  clears  up,  and  the  fun  appears  again  :  the  mi'dnefs 
of  the  feafons,  and  purity  of  the  airj  are  probably  the  caulecf  the  healthinefs 
of  this  country. 

By  the  beft  accounts  of  the  firfi:  difcovery  of  EaftFlorida,  it  appears  to 
have  been  nearly  as  full  of  inhabitants  as  Peru  and  Mexico  ;  and  thefe  ac- 
counts are  in  (bme  meafure  verified,  by  the  frequent  remains  of  Indian  towns 
throughout  thepemnfula.  The  natives  are  defcribed  to  have  been  larger, 
and  of  a  ftrong^r  make  than  the  Mexico  Indians. 

When  the  Spaniards  quitted  Auguftine,  many  of  them  were  of  a  great 
age,  fome  above  ninety  :  tlieSpanilh  women  were  obfervcd  to  be  more  proli- 
fic there  than  in  Old  Spain,  where  they  are  genenilly  accounted  but  indifferent 
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The  inhabitants  of  the  Spanifh  fettlements  in  America  confider  Ead-Fiorid.?, 
with  refpeft  to  its  heaUhinefs,  in  the  fame  light  that  v^e  do  the  fouth  of 
France  J  and  they  looked  upcn  Auguftine  as  the  Montpclier  of  America  : 
the  Spaniards,  from  the  Havannah  and  elfewhere,  have  frequently  r.forted 
thither  fonhe  benefit  of  their  health. 

Since  it  came  into  the  hands  of  Great  Britain,  many  gentlemen  havQ  exoe- 
rienced  the  happy  effects  of  its  climate,  by  the  recovery  of  their  health. 

It  is  an  indifputable  fadl,  which  can  be  proved  by  the  monthly  returns  of 
the  ninth  regiment,  in  garrifon  in  Eaft-Florida,  that  it  did  not  lole  one  fingle 
man  by  natural  death  in  the  fpace  of  20  months  ;  and  as  that  regiment  per- 
formed duty  in  the  feveral  forts,  at  different  diftances  from  Auguftine,  Sf. 
Mark's  d'Apalachie  at  200  miles,  Piccolata  30,  Matanzas  20,  it  proves 
in  the  mofl:  fatiJadlory  mannerj  that  the  climare  is  healthy  in  the  different: 
parts  of  the  province. 

The  peninfula  of  Florida  is  not  broad,  and  as  it  lies  betwixt  tv/o  feas,  the 
air  isofti::ner  refrefhed  with  rains,  than  on  the  continent  :  The  entire  abfence 
of  the  fun  for  eleven  hours  makes  the  dews  heavy,  and  gives  the  earth  time  to 
cool  ;  fo  that  the  nights  in  fummer  are  lefs  fultry  here  than  in  the  northern 
latitude,  where  the  fun  fhinesupon  the  earth  for  feventeen  or  eighteen  hours 
out  of  the  twenty-four.  The  heat,  which  in  South-Carolina,  and  in  the 
fouthern  part  of  Europe,  is  fometimes  intolerable  for  want  of  wind,  is  here 
alleviated  by  a  fea- breeze  in  the  day-time,  and  a  land-wind  at  night.  It  is 
only  in  and  near  the  tropicks  that  the  fea  and  land-breezes  are  at  all  uniform 
or  to  be  depended  upon. 

The  white  people  work  in  the  fields  in  the  heat  of  the  day  without  prejudi<:e 
•to  their  health  ;  gentlemen  frequently  ride  out  for  pleafure  in  the  middle  of 
the  day-,  and  governor  Grant  is  regularly  on  horfeback  every  day  from 
€leven  to.  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
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CHAP.    ir. 

SOIL. 

COUNTRY  fo  extenfive  as  Eaft-Florida,  cannot  but  have  a  great 
variety  of  foil,  the  Tandy  is  moft  prevalent,  efpecially  towards  the  lea. 

The  fea  coaft  of  Eaft-Florida  is  a  low  flat  country,  interfeded  by  a  great 
number  of  rivers,  very  like  Holland,  or  Surinam  in  America.  It  continues 
flat  for  about  40  miles  from  the  coaft,  and  then  grov/s  a  little  hilly,  and  in 
fome  parts  rocky. 

Florida  differs  materially  from  the  reft  of  America  in  this,  that  almoft  all 
the  continent  befiJes  is  covered  with  a  thick  forcft  ;  whereas  the  trees  in  Flo- 
rida are  at  a  diftance  from  one  another,  and  being  clear  of  under  wood,  have 
more  the  appearance  of  an  open  grove  than  a  foreft. 

The  rains  and  heavy  dews  create  fuch  a  luxuriant  vegetation,  that  the  fur- 
face  of  the  earth,  notwithfl^nding  the  heat  of  the  fun,  is  never  without  a 
good  verdure. 

There  are  frequently  four  ft  rata  or  beds  of  earth  found  in  Eaft-Florida  :: 
the  uppermoft  a  thin  mould  of  earth,  beneath  a  fand  half  a  yard  or  more  in 
depth  ;  below  that  a  ftrong  white  clay,  refembling  the  marie  in  England, 
proper  for  manure  to  the  fandy  land,  this  ftratum  is  commonly  four  feet 
thick  ;  the  fourth  layer  is  a  rock  compofed  of  a  congeries  of  broken  fea-ftiell&^ 
refembling  the  bottom  of  the  fea.  The  fertility  of  Florida  is  much  afcribed 
to  thefe  two  ftrata  of  clay  and  rock,  which  contribute  to  keep  the  fand  moift^ 
and  prevent  the  rains  from  finking  away  from  the  roots  of  the  plants  and  trees.. 

In  the  interior  parts  the  trees  are  larger,,  the  grafs  higher,  and  the  cattle 
bigger,  than  toward  the  fea,.  efpecially  in  that  part  of  the  peninfula  which; 
lies  betwixt  the  river  St.  Juan's,  and  the  fort  of  St.  Mark  d'Apakchie,, 
"which  is  about  150  m.Ues  to  the  north- weft  of  this  river. 

To 
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To  take  a  view  of  the  eaflern  fiiore  of  Florida,  beginning  from  the  north  r 
we  fee  the  river  St.  Mary's,  lying  in  the  30th  degree  47'  l.ititude,  it  is  a  mile 
broad  at  its  mouth,  where  Amelia  iOand  is  fituated  ;  it  has  five  fachom  water 
upon  the  bar  at  low  water,  is  navigable  above  60  miles,  where  it  has  three 
fathom  water.  It  is  the  bed  harbour  from  the  capes  of  Virgiiiia  to  th  fe 
.of  Florida  5  it  takes  its  rife  out  of  the  great  fwamp*,  called  by  the 
Indians  Owa-qua-phe  no-gaw.  The  lands  upon  the  banks  of  this  river  are 
the  richeft  in  the  northern  parts  of  the  province  ;  the  abundance  of  cane- 
fwamps  are  a  ftrong  indication  of  the  goodnefs  of  the  foil.  The  beft  tr^-es 
that  grow  in  the  fwamps  on  this  river,  are  the  live  oak  and  cedar,  very  ufe- 
ful  for  fhip-building  i  they  are  here  of  an  extraordinary  fize» 

St.  Juan's,  now  called  Sr.  John's  river,  lies  40  miles  fouthward  of  St. 
Mary's  •,  the  trad  of  land  between  them  confifls  of  plains  covered  with  pines  •. 
ihe(e  plains  are  called  in  America,  pine-barrens,  or  highlands,  in  contra- 
difl:in6i:ion  to  the  fwamps  and  lowlands. 

We  finda  ftriking  difference  betwixt  the  pine-barrens  of  Florida,  and  thofe 
to  the  northwards  ;  the  pine-barrens  to  t-l\e  northwards,  from  the  poverty  of 
the  foil,  do  not  anfwer  the  neceflary  expence  of  clearing.  The  clofenefs  of 
the  tre.s  hinders  the  grafs  from  growing  under  them,  fo  that  large  trads  of 
land  are  no  further  ufeful  than  to  make  pitch  and  tar  :  whereas  in  Florida 
by  a  difference  in  the  climate,  the  trees  flanding  at  a  greater  diflance  the 
pine-barrens  afford  tolerable  good  grafs. 

In  paffing  through  this  part  of  Florida,  we  find  the  plains  frequently  divj- 
ded  by  the  fwamps  above-mentioned,  which  being  full  of  foreft-trees  diver- 
fify  the  afpeft  of  the  country,  with  fomany  thick  woods. 

The  fwamps  are  from  half  a  mile  to  a  mile  broad,  and  from  two  to  five  ' 
miles  long  ;  the  depth  of  the  water  is  various,  but  is  fuch  that  in  travelling 
they  are  ufually  rode  through  without  much  difficulty. 

*  The  word  fwamp  is  peculiar  to  America  ;  it  there  fignifies  a  traft  of  land  that  is  found  and 
good,  but  by  lying  low  is  covered  with  water..  All  the  forefl  trees  (pine  excepted)  thrive  beft. 
in  the  fwamps,  where  the  foil  is  always  rich  ;  and  when  cleared  and  drained,  is  proper  for  the 
growth  of  rice,  hemp,  and  indigo^ 
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From  St.  John's  river  fouthwards  to  Sr.  Augufllne  is  45  miles,  the  coun- 
try is  much  the  fame  as  has  been  juft  defcribed,  but  not  quite  fo  good,  the 
fwamps  being  neither  fo  frequent  nor  fo  large. 

Before  we  fpeak  of  St.  Augufline,  it  will  be  proper  to  take  fome  notice  of 
the  river  St.  John's,  the  principal  river  of  the  province  j  and,  in  point  of  uti- 
lity ar,d  beauty,  .and  not  inferior  to  any  in  America.  The  fource  of  this 
river,  though  not  yet  difcovered,  is  in  all  probability  near  the  cape  of  Flo- 
rida ;  it  pafifes  through  iome  fmail  ]ake%  the  loweft  of  them  is  called  by  the 
Indians  the  gre.it  lake  ;  it  is  20  roiies  long,  and  15  broad,  has  eight  feet  wa- 
ter-, there  are  feveral  iflands  in  it,  and  it  is  now  called  Lake  George  j  it  is 
.170  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  river.  In  going  down  from  hence  the  fiift 
European  habitation  is  Mr.  Spalding's,  an  Indian  trader's  flore-houre  :  15 
miles  lower  is  Mr.  Rolle's  fettkment ;  the  whole  diftance  from  the  lake  to 
Mr.  Ro'lc's  is  45  miles,  and  the  country  between,  the  beft  difcovered  yet . 
upon  the  river.  The  tropical  fruits  and  plants  are  found  in  great  abundance, 
and  afford  the  ftrongefl:  evidence  that  both  the  foil  and  climate  are  fit  for  fugar, 
cotton,  indigo,  and  other  Weft-India  produdlions.  Mr.  Rolle's  plantation 
is  well  fituated  on  the  eaftern  banks,  and  is  the  moft  confiderable  upon  tliis 
river,  which  is  here  very  narrow  ;  25  miles  from  Mr.  Rolle's,  downward,  is 
Piccolata,  a  fmall  fort  with  a  garrifon,  the  river  is  there  three  miles  broad. 

The  bar  at  low  water  is  nine  feet  deep,  its  channel  up  to  lake  George  is 
much  deeper  ;  the  breadth  is  very  unequal,  from  a  quarter  of  a  mi'e  to  three 
miles.  The  tide  rifes  at  the  bar  from  five  to  eight  feet,  and  two  feet  at  Mr. 
Rolle's,  though  125  miles  from  the  Tea.  There  are  neither  Ihallows  nor 
rapids  in  the  river  -,  the  current  is  very  gentle,  and  veflels  may  go  up  the 
river  almoft  as  eafy  as  down,  for  200  miles  j  there.are, few -rivers  morexom- 
modious  for  navigation. 

Near  the  mouth  of  St.  John's  river,  a  fmall  river  called  St.  Mark's  takes 
Jts  rife,  running  almoll  from  north  to  foutb,  parallel  with  the  fea,  till  it  emp- 
•  ties  itfclf  into  the  harbour  of  St.  Auguftine  ;  there  are  many  fait  marfhes  on 
f|;oth  fides  of  the  river,  almoft  up  to  its  fource  ,  thefe  marfhes  may  be  eafily 
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defended  from  the  tides,  and  will  make  very  rich  lands,  either  for  rice,  in- 
digo, or  hemp. 

We  come  now  to  the  harbour  of  St.  Augufline,  which  would  be  one  of  the 
beft  in  America,  were  it  not  for  its  bar,  which  will  not  admit  vefTcls  of  great 
burden,  as  it  has  but  eight  feet  water*.  The  bar  is  fur  rounded  by 
breakers,  that  have  a  formidable  appearance  when  you  enter  ir,  they  are  not 
fo  dangerous  as  they  appear  to  be,  on  account  of  the  bar  being  very  fhort. 
There  is  a  road  on  the  north  fide  of  the  bar,  with  good  anchorage,  for  fuch 
fhips  as  draw  too  much  water  to  go  into  the  harbour. 

A  neck  of  the  main  land  to  the  north,  and  a  point  of  AnaRafia  ifland  ta 
the  fouth,  form  the  entrance  of  the  port.  Oppofite  to  the  entrance  lies  Fort 
St.  Mark's,  fo  called  from  the  river  it  lies  upon;  this  fort  is  a  regular 
quadrangle,  with  four  baftions,  a  ditch  fifty  feet  wide,  with  a  covert-way 
places  of  arms,  and  a  glacis :  the  entrance  of  the  gate  is  defended  by  a  rave- 
line  •,  it  is  cafe-mated  all  round,  and  bomb-proof:  the  works  are  entirely  of 
htwn  ftone,  and  being  finiflied  according  to  the  modern  tafte  of  military 
architedlure,  it  makes  a  very  handfome  appearance,  and  may  bejuflly  deemed 
the  prettieft  fort  in  the  king's  dominions. 

The  town  of  St.  Auguftlne  is  f?tuatfd  near  the  glacis  of  the  fort,  on  the 
weft  fide  of  the  harbour  j  it  is  an  oblong  fquare,  the  ftreets  are  regularly  laid 
out,  and  interfeft  each  othrr  at  right  angles,  they  are  built  narrow  on  pur- 
pofe  to  afford  (hade.  The  town  is  above  half  a  mile  in  length,  regularly 
fortified  with  baftions,  half-batlions,  and  a  ditch  ;  befides  thefe  works  it  has 
another  fort  of  fortification,  very  fingular,  but  well  adapted  againft  the 
Indians,  an  enemy  the  Spaniards  had  moll  to  fear :  it  confifts  of  feveral  rows 
cf;palmetto  trees,  planted  very  clofe  along  the  ditch,  up   to  the  parapet  j 

*  It  is  neceffary  to  obfcrve,  that  ihe  depth  cf  the  bars  of  the  harbours  on  the  eaftern  fliore  of 
Eaft-Florida,  cannot  be  exattly  afcertained,  as  the  tides  there  are  chiefly  reguhted  by  the 
winds ;  a  ftrong  vveileriy  wind  will  make  but  fix  feet,  and  an  eallerly  wind  12  feet  water  upon 
the  bar  of  St,  Auguaine,  allow  water, 
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■their  pointed  leaves  are  fo  many  chevaux  de  frieze,  that  make  it  entirely 
impenetrable;  the  two  fouthern  baftions  are  built  of  ftone.  In  the  middle 
of  the  town  is  a  fpaciqus  fquare  called  the  parade,  open  towards  the  harbour: 
at  ihe  bottom  of  this  fquare  is  the  governor's  houfe,  the  apartments  of  which 
are  fpacious  and  fuited  to  the  climate,  with  hi^h  windows,  a  balcony  in  front, 
and  galleries  on  both  fides ;  to  the  back  part  of  the  houfe  is  joined  a  tower, 
called  in  America  a  look-out,  from  which  there  is  an  extenfive  profpe6t  to- 
wards the  fea,  as  well  as  inland.  There  are  two  churches  within  the  walls 
of  the  town,  the  parifh  church  a  plain  building,  and  another  belonging  to  the 
convent  of  Francifcan  friars,  which  is  converted  into  barracks  for  the  garri- 
fon-  The  houfes  are  builc  of  free-flone,  commonly  two  (lories  high,  two 
rooms  upon  a  floor,  with  large  windows  and  balconies  :  before  the  entry  of 
moft  of  the  houfes  runs  a  portico  of  ftone  arches  •,  the  roofs  are  commonly 
flat.  The  Spaniards  confulted  conveniency  more  than  tafte  in  their  build- 
inos  ;  the  number  of  houfes  in  the  town,  and  within  the  lines,  when  the 
Spaniards  left  it,  w.!s  above  900  ;  many  of  them,  efpecially  in  the  fuburbs, 
being  built  of  wooJ,  are  now  gone  to  decay.  The  inhabitants  were  of  all 
colours,  wh'.te?,  negroes,  mulattocs,  Indians,  &c.  at  the  evacuation  of  St. 
Auguftine,  amounted  to  57CO,  including  the  garrifon  of  2500  men.  Half 
a  mile  from  the  town,  to  the  wefb,  is  a  line  with  a  broad  ditch  and  baftions, 
runnino  from  St.  Scbaftian's  creek  to  St.  Mark's  river  :  A  mile  further  is 
another  fortified  line,  with  fome  redoubts,  forming  a  fecond  communication 
between  a  ftoccata  fort  upon  Sz.  Sebaftian's  river,  and  fort  Mofa  upon  the 
river  Sc.  Mark's. 

Within  the  firft  line,  near  the  town,  was  a  fmall  fettlement  of  Germans, 
who  had  a  church  of  their  own.  Upon  St.  Mark's  river,  within  the  fame 
line,  was  alfo  an  Indian  town,  with  a  church  built  of  free-ftone  ;  what  is  very 
remarkable,  the  fteeple  is  of  good  workmanfliip  and  tafte,  though  formerly 
built  by  the  Indians-  The  governor  has  given  the  lands  belonging  to  this 
townfliip,  as  glebe-lands  to  the  parifh  church. 

The  land  about  Auguftine,  though  in  appearance  the  worft  in  the  province, 
is  yet  far  fr(  m  being  unfruitful  ;  it  will  produce  two  crops  of  Indian  corn  a 
year;  the  garden  vegetables  arc  in  great  perfection  ;  the  orange  and  lemon 
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trees  grow  here,  without  cultlvaiion,   to  a  larger  iize,  and  produce  better 
fruit  than  in  Spain  or  Portugal. 

Oppofire  to  the  town  of  St.  Auguftine,  lies  the  ifland  of  Anaftafia  ;  this 
ifland  is  about  25  miles  in  length,  and  divided  from  the  main  land  by  a  nar- 
row channel,  called  Matanza  river,  though  in  reality  a  channel  of  the  fea  : 
the  foil  of  the  ifland  is  but  indifferent;  at  prefent  it  is  ufed  for  pafturage; 
but  having  fome  creeks  and  fwamps  in  feveral  parts,  may  in  time  be  culti- 
vated to  advantage. 

At  the  north  end  of  this  ifland  is  a  watch-tower,  or  look-out,  built  of 
white  ftone,  which  ferves  alfo  as  a  land- mark  for  veflels  at  fea.  At  the  ap- 
prorxh  of  any  veflels,  fignals  are  made  from  this  tower  to  the  fort ;  a  few 
foldiers  do  duty  thereon  that  account.  In  this  ifland  there  is  an  excellent 
quarry  of  whitifh  free-fl:one,  of  which  the  fort  and  houfes  in  Augufl:ine  are 
built  :  flione  quarries  are  very  rare  in  the  fouthern  parts  of  America,  which 
makes  this  of  An?.fl:afia  the  more  valuable  ;  the  fl:one  is  manifeilly  a  concre- 
tion of  fmall  fliells  petrefied  ;  it  is  foft  underground,  but  becomes  very  hard 
and  durable  hy  being  expofed  to  the  air. 

Going  fouthwardsfrom  Augufl;ine,  at  the  diftance  of  a  mile  and  a  half,  we 
come  to  St.  Sebaftian's  creek  ;  this  ftream  rifes  five  miles  north  of  Augufline, 
and  after  making  a  fweepto  the  weft,  enipties  itfelf  into  the  fea  at  this  place  : 
near  the  mouth  of  this  creek  are  extenfive  falt-water  matflips,  overflown  at 
high  tides,  which  may  be  eafiiy  taken  in  ;  higher  inland  are  fine  fwamps. 

Wecome  next  to  Wood- cutters  creek,  which  rifes  15  miles  north  of  Au-- 
guftine,  and  after  defcribing  a  femicircle  to  the  weft,  much  like   Sebaftian's 
creek,  but  with  a  larger  fweep,  empties  itfelf  into  the  fea,  fix  miles  below 
Auguftine  ;  the  lands  upon  this  creek  confift  of  very  good  fwamps  and  high- 
lands. 

At  the  Matanzas  15  miles  fouth  of  Wood-cutters  creek,  is  a  finall  fort 
and  harbour,  fit  for  coafling  vefl"e!s.  The  harbour  is  oppofite  the  fouth 
point  of  iVnaftafia  ifland,  where  there  is  a  fecond  watch-tower.     The  foil  be- 

C  tween 


twcen  Wood  cutters  creek  and  the  Matanzas  is  tolerably  goodj  on  account  of 
feveral  creeks  and  fwamps. 

From  thcMp.tarzas  we  come  toHallirax  river,  which,  like  St.  Mark's  above 
mentioiied,  runs  parah'e!  to  the  fea,  and  is  feparated  from  it  only  by  a  Hindy 
beach,  in  fome  parts  a  mile,  in  others  two  miles  broad.  This  beach  or  bank 
ieems  to  be  formed  by  the  fands ;  which,  either  by  hurricanes,  or  in  a  ccurfs 
cf  age=,  have  been  waflieJ  up  by  the  fea.  The  focirce  of  this  river,  though 
cercaioly  no[  very  far  from  St.  J(jhn's  river,  is  not  as  yet  well  afcertained-: 
before  it  reaches  Mufquito  inlet,  Tomoko  river  falls  into  it  ;  this  river  runs 
from  vv'cfl  to  eafi: ;  fiom  this  river  to  St.  John's  is  only  four  miles  land-car- 
riage. 

From  the  Matanzas  to  Mufquito  inlet  is  40  miles  :  at  this  place,  Plillfbo- 
rough  river,  flowing  from  the  fouth,  and  HalHfax  river  from  the  north,- 
meet,  and  are  both  difcharged  into  the  fea  :  the  bar  of  this  harbour  has  eight 
fett  at  low  water. 

I  do  not  know  any  country  bePKles  EaCl-Florida,  where  the  rivers  have  been 
obferved  to  run  parallel  to  the  fea,  or  where  two  ftreams,  as  thofe  lafb  men- 
tioned, meet  each  other  from  diredl  oppofite  quarters,  which  is  ftill  more  re- 
markabl-s  where  two  rivers,  as  the  liallifax  and  St.  John'--,  nearly  parallel 
to  each  other,  and  at  nogreat  diftance,  flow  contrary  ways,  the  flreamofthe 
former  running  to  the  fouth,  and  that  of  the  latter  to  the  north. 

About  Mufquito  inlet  the  country  is  low,  and  chiefly^fdt-marlh  ;  the  high- 
lands are  covered  with  the  cabbage  and  papaw-trce,  and  various  tropical  plants, 
which  fhew  that  Weft-India  commodities  may  be  raifed  here.  The  weftern 
banks  of  Hallifax  river  contain  a  great  deal  of  excellent  land  ;  the  many  orange 
groves,  (which  denote  former  Spanirti  fettlements)  and  the  frequent  remains 
of  Indian  towns,  fliew  that  they  have  been  once  well  inhabited.  We  are  as 
yet  unacquainted  with  the  fources  of  moll  of  the  rivers  in  Eaft-FIorida,  and 
particularly  that  of  Hillfborough  river;  ic  is  generally  believed  to  have  a 
communication  with  an  Indian  inlet,  called  by  the  Spaniards  Rio  Days,  60 
miles  to  the  fouth,  where  there  is  fuch  arother  harbour  as  Mufquito,  with 
eight  feet  water  j  it  is  fuid  to  communicate  wi  h  St.  John's  river. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  De  Brahm,  the  furveyorgneral  of  the  fouthern  diftridt  of  America, 
having  tranfmitted  to  the  board  of  trade  fome  obfervations  made   by   him  in  ■ 
.thecourfe  of  hisfurvey  of  the  eaftern  coaft  of  the  peninful.i,   I  have  fubjoined 
a  few  of  them,  as  they  are  the  only  hints  to  be  depv;nded  upon,  relative  to 
■thefouthern  part  of  the  province. 

In  Latitude  27, 

The  mangrove  trees  are  ftreighter,  higher,  and  thicker,  than  in  Mufquito 
Biy. 

The  plantable  land  is  fcarce,  except  the  mangrove  fwamp  for  the  cultiva- 
tion of  Barilla. 

Little  River  affords  plenty  of  fil3i,  efpecially  Jew-fifh  and  Bafs  ;  the  trees 
and  (hrubs  on  the  profitable  corn  and  cotton  land,  are  the  cabbage  tree,  the 
arboreous  grape  vine,  and  fpicebark  trees,  the  hiccora,  plumb,  and  papao. 

The  weft  fliore  of  Hillfborough  river,  is  chiefly  pine  land  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  and  mangrove  to  the  northward. 

From  latitude  26,  40,  to  27,  there  is  a  branch  of  Hillfborough  river  ter- 
minating in  frelh  water  marlh  ;  the  principal  river  departing  fouth-weflwards. 

The  fea  bank  contains  but  indiflferent  high  plantable  land  here  and  there  in 
fpots,  the  mangrove  fwamp  lands  between  the  fea  bank  and  branch  of  the 
river,  confift  of  4,693  acres,  and  the  frefh  water  marfii  land,  of  9,386  acres. 

As  the  mangrove  fwamp  is  always  fa't,  or  very  brakidi,  but  exceedingly 
rich,  it  will  do  for  the  cultivation  of  the  Barilla  ;  which  plant  requires  a  very 
brakifh  foil,  no  doubt  in  fome  years  after  having  been  improved  by  the  Barilla, 
land  may  become  fit  for  other  improvements. 

From  latitude  26,  20,  to  26,  40,  is  the  head  of  SharkfLead  river,  entirely 
frelh  water,  running  in  frefli  water  marfhes,  by  which  it  is  bounded  on  both 
fides  with  24,300  aces,  all  g^od  plantable 'land,  fit  either  for  rice,  indigo, 
or  fugar  canes. 

'  C  2  About 
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About  950  acres  of  land  covered  with  live  calc,  papao,  and  grape  vines, 
on  a  rocky  foundation  covered  with  a  rich  black  foil,  are  fituated  on  the 
northernmoft  fork  of  the  river ;  the  ftrip  of  land  between  the  fea  and  th» 
river  confiding  of  much  implantable  and  few  plantable  lands. 

The  weft  fide  of  this  mardi  and  river  is  bounded  chiefly  with  barren  fand- 
hills,  on-  which  are  fcattered  oak-fhrubs  and  other  bulhes,  and  fcarcely  any 
land  calculated  for  producing  provifion,  but  may  do  in  time  for  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  Opuntia  plant. 

From  latitude  26  to  26,  20,  we  obferve  part  of  Sharkfliead,  and  part  of 
Sharkftail  rivers. 

The  cape  and  fea-coaft  to  the  eaft ward  of  the  river,  confift  of  fwamp  and 
highland,  the  latter  not  exceeding  2,800  acres,  in  coarfe  reddifh  land,  con- 
taining much  moirture,  whofe  luxurious  plants  are  the  pomegranate,  the 
arboreous  grape  vine,  the  Chicafau  plumb,  the  opuntia,  fpice  trees,  and 
variety  of  unknown  (hrubs  j  the  foil  is  as  rich  as  dung  itfelf,  producing 
mangrove  between  50  ard  60  feet  high,  of  whofe  crimfon  bark  it  is  faid  the 
Spaniards  make  their  red  carduan. 

The  main  on  the  weft  of  Cape  River,  appears  to  be  all  high  land,  and  is 
chiefly  covered  with  cedar,  oak,  mulberry,  and  gum. 

In  latitude  25,  35,  the  main  upon  a  due  weft  line  is  a  mile  acrofs,  and 
there  appears  a  river  4  miles  over,  which  comes  either  from  Tampa  bay,  St. 
John's  river,  or  is  the  mouth  of  Hillfborough  river,  which  in  latitude 
26,  50,  takes  a  fouth-weftern  departure. 

No  fifli  is  in  the  white  waters  round  the  capes,  at  leaft  there  was  none 
May  the  13th  and  29th,  nor  is  any  other  animal  fpecies  there,  except  fea 
birds,  and  a  tra(ft  of  only  one  bear  was  obferved. 

No  fign  of  any  winter  effefl  is  vifible,  nor  any  fhrub  or  tree  fpecies,  of 
thofe  in  the  northern  climate,  nor  is  there  any  intermiflion  in  the  vegetation, 
of  which  I  had  a  full  proof  by  the  pomegranate,  of  which  the  trees  are  full  of 
bloflbms,  with  half  ripe,  and  full  ripe  fruit. 

The 
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The  heat  would  be  intolerable,  if  the  trade  winds  did  not  afford  an  agree- 
able temperature  of  air.     Black  amber  is  on  this  fliore  in  great  quantity. 

From  lat.  25,  40,  to  26,  is  the  fource  of  Sharkflail  and  Middle  River?, 
both  frefli  water,  alfo  the  head  of  Cape  River.  All  thofe  rivers  are  fupplied 
with,  and  fituated  in  frefh  water  marfhes,  containing  37,961  acres  good 
rice  land,  and  interfperfed  with  a  few  live  oak,  knowls  of  good  plantable 
corn  and  indigo  land. 

The  plantable  land  on  the  main  is  commonly  covered  with  live  oak  1 
hickory  and  mulberry  trees  are  in  fpots,  and  the  remainder  confifts  of  pine 
land  of  the  beft  kind,  producing  fmooth  bark  yellow  pine,  the  veiy  choice 
for  timber. 

As  the  climate  is  mild,  the  marfh  land  may  do  either  for  rice,  indigo,  or 
fugar  canes,  the  highlands  for  cotton,  hemp,  corn,  and  alfo  indigo,  the 
beft  method  of  difpofing  of  thofe  parts  will  be  to  furvey  them  in  large  trafls 
from  the  fea-coaft  weft  into  the  main,  and  others  behind  them  from  the  main 
to  the  lakes  and  rivers  which  lie  to  the  weftward. 


CHAP.     III. 

NATURAL   PRODUCTIONS. 

A  V  I  N  G  already  taken  notice  of  the  foil  and  climate,  upon  which 
all  vegetation  depends,  I  fhall  now  proceed  to   the  vegetable   pro- 
dudions  of  Eaft-Florida. 

In  no  one  part  of  the  BritiHi  dominions  is  there  found  fo  great  a  variety  of 
trees,  plants  and  fhrubs,  as  in  Eaft-FIorida  ;  which,  I  fuppofe,  is  entirely 
owing  to  the  temperature  of  the  climate,  in  which  the  produ6i:ions  of  the 
northern  and  fouthern  latitudes  feem  to  flourifn  together.  Without  attempting 
to  enumerate  all  the  foreft-trecs,  I  fiaal!  only  take  notice  of  fuch  as  are  moft 
ufjul. 

The 


[     H     ] 

The  white  pine  grows  to  a  confidenble  fize,  and  is  fit  for  mafts,  planks, 
and  other  timber  for  houfe-building. 

The  red  pine  is  a  heavy  wood,  full  of  rezin,  and  mofl  fit  for  pitch  and 
tar  ;  its  bark  is  of  great  life  for  tanning. 

The  fpruce  fir  here  is  quite  a  different  tree  from  that  to  the  northward,  but 
anfwers  the  fame  end  for  makin_^  the  fpruce  beer.  ■  Thefe  different  forts  of  fir 
demand  a  fancly  foil,  that  has  a  clay,  or  other  ftrong  earch  beneath  it. 

The  white  cedar  :  of  this  tree  are  made  boards,  (hing'es,  clapboards,  and 
ftaves  for  dry  cafks. 

The  red  cedar  is  ufed  for  pofls  and  boards,  the  trunk  is  feldom  above  14 
feet  high,  and  the  limbs  are  ufually  crooked,  and  very  proper  for  fiiip-building. 

The  cyprefs  tree  grows  taa  greater  fize  here  than  to  the  northward;  and 
being  larger  than  any  other  tree,  is  ufed  for  making  canoes. 

The  live  oak  (fo  called  from  being  an  evergreen)  is  tougher,  and  of  a 
better  grain  than  the  Englifh  oak,  and  is  highly  efteemed  for  fhip-building. 

The  chefnut  o.ik,  very  little  known  in  other  parts  of  America,  is  very 
common  in  Florida.  Its  leaf  is  like  that  of  a  horfe-chefnut,  the  acorn  it  bears 
is  two  inches  long,  and  in  tafte  like  a  chefnut  :  it  affords  excellent  maft  for 
hogs,  and  is  an  exceeding  good  timber. 

Mahagony  grows  only  in  the  fouthern  and  interior  parts  of  the  peninfula  ; 
it  is  in  fize  and  quality  inferior  to  the  Jamaica,  but  good  enough  to  become 
an  article  of  trade  :  the  wood-cutters  from  Providence,  one  of  the  Bahama 
iflands,  come  to  Eaft-Florida  to  cut  mahagony,  and  carry  it  off  clandeftinely. 

Red  bays  :  this  tree  feems  a  baft.ird  mahagony,  and  is  not  ye'  known  in 
Europe  ;  it  may  come  into  repute  in  time,  when  the  btft  of  Mahagony  is 
become  fl:ill  more  fcarce. 

The 
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The  walnut,  and  hickory  (which  is  a  fpecles  of  walnut)  are  fo  common, 
that  they,  with  the  chefnut-trce,  though  beautiful  woods,  are  ordinarily  ufed,, 
for  firewood  :  They  afford  good  mad  for  hogs. 

Black  cherry-tree,  is  a  beautiful  wood,  the  tree  bigger  than  in  Europe, 
the  fruit  fmall  and  of  little  ufe. 

Maple  :  its  wood  is  cf  a  fine  variegated  grain,  fit  for  cabinet-work.  In  the 
fpring  they  tap  it,  in  order  to  make  Tugar  of  its  juice. 

Iheafh,  locuO-,  and  dog-wood  trees  are  here  in  abundance,  and  fit  for  the 
mill,  or  wheelwrights  work,  and  other  ordinary  purpofes. 

The  mulberry-tree,  both  the  red  and  white,  are  natives  of  the   country, 

the  f  jrefts  are  full  of  them  ;  they  grow  here  to  a  larger  fize  than  in  any  other 

country. 

® 

The  kafof  this  tree  being  the  food  of  the  filk-worm,  and  the  c!im>ate  per- 
feftly  adapted  to  that  tender  inftdl,  I  fhall,  in  a  proper  place,  make  fome 
obfervations  upon  the  cukivation  of  filk. 

The  fuftic  and  brafiJetto,  ufeful  as  dying  woods,  are  likewife  found  in 
Eaft-Florlda. 

Saffafras  of  Florida  was  always  reckoned  the  beft  in  America. 

Balfam-tree,  of  the  fize  and  with  leaves  like  the  fycamore  tree  in  England, 
yields  the  true  ballam  of  Tolu. 

The  magnolia,  tulip-laurel,  tuptiow-tree,  are  all  beautiful,  and  very  orna- 
mental  m  gardens  and  pleafure-grounds. 

Fruit-Trees. 

It  is  obfervable  in  Amer'cri,  that  though  no  country  has  a  greater  variety  of 

valuable  foreft-trees,  ytt  there  are  but  few  fruit-trees,  natives  of  the  continent, 
worth  mentioning. 

A  All 
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'All  the  fruit-trees  Can  indifferent  fort  of  plumb,  and  a  fmall  black  cherry 
excepted)  have  been  imported  from  Europe,  and  thrive  exceeding  well.  In 
Florida,  a  ftranger  cannot  help  being  ftruck  with  the  luxuriancy  of  the  orange 
tree  ;  it  is  larger  in  fize,  and  produces  greater  abundance  and  better  flavoured 
fruit  than  in  Spain  or  Portugal :  this  tree  is  fo  well  adapted  to  the  climate, 
that  it  has  fpread  itfelf  every  where,  and  is  fo  far  from  a  rarity,  that  the  inha- 
bitants, not  apprehenfive  of  fcarcity,  frequently  cut  down  the  tree  in  order  to 
gather  the  fruit. 

The  lemon-,  limes,  citrons,  pomegranates,  figs,  apricots,  peach,  &c. 
grow  here  in  high  perfe(5lion. 

Shrubs   and    Plants. 

The  myrtle-wax  fhrub  is,  ^without  doubt,  the  mofl  ufcful  of  the  fpontane- 
ous  growth  of  America  -,  it  is  found  in  all  forts  of  foil,  and  in  fuchoplenty  in 
Eall^Florida,  that  were  there  hands  eaough  to  gather  the  berries,  they  could 
fupply  all  England  with  wax  :  the  procefs  of  making  it  is  very  fimple;  they 
bruife  the  berries,  boil  them  in  water,  and  Ikim  the  wax  off,  which  is  natu- 
rally of  a  bright  green  colour,  but  may  be  bleached  like  bees- wax,  and,  on 
account  of  its  hardnefs,  is  well  adapted  for  candlesin  hot  countries. 

Of  the  opuntia,  or  prickly  pear,  are  different  fpecies  in  Eafl-Florida  ;  on 
one  fo;  t,  wich  a  fmooth  leaf, '  is  the  cochineal  infeft,  found  in  incredible 
plenty  :  of  the  frui:  of  the  other  fpecies,  is  made  a  vegetable  cochineal,  which 
may  be  ufed  in  ordinary  purpofes  intlead  of  the  true  cochineal. 

The  vines,  the  fenna  fhrub,  farfaparilla,  China-root,  wild  indigo,  water 
and  mufic-melons,  are  indigenous  plants  of  Eafl-Florida.  • 

I  cannot  omit  mentioning  a  herb  of  the  growth  of  Eaft-Florida,  of  which, 
as  yer,  very  little  notice  has  been  taken,  notwithflanding  the  great  advantage 
that  may  be  derived  from  it  :  this  herb  refembles  entirely  our  famphire  in 
England,  and  is  called  barilla  or  kaly  •,  it  is  the  fame  of  which  in  Spain  the 
pearUlh^s  are  made,  in  the  manner  as  the  kelp  in  ScoUand  ;   the  fea-coa(f, 

marfhes. 
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The  cotton-tree  hath  been  planted  in  Florida,  wh^re  it  is  found  it  thrives 
(fi  well,  as  plainly  proves  the  foil  and  climate  to  be  adapted  to  it. 

SILK. 

With  refpeft  to  the  cultivation  of  filk  in  Florida,  there  is  not  the  leafl:  doubt 
oF  the  climate  being  better  adapted  to  the  filk-worm  than  any  country  in  Eu- 
rope, or  probably,  in  America  :  filk  abounds  much  more  in  India,  Perfia,  and 
China,  which  are  in  the  latitude  of  Florida,  than  in  Italy. 

A  confiderable  increafe  has  of  late  been  made  in  the  growth  of  filk  in  Caro- 
lina and  Georgia  ;  at  Purifburgh,  filk  is  become  the  ftaple  commodity  of  the 
place  :  this  town  was  fettled  about  40  years  ago,  by  fome  natives  of  Switzer- 
land j  it  lies  30  miles  eaft  of  Savannah.  . 

In  Carolina  and  Georgia  the  worms  are  often  injured  by  accidental  frofls, 
and  cold  mornings,  in  the  fpring,  eipecially  if  it  is  a  late  one ;  they  are 
fometimes  actually  deftroyed,  and  at  other  times  are  benumbed  and  made 
fickly  for  want  of  warmth  :  this  inconvenience  is  alfo  frequently  experienced 
in  Italy  :  it  is  almoft  unneceflfary  to  remark,  that  the  fouthern  fituation  of 
Florida  has  placed  it  out  of  the  reach  of  this  difafter. 

In  Georgia  there  is  often  a  great  deal  of  thunder  and  lightning  in  the  fpring- 
feafon,  which  is  apt  to  affeft  and  injure  the  filk-worm  ;  whereas  in  Florida 
where  frequent  fhowers  refrefli  the  air,  and  the  fea-breezes  keep  it  in  conlflant 
agitition,  the  thunder  is  neither  fo  common  or  fo  violent  :  experience  will 
probably  (hew,  that  this  country  is  as  much  adapted  to  the  filk-worm  as  to 
the  mulberry-tree,  on  which  it  feeds.  It  has  been  before  obferved,  that  this 
^ree  grows  in  its  utmoft  luxuriance  in  all  parts  of  Florida. 

SUGAR. 

The  fugar  cane  hath  now  been  planted  about  two  years,  and  promifes  to 
turn  out  very  well  ;  thofe  canes  that  were  planted  by  way  of  experiment  at 
Auguftine,  fuffered  by  a  very  uncommon  froft  lafl:  winter,  but  thofe  at  Mr. 
Ofwald's  plantation  upon  the  Mufquito  inlet,  about  50  miles  to  the  fouth  of 
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Augudine,  were  not  at  all  injured,  and  we  fhall  therefore  before  it  is  longv 
be  able  to  judge  how  far  the  fouthern  parts  of  the  province  are  fit  for  this  valu- 
able produft.on.  It  is  certain  the  fugar-cane  is  a  tender  plant,  that  requires 
I  o:h  a  good  and  a  moid  foil,  as  well  as  a  hot  climate  to  brijig  it  to  per- 
f  6tion. 

The  fugar-cane  is  not  a  native  of  the  Weft-Indies,  as  is  commonly  takea 
for  granted  ;  nor  will  it  grow  there  without  art  and  cultivation. 

The  common  ufe  of  fugar  in  Europe  was  introduced  by  the  Portuguefe,. 
.who  tranfplanted  it  from  the  Eaft-Indies  into  the  Madeira  illands  -,  the  fugar- 
cane  flourilhed  there,  and  in  the  Canaries,  which  are  in  the  latitude  of  Flo- 
rida, fo  well,  that  all  Europe  was  fupplied  from  thence  with  fugar. 

The  loaF-fugar  at  this  day,  in  Germany,  is  called  Canary-fugar.  Sugar  is 
plentiful  and  common  in  Egypt,  in  parts  further  from  the  tropic  than  Flo- 
rida.    Pliny,  the  elder,  makes  it  the  produce  of  Arabia  and  India. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Malaga,  fugar  ufed  to  be  raifed  in  great  abun-r 
dance,  and  it  is  grown  in  fome  parts  of  Spain  at  this  day.  The  fouth  of 
Spain  is  ten  degrees  north  of  the  capes  of  Florida.  The  plantane-tree  and 
allegator  pear,  the  tendereft  of  the  tropical  plants,  are  in  full  perfedion  at 
Auguftine. 

As  both  the  foil  and  climate  of  Eaft-FIorida  feem  fit  for  fugar,  one  cannot 
reafonably  doubt,  but  the  cultivation  of  it  will  be  attended  with  fuccefs ;  and 
if  in  fome  refpecls  Florida  be  found  inferior  to  the  "Weft-Indies,  which  I  do 
not  expeft,.  it  has  in  other  refpeds  the  advantage  of  them. 

The  ftock  of  a  fugar  planter  is  not  only  procured,  but  fupported  at   a  vaft 

expence  •,  the  exceffive  price  of  labour  in  the  Weft-Indies,  arifing  from  the 

iinhealthinefs  of  the  climate,  and  the  dearnefs  of  the  neceflfaries  of  life,  virtu- 

iil'y  arnoLints  to  a  tax  upon  the  fugar-planter  5  not  only  all  kind  of  cloathing, 
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but  provlfions  too,  mufl:  be  imported  from  Europe,  and  the  noithern  plan* 
lations. 

The  materials  for  building,  all  the  lumber  required  to  erefl  and  repair  the 
fugar- works,  mull  be  fetched  from  the  continent :  in  Florida  they  are  found 
upon  the  fpot.  In  the  iflands,  the  wages  of  a  carpenter,  mafon,  &c.  run  up 
as  high  as  ten  fhilhngs  a  day  ;  the  natural  plenty  in  Florida  will  make  labour 
there  comparatively  cheap. 

The  overfeer,  and  other  white  fervants,  will,  beyond  all  queftion,  be 
hired  much  cheaper  in  a  plentiful  and  good  climate,  than  in  a  fcarce  and  fickly 
one.  , 

Not  only  overfeers  and  fervants  will  be  had  at  a  reafonable  price,  but 
horfes,  cows,  and  oxen,  may  be  purchafed  at  lefs  than  one  fixth  of  the  price 
they  bear  in  the  Weft-Indies.  Mules  and  horfes  are  there  fold  from  20I.  to 
30  1.  a-piece  :  a  ferviceable  horfe  in  Florida  may  be  had  for  4  1.  The  price 
of  an  ox  is  no  more  than  3  1.  in  Florida.  It  is  not  only  the  prime  coft  of  the 
flock  that  differs  fo  much  in  the  two  countries,  but  the  expence  of  maintain- 
ing it  bears  the  fame  comparative  difference  ;  grafs  and  fodder  for  the  cattle, 
and  corn  and  flefh-meat  for  the  fervants,  are  very  fcarce  in  the  iflands,  and 
very  plentiful  in  Florida. 

When  the  fugar  is  made,  it  is  often  necelTary,  in  the  Weft- Indies,  to  carry 
it  at  a  great  expence  by  land,  a  confiderable  diftance  to  the  fhipping-places  : 
this  expence  will  be  faved  in  Florida,  where  a  planter  will  be  fure  to  make  his 
plantation  on  the  fide  of  a  navigable  river. 

In  Florida  the  lands  are  not  fold,  as  in  the  ceded  iflands,  but  given  upon 
eafy  conditions  y  and  the  refervation  made  to  the  crown  is  only  a  halfpenny  an 
^cre,  after  the  end  of  three,  five,  or  ten  years,  which  is  regulated  by  the  ex- 
tent of  the  grants, 
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It  often  happens  in  the  Weft-Indies,  as  it  did  laft  year,  that  when  the 
ground  is  prepared,  and  the  cane  planted,  the  rains,  or  feafons  as  they  arc 
called,  fail ;  as  often  as  this  is  the  cafe,  the  crop  is  ruined  by  a  drought,  a 
misfortune  which,  is  not  to  be  apprehended  in  Florida. 

INDIGO. 

Both  the  foil  and  climate  of  Eaft-Florida  are  fuited  to  this  plant ;  the 
Spaniards  planted  fome  of  the  guatimala  indigo  in  their  gardens  at  Auguftine, 
where  I  have  feen,  in  a  poor,  fandy  foil,  indigo  plants  of  a  larger  fize,  and 
in  a  more  luxuriant  ftate,  than  ever  I  faw  in  South-Carolina  in  the  richeft 
and  beft  cultivated  lands  :  I  was  informed  the  Sganiards  cut  it  four  times,  a 
year» 

INDIAN    COR  N. 

Tiiis  grain  is  the  common  food  in  America  ;  the  Spaniards  being  confined 
within  the  lines  of  Auguftine,  ufed  to  raife  two  crops  a  year  upon  the  fame 
ground ;  which  I  mention  rather  as  a  mark  of  the  fertility  of  the  foil,  than  of 
the  good  huftjandry  of  the  Spaniards  :  it  grows  here  in  almoft  every  foil. 

HEMP. 

The  large  bounties  granted  by  parliament,  and  the  confiderable  premiums 
by  the  fociety  of  arts  and  fciences,  will  induce  fome  of  the  new  fettlers  to 
cultivate  hemp  ;  it  requires  a  frefh,  ftrong,  moift  foil  :  the  fwamps,  after 
being  cleared  and  drained  for  rice,  are  fitteft  to  be  fown  with  hemp  for  the 
firft  and  fecond  year. 

VINES. 

It  is  not  at  all  doubtful  whether  the  vine  will  flourifti  in  Florida,  becaufe 
it  grows  there,  and  in  almoft  all  parts  of  America,  fouth  of  Delaware,  in 
great  plenty.  The  wild  grapes  of  America  are  of  little  worth,  they  ufualiy 
run  up  the  trees  of  the  forefts,  where  they  are  too  much  Ihaded,  and  for 
want  of  cultivation,  of  no  value. 

The 
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The  dearnefs  of  labour,  and  the  cheapnefs  of  foreign  wines  in  America, 
have  both  contributed  to  prevent  the  planting  of  vineyards  more  frequently. 
The  French  refugees  planted  fome  in  South-Carolina,  and  I  have  drank  a  red 
wine  of  the  growth  of  that  province  little  inferior  to  Burgundy. 

"When  it  is  obferved  that  the  richelt  wines  are  produced  in  the  jflands  of 
Madeira  and  the  Canaries,  in  the  ifland  of  Cyprus,  and  in  othirr  parts  of  the 
Levant,  lying  nearly  in  the  latitude  of  Eaft-Florida  ;  it  will,  probably,  not 
be  owing  to  any,  defe6t  either  in  foil  or  climate,  but  to  the  dearnefs  of  labour, 
or  negligence  of  the  inhabitants,  if  wine  is  not  produced  hereafter  in  fonie 
plenty  upon  this  continent. 

Currants,  raifins,  figs,  and  oliveS,  will  moft  probably  thrive  here  when- 
ever they  are  planted. 

Having  finifhed  what  I  had  to  fay  of  the  country  of  Eaft-Florida,  I  rauft, 
before  I  conclude,  add  one  word  more  upon  the  fubjedl  of  procuring  inhabi- 
tants for  it. 

The  government  has  a  (fled  agreeably  to  the  wife  and  mafculine  fpirit  of  its 
policy,  in  laying  the  new  foundation  of  feveral  extenfive  colonies.  Civil  as 
well  as  military  eftablifhments  have  been  provided  thefe  four  year^  for  the 
two  Florida's,  at  an  expence  of  near  100,000  1.  a  year  j  but  ftill  the  inhabi- 
tants of  both  of  them  put  together,  (foldiers  and  favages  excepted)  would  noi; 
make  a  very  large  congregation  in  a  good  parifh-church. 

If  the  government  refolves  not  to  ftir  one  ftep  further  in  alTifting  this- 
col6ny,  it  has  gone  already  a  great  deal   too  far;  Florida,  without  inhabi- 
tants, is  fo  much  worfe  than  nothing,. that  Great  Britain,  muft  lofc  n^ar. 
100,000 1.  a  year  by  it. 

Governments,,  and  garrifons,  eftablilTiments  civil  and  military,  .with'Out' 
inhabitants,  or  any  meafures  taken  to  procure  them,  feems  fomething  ftrange, , 
It  is  very  unufual  to  take  all  the  meafures  requifite  to  a  particular  end  but 
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one,  and  to  negleft  a  fingle  one,  which  being  omitted,  tends  to  render  all  the 
reft  abortive. 

If  a  farmer  fhouTd  purchafe  an  eftate,  hire  fervants,  prepare  the  ground 
for  fowing,  have  the  feed-corn  ready,  and  flill  fave  the  expence  of  putting  it 
into  the  ground,  all  his  neighbours  would  laugh  at  him.  Rice,  cotton,  and 
indigo,  will  grow  in  Eaft-FIorida,  if  they  are  planted,  but  they  will  not 
grow  without.  We  mull  not  expert  becaufe  a  country  is  a  good  one,  that  it 
therefore  will  work  miracles,  and  without  fo  much  as  fowing  the  teeth  of 
Cadmus's  ferpent  *,  of  itfelf  produce  the  human  fpecies. 

If  Eaft-Florida  fettles  itfelf,  which  it  is  left  to  do,  it  will  be  the  firft  colony 
on  the  continent  that  ever  did  do  fo:  the  faft,  as  far  as  experience  goes, 
overturns  the  theory, 

Notwithftanding every  wife  and  generous  meafure  is  taken  by  governor 
Grant  for  the  good  of  Eaft-Florida,  yet  without  the  ailiftance  of  government, 
his  beft  endeavours  will  not  fuffice.  When  we  confider  the  amount  of  the  pre- 
fent  eftabliftiments  for  that  country,  it  feems  to  be  bad  oeconomy  to  ftay  for 
years,  in  order  to  fee  what  Eaft-Florida  will  do  for  itfelf.  None  of  the 
American  provinces  are  fo  well  peopled,  as  to  fpare  inhabitants ;  and  were  any 
of  the  inhabitants  to  the  northward  difpofed  to  go  to  Florida,  it  is,  with  re- 
fpedt  to  the  migration  of  families,  quite  inacceflible  by  land,  for  want  of 
roads,  and  ferries  to  pafs  the  feveral  large  rivers  ;  and  fuch  inhabitants  as  may 
be  willing  to  feek  a  new  habitation,  cannot  afford  the  expence  of  conveying 
themfelves  and  families  by  fea. 

Neither  is  Florida  likely  to  be  fettled  by  inhabitants  from  Europe,  unlefs 
the  government  will  defray  the  expence,  and  pay  the  pafTage,  for  men  who 
have  neither  money  nor  credit  to  convey  themfelves  thither.  Will  any  man 
go  from  Europe  to  Florida  at  his  own  expence,  when  he  can  go  to  South- 
Carolina  paflfage  free,  and  have  lands  given  him  when  he  gets  there,  without 

*  Ovid,  iv,  Metam, 
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any  expence  j  and  befides  this,  be  fupplied  with  ncceflarles  and  provifion 
for  a  twelvemonth.     South-Carolina,  though  fettled  above  a  century,  is  ftill 
at  an  expenge  of  40CO  1.  a  year,  in  bounties  given  for  the  importation  of  fo- 
reit^n  proteftants  *  :  we  ought  to  follow  their  example,  and  not  content  our- 
felves  with  the  name  only  of  governments  and  colonies- 
Should  the  parliament  of  Great-Britain   give  only   the  fame  bounty  that 
Carolina  gives,  Eafl-Florida  would  (land  a  chance  at  lead,  of  becoming  in- 
habited-,  the  healthinefs   and  fertility  of  this  country  will  be  known  by  de- 
grees J  and  I  do  not  doubt,  but  foreigners  may  be  induced  to  go  thither  upon, 
the  fame  terms  they  are  tempted  to  go  to  other  colonies.     I  believe  feveral 
perfons  of  note  intend  to  apply  for  grants  of  land  in  Eaft-Florida,  with  a 
view  of  raifing  fugar,  or  other  articles  there,  by  the  help  of  negroes:  and  ic 
is  alfo  true,  that  the  condition  of  each  grant,  requires  the  having  one  white 
inhabitant  to  100  acres  of  land  ;  but  it  is  furely  impolitic,  to  make  the  a"£lnalr 
fettling  of  new    colonies  depend  upon   a  flight  and  precarious  foundation, 
•without  afllfting  the  laudable  defigns  of  thofe  who  apply  for  grants,  and 
feconding  their  views,  by  promoting  the  importation  of  foreign  proteftants, 
to  fupply  them  with  cheap  fervants,  and  ufeful  labourers. 

*  By  foreign  fettlers  is  to  be  underftood,  I.Germans  from  the  Rhine,  Mofdle,  and  other 
parts,  where  they  cultivate  vineyards.  2.  Proteftants  from  the  fouthern  provinces  of  FrancCj 
nfed  to  the  culture  of  filk,  olives,  vines,  &c.  3.  Inhabitants  of  the  iflands  of  Greece,  and  the 
Archipelago  ;  they  are  a  very  fober,  induftrious  people,  welh  fkilied  in  the  cultivation  of  cotton, 
vines,  raifins,  currants,  olives,  almonds,  and  filk-worms  :  the  foil  and  climate  of  Eail-Florida 
is  adapted  to  every  one  of  thefe  articles. 

Without  doubt,  many  of  my  readers,  efpecially  thofe  unacquainted  with  America,  will  be 
apt  to  a(!c,  why  (hould  we  make  choice  of  foreigners,  and  not  of  our  own  fubjeils  ?  to  which  I 
would  anfvver,  that  thefe  foreigners,  when  fettled  in  an  Engli(h  colony,  are  no  lono-er  foreign- 
ers, but  fubjefts  to  Great-Britain,  It  would  be  very  impolitic  to  encourage,  orib  much  as  to 
countenance  the  emigration  of  induftrious  huftjandmen,  and  ufeful  manufafturers ;  and  thofe  which 
are  either  chargeable,  or  ufelefs  to  the  public  here  in  England,  will  be  much  more  fo  in  a  new  co- 
lony ;  befides,  experience  convinces  us,  that  foreigners  are  the  fittefr  people  to  fettle  America, 
'  The  provinces  of  Penfylvania,  New-'/ork,  and  New-Jerfeys,  chiefly  inhabited  by  Germans  and 
Butch,  are  the  beft  peopled,  and  very  wealthy,  notwithftanding  the  little  value  their  produce  is 
af,  compared  with  the  fouthern  colonies :  and  it  is  undoubtedly  true,  that  the  flourifliinT  ftate 
America  is  in,  istchiefly  owing  to  the  continual  importation  of  foreign  fettlers. 
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At  a  thine  when  public  ceconomy  is  abfolutely  necefiary,  I  do  not  with  to 
;{'?t^  llich  fums  expended  to  fett'.e  Floridj,  as  has  been  done  with  refpeft  to 
Nova  Scotia  •,  but  fince  a  method  of  encouraging  foreigners  to  fettle  in  Ame- 
rica has  been  fomeiime  pradtifed,  and  experience  hath  fhewn  it  to  be  both 
frugd  and  efficacious,  i  flatter  myfclf  the  adminiftration  will  adopt  the  fyftem 
of  Carolina,  or  fome  other  equally  expedient. 

The  am^^unt  of  the  civil  eftablifhment  In  Eaft  Florida,  135700!.  a  year, 
granted  by  parliament :  If  Great-Britain  (hould  grant  an  equal  fum,  to  en- 
courage the  fettling  of  the  colony,  and  allow  only  2500 1.  to  be  paid  in 
bouniies  of  4 '.  per  head  to  the  mailer  of  the  (hip,  for  every  foreign  proteftant 
imported,  and  allow  2500 1.  more,  to  fupply  the  new  fettlers  with  provifions 
for  nine  months,  and  the  remaining  700  I.  for  provincial  premiums,  upon 
the  growth  of  cotton,  fugar,  indigo,  &c.  we  need  not  defpair  under  .the 
aufpices  of  governor  Grant,  to  fee  Eaft  Florid*  a  floyriftiing  colony. 
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Extrad  of  a  letter  from  an  eminent  planter  in  South-Carolina,  to  a  noble 
Lord  in  England,  dated,  Charles-Town,  Auguft  27,  lyO^. 

"  O  O  O  N  after  my  arrival  at  Auguftine,  I  fet  out  for  St.  Juan's  river, 
^  and  arrived  that  evening  at  Piccolata,  a  fmall  fort  upon  the  banks  of 
St.  Juan's  ;  next  morning  we  proceeded  up  the  river  as  far  as  Mr.  Rolle's 
town,  which  may  be  about  30  miles  from  Piccohta  :  the  land  on  both  fides 
of  the  river  is  very  indifferent,  except  fome  fpots  here  and  there  j  but  at  Mr. 
Rollc's  the  good  land  begins.  After  flaying  one  night  at  Mr.  Rolle's,  we 
fct  out  for  Lake  George,  went  that  day  as  far  as  Spaluing's  ftore,  and  next 
day  arrived  at  Lake  George,  which  is  20  miles  long,  and  15  broad.  From 
Mr.  Rolle's  to  Lake  George,  which  is  near  50  miles,  is  one  continued  bocly 
of  excellent  land  ;  I  may  fay  the  b;ft  in  the  king's  dominions.  This  traft 
alone  is  capable  of  producing  yearly  more  rice  than  the  whole  province  of 
South-Carolina  has  ever  yet  produced  in  a  year  :  thefe  lands  Teem  to  me 
more  adap':ed  to  rice  and  indigo,  than  any  thing  elfe  :  it  is  berter  land  than 
mine  at  Winyaw,  wiiich  is  reckoned  fome  of  the  b;ft  in  South-Carolina.  We 
intended  to  crofs  the  lake,  but  the  wind  blowing  frefh,  and  we  in  an  open 
boat,  it  was  not  thought  fa!e  to  venture,  and  therefore  turned  back,  aiter 
ftaying  one  night  and  a  day.  Our  Guide,  who  was  a  man  of  credit,  inform, 
ed  us,  that  after  you  pafs  over  Lake  George,  there  was  good  land  on  each 
fide  of  the  river  for  50  miles ;  v;henyou  meet  with  another  lake,  not  quiie  fo 
large  as  lake  George  :  when  that  is  crofTed,  the  country,  as  far  as  you  can 
fee,  on  both  fides  of  the  river,  is  a  frefh  water  marfii :  for  40  mi!es  higher 
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up,  thefe  mardies  are  extraordinary  rich  lands  5  here  tlie  river  begins  to  be 
ftiallow,  but  from  the  mouth  to  this  place,  it  is  the  bell  and  fafeft  navigation 
I  ever  have  feen.  At  this  place,  in  a  ftill  evening,  the  furf  cf  the  Tea  is  heard, 
and  plenty  of  fea-birds  are  feen  in  the  river  j  which  is  a  fign  k  cannot  be 
above  feven  or  eight  miles  fiom  the  fea. 

In  coming  down  the  river,  within  a  few  miles  from  Mrs.  Rollers,  we 
pitched  upon  an  idand  where  we  landed,  and  examined  it ;  it  may  contain 
about  14  or  1500  acres;  a  ridge  of  high  lands  runs  acrofs,  on  which  is  a 
continued  grove  of  orange-trees,  live-oak,  wild  cherries,  and  magnolia  ;  oa 
each  fide  of  this  ridge,  is  as  fine  a  body  of  rich  low  lands  as  any  in  the  world.' 
Near  this  ifland  is  a  trad  of  very  good  land,  feparated  from  it  by  a  creek  of 
about  40  yards  wide,  and  deep  enough  for  any  fhip.  Great  plenty  of  frefii 
water  fi(h  is  here  in  the  river,  and  abundance  of  ducks,  and  wild  turkies  upon 
the  ifland.  I  (hall  return  to  Eaft- Florida  next  November,  and  carry  negroes 
with  me  ;  as  the  governor  will  not  grant  us  our  land,  till  the  negroes  are  ar» 
lived  in  the  province." 

St.  Augufliney  May  i,   1765. 
«'  Sir, 

«'  In  confequence  of  your  defire,  and  your  purpofe  to  bring  to  Eaft- Florida 
foreign  proteftants,  in  cafe  I  could  affure  you  the  land  to  be  good,  and  fit 
for  cultivation  •,  in  anfwer  to  which,  1  acquaint  you,  that,  by  order  of  the 
jords  of  trade,  and  virtue  of  my  appointment,  as  furveyor-general  of  the 
fouthern  diflrid  of  North-America,  I  have  made,  fince  January,  an  exac3: 
furvey  of  the  land,  and  fea-coafl:,  from  St.  Auguftine  towards  the  cape  of 
Florida,  as  far  as  latitude  26.  40.  the  fpecial  charts  of  which,  as  well  as  a  ge- 
neral map,  with  my  journal,  I  have  tranfmitted  to  the  board  of  trade  ;  and 
make  no  doubt  will  be  publifhed  for  the  inftrudion  of  fuch  as  are  of  your 
good  difpofition.  You  may  inform  thofe,  who  choofe  to  become  inhabitants 
of  Eaft-Florida,  at  this  favourable  jundture  of  its  beginning,  that  the  firft: 
comers  will  have  great  advantages  in  the  choice  of  their  land.  There  is  vari- 
ety of  foil  in  Eaft-Florida  i  the  high  lands,  fome  very  rich,  with  a  clay 
foundation-,  fome  Icfs,  with  a  fandy  bottom,  and  fome  quite  fandy  :  the 
firil  and  fecond  produce  oranges  fweet  and  four,  lemons,  oak,  afh,  red  bay^ 
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fpice-tree,  papaw-trce,  and  pine  ;  the  third  fort  cf  foil  proJuces  the  cabbage- 
tree,  the  arboreous  grape-vine,  the  plumb-tree,  and  opuntia,  on  which  the 
cochineal  worm  is  nouriflied. 

The  low  lands  are  partly  cyprefs  and  tupelow  fwampr,  partly  frefh  water 
marfh,  without  any  tree,  except  cedar,  on  the  foot  of  the  high  lands  ;  partly 
fait- water  marfh,  full  of  the  barilla,  and  the  mangrove-tree.  There  is  an 
inland  navigation  moftly  through  the  whole  province,  by  which  the  produce 
may  be  conveyed  to  the  capes,  or  to  Sr.  Mary's  river  to  the  northward." 

Abftrad   of  a  letter  from   a  gentleman  in   Auguftine,    to  his   friend  in 

London. 

*'  Sir,  - 

"  According  to  your  defire,  I  made  all  poffible  enquiry  about  the  proper 
place  to  take  up  a  tra6t  of  land  -,  but  have  not  till  lately,  been  able  to  get  fa- 
tisfadion  on  that  head.  I  am  informed,  by  a  gentleman  living  upon  St. 
John's,  that  the  lands  on  that  river,  below  Piccolata,  are,  in  general,  good  ; 
and  that  there  is  growing  there  now,  good  wheat,  Indian  corn,  indigo,  and 
and  cotton  ;  that  the  indigo  promifes  well  for  a  good  crop  ;  and  indeed 
there  is  all  reafon  to  believe,  that  this  will  exceed  either  Carolina  or  Georgia 
for  indigo,  as  our  climate  is  fo  much  lefs  affeded  by  the  frolt  than  theirs. 
I  am  farther  informed,  by  one  of  the  principal  planters  in  Carolina,  who  came 
here  to  take  up  land,  that  above  Piccolata,  for  40  miles  along  the  river  is  as 
good  fwamp,  or  rice  land,  as  any  in  Carolina  :  this  gentleman  is  come  to  live 
here,  as  he  finds  Eaft-Florida  much  healthier  than  South- Carolina,  and  that 
it  is  fo,  is  the  opinion  of  every  body  :  agues  and  fevers  are  diforders  hardly 
known  here.  Some  gentlemen  are  gone  to  the  fouthwards,  to  a  place  called 
Mufquito,  to  take  up  land,  as  there  is  great  expeftation  of  fugar  ;  as  in  that 
part  they  never  have  any  froft,  and  the  foil  naturally  produces  the  Weft-Indian 
plants.  You  will  find  your  grant  no  inconfiderable  matter,  as  it  has  all  the 
appearance  we  fhall  make  a  figure  here  in  time,  if  we  are  properly  encouraged 
from  home.  It  is  true,  the  bar  of  Auguftine  is  a  great  bar  to  our  hopes  ;  it 
has  a  dreadful  appearance  to  ftrangers,  though  if  a  vefTel  draws  but  eight  or 
nine  feet  water,  it  may  fafely  come  over. 

F  2.  It 
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It  Is  not  expenfive  living  here  •,  all  kind  of  provifion  is  cheaper  here  than 
in  England  j  and  houfe-rent  exceflive  cheap,  and  good  houfes  they  are, 
though  bulk  in  the  Spanifhfiilhion,  which  is  thepropereft  for  this  country." 

For  the  gratification  and  inftrudion  of  fuch  of  my  readers  as  may  be  In- 
clined to  petition  for  a  grant,  or  to  take  up  land  in  Eaft-Florida,  according 
to  a  proclamation  ifiued  by  his  excellency  governor  Grant,  dated,  Oclober  i, 
1 764.  I  have  annexed  both  the  conditions  of  the  gtant,  and  the  Terms  of 
the  proclamation. 

A     PROCLAMATION. 

EAST-FLORIDA. 

«  By  his  excellency  James  Grant,  Efq;  captain-general,  governor  and 
commander  in  chief,  in  and  over  the  fiid  province,  and  vice-admiral  of 
the  fame. 

HE  RE  AS  the  king,  by  his  royal  inftrudlions,  has  commanded 
me  to  ilTue  a  proclamation,  to  make  known  the  terms  and  condi- 
tions, on  which  all  perfons  may  obtain  grants  of  lands  in  the  faid  province;  I 
do,  in  obedience  to  liis  majefty's  iiiftrudions,  ifflie  this  my  proclamation,  and 
make  known  to  all  perfons,  that  they  may,  on  application  to  me  in  council, 
at  St.  Auguftine,  obtain  grants  of  lands,  in  the  faid  province  of  Eaft-Florida, 
in  the  following  quantities,  and  on  the  following  terms  and  condition?. 

That  100  acres  of  land  will  be  granted  to  every  peifon,  being  mafter  or 
miftrefs  of  a  family,  for  him  or  herfelf ;  and  50  acres  for  every  white  or  black 
man,  woman,  or  child,  of  which  fuch  perfon's  family  fhall  confift,  at  the 
aftual  time  of  making  the  grant :  and  in  cafe  any  p.rfon  applying  as  aforefaid* 
{hall  be  dtfirous  to  take  up  a  larger  quantity  of  land  than  the  family-right  en- 
titlesfuch  perfons  to,  upon  (hewing a  probability  of  cultivation,  an  additional 
number  of  acres,  not  exceeding    1000,  may   be  obtained,  upon  paying,  to 
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the  receiver  of  the  quit-rents,  the  fum  of  five  Ihillings  flerling,  for  every  50 
acres  of  fuch  additional  grant,  on  the  day  of  the  date  of  the  faid  gant. 

That  the  quit-rents  of  the  land  granted  in  this  p' evince,  to  be  one  haif-^ 
penny  per  acre,  payable  to  his  majefty,  his  heirs  and  fucccffors,  yearly,  on 
the  feailofS..  Michael,  which  fhall  happen  two  years  after  the  date  of  the 
grant. 

That  in  all  grants  of  land  to  be  made,  regard  will  be  had  to  the  profitable 
an  J  unprofitable  acres ;  fo  that  each  grantee  may  have  a  proportionable  nurn- 
ber  of  one  fort  and  the  other  ;  as  likewife,  that  the  breadth  of  each  traft  of 
land  be  one  third  of  the  length  of  fuch  tradt ;  and  that  the  length  of  each  trad: 
do  not  extend  along  the  banks  of  any  river,  but  in  the  main  land  ;  and 
thereby  the  faid  grantees  may  have  each  a  convenient  fhare  of  what  accom- 
modation the  faid  river  may  afford,  either  for  navigation,  or  othervvife. 

That  all  perfons,  on  fulfilling  the  terms  of  the  firfl  grant,  may  have  a  fur- 
ther grant  of  the  like  quantity  of  lands,  on  the  fame  terms  and  conditions  as 
aforefaid. 

That  for  every  50  acres  of  plantable  land,  each  grantee  fliall  be  obliged, 
within  three  years  after  the  date  of  the  grant,  to  clear  and  work  three  acres, 
at  leafl,  on  that  part  of  the  tra6t  which  they  fhall  think  moft  convenient  or 
advantageous  ;  or  elfe,  to  drain  or  clear  three  acres  of  fwampy,  funken 
ground  ;  or  drain  three  acres  of  marfh,  if  any  fjch  within  his  or  her  grant. 

That  for  every  50  acres  cf  land,  accounted  barren,  every  grantee  fiiall  be 
obliged  to  put  on  his  or  her  lani,  within  three  years  after  the  dace  of  the 
grant,  thr^^e  neat  cattle ;  which  number  every  perfon  fhall  be  obligeJ  to  con- 
tinue on  their  lands,  till  three  acres  for  every  fifty  be  fu!Jy  cleared  and  im- 
proved. 

That  if  any  perfon  fha'l  take  up  a  tra6l  of  land,  wherein  there  fhall  be  no 
part  fit  for  prefent  cultivation,  without  manuring  an.l    improving  the  fame, 
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every  fuch  grantee  (hall  be  obliged,  wirhiti  three  years  from  the  date  of  the 
grant,  toeredlon  feme  part  of  the  land,  one  good  dwelling-houfe,  at  leaft 
20  feet  in  length,  and  16  in  breadth  ;  and  alio  to  put  on  the  land,  the  num- 
ber of  three  neat  cattle  fur  every  50  acres. 

That  if  any  pfrOin,  who  fhall  tike  up  any  ftony  or  rocky  grounds,  not  fit 
^or  culture  or  pafture,  fhal',  within  three  years  after  the  paffing  the  grant, 
be^^in  to  employ  ther  on,  and  continue  to  work  for  three  years  then  next  en- 
fuino-,  in  digging  any  ftunr-quarry,  or  other  mine,  one  good  hand,  for  every 
100  acres,  it  ihall  be  accounted  a  fufficicnc  cultivation. 

That  every  three  acres  which  Ihall  be  cleared  ad  worked  as  aforefaid,  and 
every  three  acres  which  (hall  ht  drained  as  afwrcf.id,  (hall  be  accounted  a 
fufficient  feating,  planting,  culcivacion  and  improv.^ment,  to  keep  for  ever 
from  forfeiture  50  acres  of  land  in  any  part  conrai  cd  within  the  fame  grant  . 
and  the  grantee  Ihall  beat  libeity  to  withdraw  the  flock,  or  forbear  working 
in  any  quarry  or  mine,  in  proportion  to  fuch  cultivation  and  improvement  as 
fhall  be  made  on  the  phntable  lands,  or  upon  the  fwampy  or  funken 
grounds,  or  marlhes,  which  fliall  be  included  in  the  fame  grant. 

That  when  any  perfon  who  (hall  hereafter  take  up  and  patent  any  land, 
(hall  have  feated,  planted,  or  cultivated  and  improved  the  faid  land,  or  any 
part  of  it,  according  to  the  diredtions  and  conditions  abovementioned,  fuch 
patentee  may  make  proof  of  fuch  feating,  planting,  and  cultivation  or  im- 
provements, in  any  court  of  record  in  the  faid  province,  or  in  the  court  of 
the  country,  diftri6t,  or  precin6t,  where  fuch  lands  Ihall  be,  and  have  fuch 
proofs  certified  to  the  rcgifter  and  office,  and  there  entered  with  the  record  of 
the  faid  patent ;  a  copy  of  which  fhall  be  admitted  on  any  trial,  to  prove  the 
feating  and  planting  fuch  lands." 

At  the  Court  of  St.  James's. 

H  E  R  E  A  S  the  lords    commKTioners  for  trade  and  plantations 
have  reprefcnted   to  his  majcfty,  at  this  board,  that  appplication 
has  been  made  to  them,  by         ,  praying  for  a  grant  of  lands  in  his  majefty's 
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province  of  Eaft-FIorlda,  in  order  to  make  a  fettlement  thereupon,  his  ma- 
jc-fty,  this  day,  took  the  fame  into  confideration  ;  and  having  received  the 
opii.ion  of  the  lords  comminioners  for  trade  and  plantations,  and  alfo  of  a 
committee  of  the  lords  of  his  majefty's  moft  honourable  privy-council  there- 
upon, is  hereby  pleafed,  with  the  advice  of  his  privy-council,  to  order,  that 
the  governor  and  commander  in  chief  of  his  majefty's  province  of  Eaft-FJc- 
rida,  for  the  time  being,  do  caufe  acres  of  land   to  be  furveyed^ 

in  one  contiguous  tract,  in  fuch  part  of  the  faid  province  as  the  faid 
or  his  attorney,  fhall  choofe,  not  already  granted,  or  furveyed   to  others  ; 
and  upon  return  of  fuch  furvey,  conformable  to  his  majefty's   diredlions  in 
general  inftrudions,  to  pafs  a  grant  for  the  fame  to  the  faid  under 

the  feal  of  the  faid  province,  upon  the  following  terms,  conditions  and  refer- 
vations,  viz. 

That  the  grantee  do  fettle  the  lands  with  proteftant  white  inhabitants, 
within  ten  years  from  the  dace  of  the  grant,  in  the  proportion  of  one  perfon 
far  every  lOO  acres. 

That  if  one  third  of  the  land  is  not  fettled  with  white  proteftant  inhabitants 
in  the  abovementioned  proportion,  within  three  years  from  the  date  of  the 
grant,  the  whole  to  be  forfeited  to  his  majefty,  his  heirs  or  fuccefTors. 

That  fuch  part  of  the  whole  tra6l  as  is  not  fettled  with  whiteprotedant  in- 
habitants at  the  expiration  of  ten  years  from  the  date  of  the  grant,  to  revere 
to  his  majefty,  his  heirs  or  fucceflbrs. 

That  an  annual  quit-rent  of  one  halfpenny,  fterling,  per  acre,  be  referved 
to  his  majefty,  his  heirs  or  fuccefTors,  payable  on  the  feaft  of  St.  Michael,  in 
every  year,  to  commence,  and  become  payable,  upon  one  half  of  the  faid 
land,  on  the  fiid  feaft  of  St.  Michael,  which  fhall  firft  happen  after  the  expi- 
ration of  five  years,  from  the  date  of  the  grant  ;  and  to  be  payable  on  every 
enfuingr feaft  of  St.  Michael,  or  within  fourteen  days  after  ;  and  the  whole 
quantity  to  be  fubjed  in  like  manner  to  the  like  quit-rent,  at  the  expiration  of 
ten  years. 

That 
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That  there  be  a  refervarlon  in  the  faid  grant  to  his  majefty,  his  heirs  and 
fucccflbrs  of  all  thofe  parts  of  the  land,  which  the  furveyor  fhall,  upon  the 
return  of  the  furvey,  report  to  be  proper  for  erefting  fortifications,  public 
wharfs,  naval  yaids,  or  for  other  military  purpofes. 

That  there  be  a  refervation  to  his  majefty,  his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  of  all 
mines  of  gold,  filver,  copper,  lead,  and  coals. 

That  any  part  of  the  land  which  fhall  appear,  by  the  furveyor*s  report,  to 
be  well  adapted  to  the  growth  of  hemp  or  flax,  it  fhall  be  a  condition  of  the 
grant,  that  the  grantee  fhall  fow,  and  continue  annually  to  cultivate  a  due 
proportion  of  the  land,  not  lefs  than  one  acre  in  every  looo,  with  that  bene- 
ficial article  of  produce.  And  the  governor  or  commander  in  chief  of  his 
majcfty's  province  of  Eaft-Florida,  for  the  time  being,  and  all  others  whom 
it  may  concern,  are  required  to  carry  his  majefly's  commands,  hereby  figni- 
fled,  into  execution.  , 
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THE 

INTRODUCTION 

TO    THE 

JOURNAL. 

AS  my  view  in  publilhlng  the  account  of  Eaft-Florlda  was  to  make  the 
nation  acquainted  with  the  importance  of  that  colony,  and  its  natural 
advantages  beyond  the  reft  of  the  continent  of  North-America,  I  feel  a  parti- 
cular fatisfadlion  in  finding  that  my  endeavours  have  not  been  unfiiccefsful, 
and  that  the  prejudices  of  the  public  againft  Eaft-Florida,  which  feemed  fome 
time  ago  to  be  infuperable,  are  fo  much  abated,  that  I  no  longer  wi(h  for  i 
more  impartial  enquiry  than  is  at  prefent  made,  after  the  value  and  real  confe- 
quence  of  the  different  parts  of  that  country. 

In  order  to  gratify  the  curiofity  of  the  fpeculative,  and  to  give  a'l  poflible 
fatisfadion  to  the  enquiries  of  thofe  who  are  defirous  to  judge  of  the  nature  of 
the  foil  and  climate  of  Eaft-Florida,  and  to  compare  the  advantages  and  dif- 
advantages  of  fettling  there,  I  here  publifh  the  following  Journar ;  from  which 
thofe  who  are  accuftomed  to  eftimate  the  comparative  goodnefs  of  countries 
to  confider  the  principles  of  vegetation,  and  to  obferve  the  fimilarity  of  pro- 
duce in  fimilar  climates,  will  conclude  a  great  deal  ;  whilft  men  of  no 
knowledge  or  experience  in  thefe  matters,  will  conclude  (I  had  almoft  faid) 
nothing  at  all. 

Mr.  John  Bartram,  a  native  of  Penfylvania,  the  author  of  this  Journal,  Is 
well  known,  and  well  refpefted  in  the  learned  world,  as  an  able  Naturalift  } 
his  knowledge  in  Botany  recommended  him  to  the  efteem  and  patronage  of 
the  Great,  and  procured  him  the  honour  of  being  Batanift  to  his  Majefty  for 
both  the  Floridas.  The  ufefulnefs  of  his  Journal,  in  making  early  known  to 
the  world  what  are  the  natural  produftions  of  the  country  to  which  it  relates 
is  a  fufBcient  proof  of  the  ufefulnefs  of  his  appointment. 

The  frequent  difcovery  of  new  plants  and  herbs,  in  countries  long  fettled; 
ihows  how  necelTary  it  is  that  a  new  country  fhould  be  feen,  and  obferved  by 
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learned  ryes,  in  order  that  an  age  may  not  pafs  before  any  tolerable  judgment 
is  formed  of  what  it  naturally  produces,  and  of  what  it  is  capable  of  producing. 

Nobody  is  uninformed,  that  Carolina  was  fettled  near  half  a  century  before 
a  grain  of  rice  was  fown  in  it,  though  it  is  now  the  ftaple  commodity  of  th& 
colony  -,  it  might  have  wanted  that  bafis  of  its  prefent  importance  to  this  hour, 
had  not  an  accidental  remnant  of  rice  on  board  a  fliip,  that  had  vidualled 
with  it,  been  given  a  planter,  who  fowed  a  little  for  an  experiment.  How 
long  was  England,  this  adlive,  enterprizing,  philofophical  nation,  uninformed 
of  the  ufes  of  clover,  turnips,  potatoes,  &c.  without  which  its  prefent  inha- 
bitants would  be  at  a  lofs  for  fubfiftance  ?  I  hope  that  fuch  inftances  as  thefe 
in  times  paft,  will  prevent  the  hke  in  time  to  come  ;  and  that  intelligent  men, 
whofe  knowledge  is  extended  over  the  whole  globe,  will  endeavour  to  multi- 
ply the  articles  of  commerce  in  his  Majefty's  dominions,  and  the  means  of 
fubfiftance  every  where,  by  transferring  the  ufeful  trees,  plants,  and  grains, 
from  countries  where  they  are  cultivated,  to  thofe  where  they  are  not,  but 
may  be  cultivated  equally  well.  The  new  introduftion  of  but  a  fmgle  grain 
or  plant,  as  the  rice  in  Carolina,  or  the  turnip  in  Norfolk,  will  fometimes 
totally  change  theface  and  condition  of  a  country.  Here  therefore  is  afield 
in  which  the  naturalift  may  make  his  fcience  peculiarly  uftful.  His  know- 
ledge extending  throughout  the  vegetable  world,  informs  him  where  every 
valuable  plant,  grain,  or  tree  is  to  be  found,  and  alio  in  what  country  it  is 
wanting,  and  may  be  propagated  to  advantage.  I  cannot  touch  upon  this 
fubjeft  without  mentioning  Mr.  John  Ellis,  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society,  and 
Agent  for  Weft- Florida,  whofe  difcovery  of  the  art  of  preferving  feeds  during 
long  voyages,  together  with  his  afliduity  in  procuring  from  all  parts  of  the 
globe,  fuch  as  are  moft  likely  to  be  benencial  to  his  Majefty's  colonies,  does 
honour  to  himfelf,  and  will  render  him,  I  doubt  not,  a  great  benefador  to 
mankind.  It  is  to  this  very  ingenious  gentleman  that  I  am  indebted  for  the 
following  catalogue  of  plants  that  may  be  ufeful  in  America,  in  which,  to 
avoid  confufion  in  the  botanical  names,  Mr.  Ellis  hath  given  both  the  gene- 
ricaland  the  fpecifick  or  trivial  names  of  the  plants,  with  the  page  referred  to 
in  the  celebrated  Dr.  Linnjeus's  2d  edition  of  his  Species  of  Plants.  Other 
authors  of  the  beft  authority  are  mentioned,  where  Linnaeus  is  filent. 

3  Latin 


[ 


111 


] 


La  da  Names, 

Rubia  Peregrlna 
Rubia  Tinftorum 


Quercus  Suber 
Quercus  ^gilops 

Quercus  Gallifera 

Carthamus  Tine- 1 
torius  J 

Rhamnus    catharti- 

cus  minor 
Rl:amnu*  Saxatilis 

Olea  Europea 
Sefamum  Orlentale 


Goflypium    her- 

baceum 
Gofiypium  hirfu- 

tum 


Salfola  Soda 
Salfola  Sativa 
and     Chenopodium 
maritimum 


2d  Ed.  Liii^Sp 

page  158 
page  158 


p.  1414 

Parkinfon  1386 
Lin.  Sp.    1 1 62 

Tournft.  593 
Lia.  Sp.  1 67 1 

p.  II 

p.  883 

P-  975 


P'  323 
p.  321 


'    Englifh  Names. 

Turkey  Madder  * 
Dyers  Madder 


Cork  bearins  oak 


Avellanea  or  Vale- 
nida  oak 


Gall-bearing  oak 
Safflower 


Buckthorns  that 
produce  yellow  ber- 
ries of  Avignion 

Olives  of  feveral  va- 
rieties 


Oyly  graia 


Two  forts  of  annu- 
al cottoa 


Thefe     kinds'     of 
glafswort  for  Ba 
rilla 


Obfervaiions. 

The  firft  is  fuppofed  to  be  tlie 
fame  that  is  now  cultivated 
in  Smyrna  for  a  crimfon  dye. 

Grows  in  the  fouthern  partg,  of 
France,  Spain,  and  Portugal. 

The  cups  of  the  acorns,  which 
are  very  large,  ufed  here  in 
dying,  grow  in  Greece  and 
Natolia. 

Galls  from  Aleppo  and  Smyrna. 

Much  ufed  in  dying,  grows  ia 
Egypt. 

Ufed  by  painters  and  dyers  ; 
both  thefe  plants  produce 
berries  fit  for  this  purpofe. 

For  oyl ;  thefe  grow  in  France, 
Spain,  and  Italy. 

Propagated  in  the  Levant  for 
oyl,  which  does  not  grow 
rancid  by  keeping. 

Both  thefe  kinds  of  annual 
cotton  are  yearly  fown  in 
Turkey,  and  would  grow 
well  in  the  warm  climates  of 
N.  America,  as  the  Flori- 
das,  Georgia,  Carolina,  and 
Virginia. 

Thefe  are  fown  yearly  in  fields 
near  the  fea  in  Spain  for 
making  Barilla,  for  foap, 
glafs,  &c. 


*  This  plant  is  a  native  of  the  warmeft  parts  of  Europe,  and  is  better  calculated  for  the  cli« 
mateof  the  Floridas  than  either  of  Holland  or  England,  where  it  is  cultivated;  but  principally 
in  the  former,  from  whence  we  are  chiefly  fupplyed  with  this  valuable  dye.  The  chemifts  fay, 
and  with  reafon,  that  the  warmth  of  the  climate  exalts  the  colour.  If  fo  it  may  be  well  worth 
the  attention  of  the  public  to  encourage  the  planting  of  fo  valuable  an  article  of  commerce  in  a 
climate  and  foil  that  feems  fo  much  better  adapted  to  it,  where  the  land  js  cheap,  and  where 
vegetation  is  fomuch  quicker  and  more  luxuriant  ;  and  while  we  encourage  the  growth  of  it  in 
our  colonies,  we  may  have  the  advantage  of  manufafturing  this  valuable  commodity  at  home,  for 
which  atprefent  we  '^zy  funis  fcarcely  credible,  to  the  Dutch, 

*  ^  2  Ceratonia 


Lat'm  Names. 
Ceratonia  Siliqua 


Piftachia  Vera 


Piftachia  Terebin- 
thus 

Piftachia  Lentifcus 


Styrax  Officinale 


Convolvulus  Scam- 
xnonia 


Papaver  Somnife- 
rutn 


Caffia  Senna 


Croton  Sebiferum 


RheuRi  Palmatum 


2d  Ed.  Lin.  Sp.i    Englifh  Names. 


P-I5I3 


p.  1454 

p.  1455 
P-  1455 

P-  635 
p.  218 

p.  726 
P-539 

P-  1425 
p.  521 


Locuft-tree  or  St. 
John's  Bread 


Piftachia- tree 


Chian  Turpentine- 
tree 

Maftick-tree 


Gum  Storax-tree 


Gum  Scammony 


True  opium  poppy 


Alexandrian  purg- 
ing Senna 


Tallow- tree 


True  Rhubarb 


Obfervations. 

The  pods  are  excellent  food 
►  for  hard  working  cattle,  and 
ufed  for  this  purpofe  on  the 
fea  coaft  of  Spain,  where 
they  are  ealily  propagated 
from  feeds  or  cuttings. 

They  are  propagated  about 
Aleppo,  where  the  female 
or  fruit-bearing  ones  are 
ingrafted  on  the  ftocks  raifed 
from  the  nuts. 

This  kind  of  turpentine  is 
ufed  in  medicine. 

Gum  Maftick  from  the  ifle  of 
Scio  i  as  this  tree  is  doubt- 
ed to  be  the  genuine,  feeds 
of  the  true  may  be  procured 
from  the  ifle  of  Scio. 

This  tree  grows  in  Italy,  Syria, 
and  India,  but  the  warmer 
climates  yield  the  beft  gum. 

From  Aleppo.  This  deep  tap- 
rooted  plant  will  thrive  well 
in  all  the  warm  fandy  foils 
of  our  foathern  colonies. 

This  has  been  recommended 
already  to  be  fown  in  our 
fouthern  colonies  of  North- 
America. 

This  grows  in  Upper  Egypt, 
and  is  brought  from  thence 
to  Alexandria  ;  it  will  not 
be  difficult  to  procure  the 
feeds  of  this  ufeful  drug. 

This  plant  grows  in  moift  pla- 
ces in  China,  and  is  of  great 
ufe  in  that  country. 

The  feed  of  this   plant   was 

brought    to  England  about 

five  years  ago,  byDr.Moun- 

fey,  F.  R.  S.  from  Mofcow, 

and 


[     V     ] 

Latin  Names.      [2d  Ed.  Lm.  Sp.     Englifli  Names. 


Calamus Rotang  p.  463 
Pterocarpu-^  Draco  p  1662 
Palma  Yuccje  fo- 
liis  Arbor  Draco 


Dolichos  Soja 


Laurus  Caflia 
Laurus  Cinamomum 


Laurus  Camphora 
Cycas  Circinalis 

Amyris  Gileadenils 


Dale.  272 
Lin.  Sp.  1023 


Obfervations. 

and  appears  by  experiment 
to  be  the  genuine  true  Rhu- 
barb of  the  (hops,  and  is  a 
moft  valuable  acquifitioa  to 
this  country,  as  it  will  grow 
well  in  a  deep  rich  foil,  in- 
clining to  a  fandy  or  gra- 
velly loam,  but  not  in  too 
wet  a  fituation,  and  may  be 
cultivated  both  here  and  ia 
North- America. 

From  a  kind  of  cane  in  the 
Eaft-Indies.  2.  From  Java 
and  Surinam.  3.  From  the 
Canary  and  Madeira  iflands. 

Ufed  for  making  Soye  f  or  In- 
dia Ketchup,  See  Ksmp. 
Amaeniiatis,  837. 

Grows  in  Sumatra. 

In  Ceylon,  Guadaloupe,  and 
in  moft  of  our  newly  ceded 
iflands, 

fn  Japan,  now  in  England  in  the 
green-houfes  about  Loudon-. 

In  Java,  and  the  warmeft  parts 
of  the  Eaft-Indies. 

Lately  difcovered  in  Arabia  by 
Dr.  Forlkall,  and  defcribed 
by  Dr.  Linnsus  in  a  late 
diftertaiion. 

Arundo 

f  The  method  of  preparing  Eaft- India  Soye  or  India  Kexhup. 
Take  a  certain  meafure,  for  inllance  a  gallon,  of  that-  fort  of  kidney-beans,  called  Daidfa 
by  the  Japonefe,  and  Caravances  by  the  Europeans,  let  them  be  boiled  till  they  are  foft  ;  aUb  a 
gallon  of  bruifed  wheat  or  barley,  (but  wheat  makes  the  blackeft  So)'e)  and  a  gallon  of  common 
fait.  Let  the  boiled  caravances  be  mixt  with  the  bruifed  wheat,  and  be  kept  covered  clofe  a  day 
and  a  night  in  a  warm  place,  that  it  may  ferment.  Then  put  the  mixture  of  the  caravances 
and  wheat  together  with  the  gallon  of  fait,  into  an  earthen  veflel,  with  two  gallons  and  a  half 
of  common  water,  and  cover  it  up  very  clofe.  The  next  day  ftir  it  about  well  with  a  batterino- 
machine  or  mill  (Rutabulum)  for  feveral  days,  twice  or  thrice  a  day,  in  order  to  blend  it  moie 
thoroughly  together.  This  work  mufl:  be  continued  for  two  or  three  months,  then  ftrain  off  and 
prefs  out  the  liquor,  and  keep  it  L)t  ufe  in  wooden  veflels ;  the  older  it  is  tlie  cle;rer  it  will  be, 
and  of  fo  much  more  value.  After  it  is  prefled  out,  you  may  pour  on  the  remaining  mafs  more 
water,  then  flir  it  about  violently,  and  in  fome  days  after  you  may  prefs  out  more  Soye. 

*  The  camphire  from  Sumatra  is  greatly  preferable  to  that  of  Japan  ;  we  are  not  certain 
whether  it  is  from  a  different  fpecies  of  tree,  but  it  ftems  well  worth  inquiring  into,  as  the 
effefts  of  proportionable  quantities  in  medicine  are  furprizingly  difiirent,  perhaps  it  may  be 
owing  to  the  great  difference  of  heat  in  the  climates. 

I  We  have  in  the  iOand  of  Jamaica,  a  fpecie^of  tree  of  this  genus,  called  by  Linnsus  Amvrls 
baliamifera,     See  Species  Plantarum,  p.  496.     Sir  lians  Sloane,  in  his  Hilt,  of  Jam.  Vol.  2, 

p.  ^i. 


p.  528 
p.  528 


p.  528 
p    1658 

Lin.  Mant.  165. 


Three  forts  of  Gum 
Dragon  or  Dra 
gon's  blood 


A  kind  of  kidney- 
bean  called  Daid- 
fu 

Caflia  Lignea-tree 
Cinnamon- tree 


Camphire- tree  * 
Sago  Palm-tree 


True  balm  of  Gile- 
ad-tree  t 


Latin  Names, 
Arundo  Bambo 


Anacardus  Oiienta- 
lis 


Thea 


2d  Ed,  Lla.  Sp 


p.  120 


Ksmph  Am, 
P-  793- 


Lin.  Sp  p.  734 


[     vi     ] 

Englifh  Names. 

The  true  Bamboo 
cane 


Siam  varnini-tree, 
called  Ton-rak 
by  the  Japoncfe 


Tea 


Obferv^tions, 

Of  great  ufe  in  China,  and 
might  be  alfo  in  our  Ameri- 
can iflands. 

The  fruit  of  this  is  the  Malacca 
bean,  or  marking  nut,  and 
the  Oriental  Anacardium  of 
the  (hops.  This  is  the  com- 
mon varnilh  of  the  Eaft-In- 
dies  as  defcribed  by  Ksemp- 
fer. 

From  Japan  and  China.  See 
Kampfer's  Amsenitates,  p. 
605.  * 

Gardenia 

p.  24,  calls  this  tree  Lignum  Rhodium,  from  the  odoriferous  fmell  of  its  wood  when  burnt, 
which  it  difFufes  a  great  way  ;  for  which  reafon  he  believes  it  to  be  the  tree  that  afforded  the 
pgreeable  fcent  which  Columbus  perceived  on  the  fouth  fhore  of  Cuba,   upon  the  difcovery  of  that 

ifiand,  as  it  is  mentioned  by  feveral  hiliorians. Dr.  Pat.  Browne,  in  his  hif'ory  of  Jamaica, 

p.  208.  calls  this  tree  white  candlewood,  or  rofewood,  and  commends  it  much  ;  he  fays  it  is 
'  very  relinous,  burns  freely,  and  aftbrds  a  moil:  agreeable  fmell  ;   and  that  all  the  parts  of  this  tree 

are  full  of  warm  and  aromatic  particles -Quere,  Whether  it  is  not  worth   while  to  extraft 

the  balfam,  as  it  agrees  fo  near  in  charaiSler  and  genus  with  that  moll  valuable  drug  the  balfam 
of  Mecca  ? 

*  The  beft  method  of  bringing  this  valuable  tree  to  England,  is  by  fowing  the  feeds  in  tubs  or 
pots,  which  feeds  may  be  procured  in  plenty  from  the  tea  country,  perfeftly  ripe  in  the  autumn, 
about  the  time  of  the  departure  of  our  Eall-India  fhips  from  Canton  in  China.  Thefe  tubs  or 
pots  muftbe  well  fccurcd  by  a  wired  covering  to  keep  them  from  the  rat  ,  which  will  otherwife 
dellroy  them  as  foon  as  they  come  out  of  the  ground.  Some  of  the  feeds  fhould  be  preferved  in 
bees-wax,  in  order  to  be  fown  at  different  times  on  the  voyage,  and  likewife  fome  of  thofe  in 
wax  to  be  brought  home.  The  earth  in  the  tubs  or  pots  fhould  be  flirred  near  the  edges,  to 
prevent  any  mouldinefs  ;  this  may  be  done  with  a  thin  flat  flick  ;  and  to  prevent  the  faline 
vapour  being  too  much  abforbed  by  the  earth,  a  flight  covering  of  land  mofs  or  chafFmay  now 
and  then  be  repeated.  This  covering  will  likewife  prevent  the  earth  growing  too  dry  on  the 
furface,  and  fave  the  young  fibres  from  the  burning  heat  of  the  fun's  rays  in  thofe  hot  climates. 
When  the  plants  appear,  they  mufl  be  kept  as  far  from  thefpray  of  the  fea  as  poflible  in  rough 
weather,  and  the  cabin  windows  fhould  not  be  left  open  on  them,  unlefs  in  very  moderate 
weather.  When  the  feeds  are  incloled  in  wax,  they  mufl;  iirft  be  very  carefully  wiped  quite 
clean  and  dry,  for  the  leaftdirt  or  damp  will  turn  to  mouldinefs  and  rot  them  ;  and  after  each 
feed  is  carefully  wrapt  up  in  a  coat  of  foft  bees-wax,  they  fhould  be  put  into  fmall  wooden  boxes 
wherein  there  has  been  poured  fome  melted  wax,  juft  at  the  time  that  the  wax  is  cool  enough  for 
one  to  bear  their  finger  in  it,  and  is  flill  fluid  ;  when  they  are  thus  covered  with  wax,  all  cracks 
that  proceed  from  fhrinking  on  the  cooling  of  the  wax,  muft  be  (lopped  quite  clofe  with  very  foft 
wax.  The  cover  of  the  box  then  may  be  put  on,  and  kept  in  an  airy  cool  place.  The  befl  foil 
for  them  is  a  frefh  foapy  crumbling  loam,  fuch  as  the  under  turf  of  earth  of  many  of  our  com- 
mons in  England.  They  muli  have  but  a  moderate  fhare  of  water  on  the  voyage,  fo  much  as 
will  keep  the  earth  from  being  hard  arid  binding  ;  the  covering  the  tubs  with  mols  will  greatly 
prevent  this.  If  by  accident  the  tops  of  the  young  plants  fhould  be  broke  off,  the  roots 
fliould  not  be  thrown  away,  as  they  may  (hoot  again.  The  celebrated  Linnasus  is  now  in 
pofleflion  of  fome  tea- trees,  which  were  brought  over  to  him  in  the  year  1763,  by  captain 
Ekenberg,  the  commander  of  a  Swedifli  Eaft-Indiaman.  The  captain  fowed  them  in  good 
c«rth  jult  upon  his  departure,  and  took  care  to  keep  them  as  much  as  poffible  from  the  faline 

vapour 


Latin  Names. 
Gardenia  Florida 

Mangifera  Indica 
Morus  papyrifera 


Cinchona  OfEcina- 
tis 


Dorftenia  Contray- 
erva 

Smllax  Sarfaparilla 


Copaifera  Officina- 
lis. 
Toluifera  Balfamum 


Hymenea  Courbaril 


[     vii     ] 

Englifh  Names. 
Umkyof  the  Chinefe 


Eaft-India  Mango 
tree 


Paper  Mulberry - 
tree 


2d  Ed.  Lin.  Sp.    Englifh  Names.  Obfervations. 

p.  305  Umkyof  the  Chinefe  Ufed  in  dying  fcarlet  in  China. 

See  Phil.  Tranf.  Vol.  52.  p. 
654. 

p.  290  Eafl-India  Mango-  This   excellent  fruit  is  much 

efleemed  in  the  Eafl-Indies, 
and  'tis  faid  there  is  a  tree  of 
it  now  growing  in  the  ifland 
of  Madeira. 

P-  139,9  Paper  Mulberry-      Ufed  for  making  paper  in  Ja- 

pan. SeeKaemph.  Amsenit. 
p.  467.  This  has  been  fome 
time  in  the  Englifh  gardens. 

p.  244  Jefuits-bark  tree       This  grows  at  Loxa  in  the  pro- 

vince of  Peru,  and  could  it 
be  obtained  fo  as  to  be  culti- 
vated in  ourAmerican  iflands, 
would  be  of  infinite  advan- 
tage to  us. 

p.  176  Contrayerva-root      This    grows    in   New  Spain, 

Mexico,  and  Peru. 

p.  1459  Sarfaparilla- root       It  is  brought  from  the  bay  of 

Campeachy,  and  the  gulph 
of  Honduras,  where  it 
grows  in  plenty,  and  might 
eafily  be  propagated  in  Flo- 
rida. 

p.  557  .     Balfam  Copaiva  tree  In  Brazil,  and  Martinico. 

BaJfam  Tolu  tree      This  tree  grows  near  Cartha- 
gena,  South-America. 

p.  537  The  Locuft  or  Gum  This  tree  is  now  known  to  yield 

Copal  tree  for  the  the  true  Gum  Copal,  and 
fineft  tranfpareni  that  the  difference  between 
varnifh.  this  and  Gum  Anime,   may 

be  owing  to  foil  and  heat  of 
climate  ;    it   grows  wild  in 
our 

vapour  of  the  fea  :  they  are  now  in  a  fine  thriving  ftate  in  the  phyfic  garden  at  Upfal. By 

purfaing  this  method,  we  may  bring  feeds  or  plants  in  a  vegetating  flate  to  England   from    tVie 

remotclt  parts  of  the  world. f  t  is  alTerted  by  fome  people,    that  the  green  tea  and  the  boltea 

tea  are  two  different  fpecies,  but  without  foundation  :  They  are  one  and  the  fame  fpeci  :s.  It  is 
the  nature  of  the  foil,  the  culture,  and  manner  of  gathering  and  drying  the  leaves,  that  makes 
the  diiFerence  ;  for  take  a  green  tea  tree  and  plant  it  in  the  bohea  country,  and  it  will  pioduce  bo- 
hea  tea,  and  fo  the  contrary.  This  is  a  fadlattefted  by  gentlemen  now  in  London,  thai  have 
lefided  many  years  in  China,  and  been  for  fome  time  where  the  tea  grows. 


[ 
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Latin  Names, 


Jalapium  OfEcIna- 
rum 


Bixa  Orellana 


2d  Ed.  Lia>  Sp. 


Dale.  183 


Mimofa  Senegal 
Mimofa  Nilotica 
Ficus  Sycomorus 

Ficus  Carica 

Vitis  Apyrena 

Fiaxinus  Ornus 


Lin.  Sp,  73c 


Englifh  Names, 


True  Jalap 


p.  1506 
p.  1506 

P-  1513 
P-  293 
p. 1510 


Obfervations. 

our  American  iflands,  the 
Mofkito  flaore,  and  in  Terra 
Firma. 

This  plant  is  fuppofed  by  fome 
to  be  a  kind  of  Bindweed  or 
Convolvulus  that  grows  near 
Mexico  J  by  others  it  is 
thought  to  be  a  fpecies  of 
Marvel  of  Peru. 

This  grows  in  all  the  warm 
climates  of  America.  The 
French  cultivate  it,  but  what 
the  Spaniards  fend  is  much 
richer  in  colour  and  more 
valuable. 


Gum  Senegal  tree  This  grows  in  .^gypt,  and  in 
Senegal. 


Arnotto,  for  dying 


Gum  Arabick 


True  Sycamore 
Zaccheus 


Turkey  Figs 


Currants  or  Corin 
thian  grapes 


Calabrian  Manna 
Afli* 


In   .ffigypt,    from  whence  the 
feeds  may  be  procured. 

of  This  Is  reckoned  the  mod  du- 
rable timber  we  know.  The 
repofitories  of  the  Mummies 
found  in  JEgypt  are  made  of 
this  timber. 


Figs  grow  in  the  greateft  per- 
fedllon  in  Carolina,  and 
would  become  a  valuable 
trade  if  they  had  the  method 
of  curing  them  as  in  Turkey. 

The  cuttings  of  this  vine  might 
be  procured  fromZant  in  the 
winter  feafon,  -and  firft  pro- 
pagated here,  and  after- 
wards in  our  colonies. 

This  is  worth  trying  in  our 
fouthern  colonies,  where 
the  heats  are  violent  in  the 
fummer.  It  is  common  in 
our  nurfery  gardens. 

Amygdalus 


•  There  is  no  drug  fo  liable  to  adulteration  as  this ;  and  therefore,  as  it  is  a  medicine  (o  fre- 
quently in  ufe  among  perfons  of  tender  conftitutionE,  elpecially  young  children,  great  care  fliould 
be  taken  to  have  it  genuine. 


Latin  Names. 

AroygdalusCommu- 
nis 


Capparis  Spinofa 


2d  Ed.  Lin.  Sp. 
p.  677 

p.  720 


Punica  Granatum 


p.  676 


Lichen  Roccella 


Ciftus  Ladanifera 

BuboQ  Galbanum 

Paflinaca  Opoponax 

Amomum  Carda- 
momum 

Curcuma  Longa 

Aftragalus  Traga- 
cantha 

Cucumis  Colycin- 
this  T 

Gentiana  lutca 


Similax  China 
Pimplnella  Anifum 
Gambogia  Gutta 


p.  1622 


P-  737 
P-  364 
P-376 
p.  2 

P-  3 

p.  1073 

P-  1435 
P-  329 

P-  1459 
P-  379 
P  728 
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Englifli  Names. 

Jordan  and  bitter 
Almonds 

Caper  tree 


Balauftians,  or  the 
blofToms  of  the 
double  flowering 
pomegranate 


Argal,  Canary- 
weed,  or  Orchell 


Gum  Labdanum 
Gum  Galbanum 
Gum  Opoponax 
Cardamums 

Tumerick 

Gum  Tragacanth 
or  Gum  Dragon 

Coloquintida,  or 
bitter  apple 

Gen.'lan 

China  root 

Anife  feeds 

Gamboge 
H 


Obfcrvations. 

Thefe  would  grow  to  great 
perfedlion  in  our  fouthern 
colonies. 

This  (hrub  requires  a  rocky 
foil  to  grow  in,  as  it  is  about 
Marfeilles  and  Tculon. 
Small  plants  may  be  fent 
from  hence,  being  to  be  pur- 
chafed  of  our  nurfery  men. 

This  tree  would  thrive  ex- 
tremely well  in  our  fouthern 
provinces,  and  yield  a  pro- 
fitable article  in  their  blof- 
foms.  Plants  of  this  kind 
are  to  be  bought  from  mofl 
of  our  nurfery-men. 

'Tis  pofllble  this  valuable  plant 
may  be  found  in  our  Ameri- 
can iflands,  as  well  as  in  the 
Canaries  and  Cape-Verd 
illands. 

In  Spain  and  the  Archipelago. 

fn  Ethiopia. 

In  Sicily. 


In 


art-Indies 


In  the  Eaft-Indles. 

In  the  fouth  of  France  and  In 
Sicily. 

In  Africa. 


In  the  Alps,  Appenines,  and 
Pyrenees.  To  be  had  of 
the  nurfery-men. 

In  China  and  in  New  Spaixa. 

In  Egypt. 

In  the  Eaft-Indles. 

Quercus 


Latin  Names. 

Quercus  Coccifera 

Myrrha  Offic. 

Benzoinum  Offic. 

AmmoniacumOfEc. 

Balfamum  Perua- 
num 

Olibanutn  Thus 
Mas. 

Nux  Mofchata 
Offic 

Caryophyllus  Offic, 

Piper  Nigrum 

Garcinia  Monga- 
Aooa 

Lechee 
Ipecacuanha 
Ferula  Afla  Faetida 


2dEd.  Lln.Sp. 

Dale.  Pha.  325 
Dale.  303 
Dale.  119 
Dale.  337 

Dale.  348 

Dale.  302 

Dale.  295 
Lin.  Sp.  40- 
P-635 


Dale.  170 
Margrave  17 


Lin.  Sp.  356 


[  ^  ] 

Engliffi  Names. 

Alkermes  oak 

Gum  Myrrh 

Gum  Benjamin 

Gum  Ammoniacum 

Natural  Balfam  of 
Peru 

Frankincenfe 

Nutmegs  with 
Mace  t 

Cloves 

Pepper 

Mangofteens 

Lechee  of  China 


Ipecacuanha  of  the 
(hops,  or  Brafilian 
root 

Afla  Faetida,  or  De- 
vil's-dung,  called 
Hing  in  the  Malay 
language 


Obfervations: 
About  Marfeilles  and  Touloa. 
In  Abyflinia. 
In  Sumatra  and  Java. 
In  Africa. 
In  Peru. 

In  the  Upper  Egypt  and  interi- 
or parts  of  Africa. 

In  Amboyna 

In  the  Molucca  iflands. 

Sumatra. 

A  mod  delicious  fruit,  grows 
in  Java,  and  in  feveral  parts 
of  the  Eaft-Indies. 

This  fruit  is  highly  commend- 
ed by  all  peifons  that  have 
been  in  China. 

Very  ufeful  in  medicine. 


The  gum  of  this  plant  is  much 
ufed  in  medicine.  Kasmpf. 
535  and  536. 


To  thefe  may,  be  added  the  eftablifhing  of  Apiaries  for  bees- wax  and  honey  i 
and  thebringingover  Angora  goats  fromNatolia  forthebeneficialarticle  mofcair. 
Thefe  animals  would  thrive  in  all  the  latitudes  of  North-America,  between 
thirty  and  forty  degrees,  and  may  be  as  eafily  procured  by   us,  as  they  have 

f  Specimens  of  the  Nutmeg-tree  in  fruit  from  the  ifland  of  Tobago  have  been  lately  received 
by  the  earl  of  Hillfborough,^  which'  his  lordlhip  has  fent,  with  fpecimens  of  many  other  curious 
plants,  for  the  inibrmation  of  the  publick,  to  the  BruifhMufcam.  They  are  certainly  of  the 
fame  genus  with  the  true  nutmeg,  and  poflibly  may  be  improved  by  culcivation  ;  the  mace 
evidently  covers  them,  and  they  have  all  the  charafters  and  the  fame  leaves  with  the  wild  Nut- 
meg-tree defcribed  by  Rumphius,  in  his  Herbarium  Amboinenfe,  publiftied  by  Burman, 

a  been 
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been  by  the  Swedes,  who,  in  order,  to  harden  them  to  the  feverity  of  thelf 
climate,  have  artfully  contrived  to  mix  the  breed  with  their  own  goacs. 

Laftly,  the  cultivation  of  the  Madeira  grape,  or  any  other  ufefui  liind  of 
grape,  may  be  worth  while  attempting.  I  know  the  objedlon  to  vineyards 
in  Carolina  and  Georgia  is,  that  the  rainy  feafons  coming  on  in  autumn,  as 
the  grapes  are  ripening,  they  burfl:  and  become  unfit  to  make  wine  ;  but 
as  it  is  a  well  known  truth,  that  vines  of  many  forts  grow  wild  in  the  woods 
of  America,  and  bring  their  grapes  toperfeflion  by  twining  up  trees,  Nature 
therefore  feems  to  point  out  to  us  this  method  of  planting  them  ;  and,  fuppo- 
ling  rows  of  mulberry-trees  were  planted  to  be  their  fupporters,  (as  I  am  in- 
formed they  are  in  fome  parts  of  Italy)  they  might  Ihelter  them  from  the 
violence  of  the  rains,  as  well  as  be  ufefui  for  filk-worms  ;  whereas  in  vineyards 
where  the  vines  are  led  along  fo  clofe  to  the  ground  as  they  are  in  France, 
the  grapes  muft  necelTarily  lie  open  to  the  wet  and  dirt,  that  muft  una- 
voidably be  thrown  on  them  in  violent  fliowers  from  their  too  expofed  fitu- 
ation. 

I  hope  before  long,  to  fee  wifdom  direfling,  and  wealth  affifting,  the 
hand  of  induftry  in  Eaft-Florida.  • 

The  attention  that  has  been  paid  to  this  colony,  fince  the  preceding  account 
was  firft  publifhed,  fufficiently  proves,  that  neither  the  gentlemen,  or  the 
nobility  of  England,  are  deficient  in  enterprize,  where  an  objed  that  merits 
attention  is  fet  before  them. 

A  country  unknown,  muft,  if  a  paradife,  ftill  continue  a  defart.  It  is  the 
happinefs  of  the  prefent  age,  that  an  aftive  fpirit  is  feen  every  where  ;  and 
that  all  means  of  acquiring  wealth  and  bettering  the  private  condition  of  life 
are  fought  after,  and  examined  to  the  bottom,  fo  that  nothing  which  deferves 
attention,  remains  long  unknown,  after  the  means  of  information  are  to  be 
come  at. 

Ha  To 
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To  form  a  competent  judgment  of  the  nature  and  value  of  any  country,  re- 
quires an  enlarged  and  an  adlive  mind.  The  following  Journal  will  help  to  ma- 
nifeft  the  natural  advantages  of  Eaft-Florida,  and  the  experienceof  a  very  few 
years,  will,  I  doubt  not,  fufficiently  manifcft  the  value  of  them. 


William  Stork,  M.  D. 


[  I  J 
A    JOURNAL,     &c. 

ECEMBER  the  19th,  1765,  fet  out  from  St.  Augufline  early 
in  the  morning,  which  was  frofty,  the  ground  being  covered  with 
a  white  hoar  froft.  We  travelled  to  Greenwood's  houfe,  where  we 
lodged  ;  the  roads  were  very  wet,  by  reafon  of  much  rain  that  lately  fell ; 
here  I  obferved  very  large  oaks,  magnolias*,  liquid-amber  %  near  100  foot 
high,  and  guilandin^i ''  30  ;  thefe  grew  on  a  high  bluff  8  or  10  foot  above 
the  furfaceof  the  river,  which  rifes  here  18  inches  at  high  water,  and  in  dry 
feafons  is  fometimes  brackifh,  but  in  wet  is  drinkable  to  Cow-ford,  which 
is  12  miles  below  this,  and  about  24  from  its  mouth. 

20th.  Set  out  for  Robert  Davis's,  whofe  fon  the  Governor  had  ordered  to 
take  us  up  to  fearch  for  the  head  of  the  river  Sr.  John's ;  and  having  necefla- 

•  The  Magnolia  mentioned  here  among  the  trees  loo  feet  high,  muft  be  the  Laurel-leafed 
Tulip-tree  ;  and  is  the  moll  elegant  evergreen  tree  of  North-America,  both  for  its  large  milk- 
white  odoriferous  bloffoms,  and  its  fliining  Laurel  fliaped  leaves.  It  will  fcarcely  bear  this 
climate  without  flieher  in  fevere  winters,  unUfs  near  the  fouthern  fea-coaft.  This  is  the  Mag- 
nolia grandifiora,  Linn.  Spec.  p.  755. 

a  Liquidambar  ftyraciflua,  Lin.  Spec.  1418.  American  gum-ftorax-tree,  with  a  maple-leaf, 

called  alfo  fweet-gum. MonardeF,  in  his  hiftory  of  Mexico,  calls  this  tree  by  the  name   of 

liquid-amber,  where  he  fays  it  grows  to  avail  height  ;  and  that  upon  wounding  its  thick  fpongy 
bark,  the  balfam  flows  out,  of  the  fame  fcent  with  llorax.  See  Cafp.  4.  Bauh.  Pin.  p.  502. 
This  tree  grows  not  only  in  Mexico,  but  in  the  greated  part  of  North- America,  from  the  Flori- 
das  to  New-York  ;  it  yields  its  valuable  balfam  in  proportion  to  the  heat  of  the  climate  it  grows 
in.  Some  excellent  fpecimens  of  it  have  been  collefled  in  Georgia  lately.  It  is  found  to  be  an 
admirable  remedy  for  green  wounds  or  bruifes. 

b  Guilandina  dioica,  Linn.  Spec.  546.  Bonduc  or   NickarNu'. We  have  two  kinds  of 

this  genus  in  the  Welt-India  Iflands,  that  are  climbing  plants ;  one  of  them  is  thorny,  and  bears 
pods  with  round  grey  feeds  like  marbles ;  the  other  has  no  thorns,  and  bears  yellow  feeds  of 
the  fame  fize  with  the  former,  and  are  likewife  ufed  by  children  to  play  with.  The  one  men- 
tioned here,  may  be  the  fame  that  Monf  du  Hamel  of  Paris  fays  grows  wild  in  Canada,  and  is 
male  and  female  in  different  plants.  This  tree  is  very  hardy  in  refpeft  to  cold,  andefteemed  one 
of  the  rarefl  and  moll  elegant  hardy  trees  in  the  Englilh  gardens,  growing  ere<5l  with  large 
doubly-pinnated  leaves. 

rics 
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ties  provided,  I,  my  fon  William,  Mr.  Yates,  and  Mr.  Davis,  embarked  in 
a  battoe  -,  Mr.  Davis  was  not  only  to  conduft  us,  but  alfo  to  hunt  venifon  for 
us,  being  a  good  hunter,  and  his  Negro  was  to  row  and  cook  for  us  all,  the 
Governor  bearing  ourexpences. 

2ifi:.  Thermometer  74.  P.  M.  The  Vv^ind  blew  from  the  fouth  right  againft 
us,  fo  ftrong  that  we  could  not  advance  ;  fo  ftaid  at  Mr.  Davis's,  who  walk- 
ed with  us  about  his  land,  on  which  grew  very  large  evergreen  and  water 
oaks,  magnolia,  liquid  amber,  red  bay  "  2  foot  in  diameter  and  100  high, 
and  feme  curious  fhrubs  and  plants  we  never  obferved  before,  with  orange- 
trees  amongft  them,  large  zanthoxylum  ^^  and  purple-berried  bay  ^. 

22d.  Thermometer  70,  wind  S.  W.  Cleared  up,  and  we  fet  out  from 
Mr.  Davis's  ;  but  the  wind  turning  fouch  again  and  blowing  hard  againft  us, 
we  rowed  but  a  few  miles,  then  landed  and  walked  on  fhore,  found  a  pretty 
evergreen  ^  which  produces  nuts  or  ftones  as  big  as  acorns,  and  good  to  eat, 
and  perhaps  may  be  improved  by  culture  to  be  near  as  good  as  almonds ;  it 
bears  plentifully,  grows  8  or  10  foot  high,  the  people  call  them  wild  limes, 
for  this  (hrub  much  refembles  that  tree  •,  here  grew  chinquapins,  the  middling 
ground  being  generally  300  yards  broad  to  the  higher  land,  fome  litile 
fwamps  bordering  the  fmall  rivulets  ;  we  encamped,  faw  a  large  allegator : 
The  fhorcs  of  the  river  are  generally  very  fhoal  for  above  100  miles,  at  50 
yards  diftance  more  or  lefs  from  the  banks,  the  lowilh  or  middle  ground  be- 
tween the  fwamp  and  pine  land  is  generally  fand  mixed  wich  black  mould, 

c  Laurus  Boibonia,  Linn.  Spec.  529.  Red-Bay.— —This  tree  makes  excellent  timber  for  the 
cabinet-makers,  and  is  very  1  ttle  inferior  to  mahogany  ;  fome  trees  of  this  kind  are  fo  clofe- 
grained,  that  they  are  not  to  be  diftinguifhed  from  the  beft  mahogany.  They  grow  much 
larger  near  the  fea- coaft  than  in  the  inner  part?,  and  will  foon  become  a  beneficial  article  of  trade. 

d  Zanthoxylon,  Clava  Herculis,  Linn.  Spec.    1455.  Tooth-ach-tiee. Dr.  Linnreus  ob- 

ferves,  that  this  is  the  famefpecies  that  grows  in  Japon,  and  is  called  there  Seo  and  Sansjo,  or 
Japon-pepper,  where  they  ufe  it  to  feafon  their  food,  as  we  do  pepper  and  ginger.  Vid.  K^mp- 
fer's  Amoenitates,  p.  892.     Befides  this,  the  wood  will  afford  a  yellow  dye. 

e  The  Puiple-berried  Bay,  is  called  by  Catelby  a  Liguftrum  or  Evergreen  Privet;  but  Dr. 
Solander,  who  has  diffefted  many  fpecimens  of  it,  both  with  bloflbms  and  fruit  on  them,  fays  it 
is  a  fpecies  of  olive  :  it  is  a  beautiful  evergreen-tree,  with  oppofite  lanceolated  leaves,  as  long 
as  thofe  of  the  Red-bay. 

f  This  fhrab  is  well  worth  enquiring  after  ;  it  is  not  known  at  prefent  to  the  Botanifts  by 
this  fuperficial  defcription. 

formed 
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formed  from  the  rotting  of  the  fallen  ieaves  from  the  thick  bru(h  and  tall  trees, 
which  generally  grow  plentifully  in  this  kind  of  ground  ;  the  palmettos  like- 
wife  grow  pretty  plentifully  between  thefe  middle  grounds  and  pine  lands. 

23d.  Cold  morning,  thermometer  42,  wind  N.  W.  Arrived  and  lodged  at 
Picolata. 

24th.  Cold  morning,  thermometer  50,  wind  N.  W.  Blowed  pretty  frefli, 
but  ceafed  towards  night  ;  landed,  and  Mr.  Davis  Ihot  a  deer,  and  his  Negro 
a  turkey.  I  and  my  fon  walked  in  the  woods  to  obferve  the  foil  and  plants, 
with  a  man  that  went  to  fell  feme  trees  for  honey  :  he  felled  one  that  contain- 
ed only  feme  yellow  wafps,  that  had  taken  up  their  winter-quarters  in  a  pine- 
tree  ;  we  then  walked  to  another  hollow  tree,  wherein  was  a  fwarm  of  bees 
and  fome  honey  ;  but  both  the  white  people  and  Indians  often  meet  withfuch 
good  fuccefs,  as  to  find  great  quantities  of  honey  and  wax,  even  ten  gallons, 
more  or  lefs,  out  of  one  tree  ;  the  Indians  eat  much  of  it  with  their  venifon 
and  four  oranges,  of  which  they  cut  off  one  end,  then  pour  the  honey  into 
the  pulp,  and  fcoup  both  out  as  a  relifhing  morfel.  We  then  foon  crofTed  the 
river  to  a  point,  where  we  lodged,  and  faw  many  rocks  of  congealed  fnail  and 
mufcle-fhells ;  here  was  a  patch  of  good  fwamp,  but  the  pine-lands  approach- 
ed near  the  river,  and  generally  a  perch  or  more  of  palmetto-ground,  gently 
riling  between  the  fwamp  and  pine-land. 

25th.  Cool  hazy  morning,  thermometer  46  in  the  open  air,  (in  which  all 
my  thermometrical  obfervations  up  the  river  are  taken).  After  feveral  miles, 
by  choice  fwamps  near  the  river,  v/e  landed  at  a  point  of  high  ground,  which 
has  been  an  ancient  plantation  of  Indians  or  Spaniards  j  many  live  oak-trees 
grew  upon  it  near  two  foot  diameter,  and  plenty  of  oranges ;  the  foil  was 
fandy  but  pretty  good  ;  we  walked  back  from  the  river,  the  ground  rifing 
gradually  from  the  fwamp  on  the  right-hand,  where  grow  fmall  evergreen- 
oaks,  hiccory,  chinquapins,  and  great  magnolia,  and  in  the  fwamp  grows 
the  fwamp  *  or  northern  kind  18  inches  diameter,  and  60  foot  high,  liquid- 
amber 

•  This  is  the  Magnolia  glauca  of  Linnxus  Sp.  p.  755,  and  is  the  moll  valuable  fiirub  thu  the 
gardeners  import  to  England,  both  on  the  accountofits  Handing  the  feveieftfroil,  and  the  delightful 
f.agrar.cy  of  its  large  white  flowers  ;  there  is  a  great  demand  for  this  (hrub  both  at  horn?  and 

abro.id  >. 
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«mber  and  red-Riaple  3  foot  diameter,  elm,  afh,  and  bay^  ;  the  plants  were 
moft  forts  of  the  northern  ferns,  faururus  ^  iris  ^,  pancratium  '',  large  long 
fiovyering convolvulus'  running  20  foot  high,  chenopodium  "  as  high,  and 4 
inches  diameter,  pontederia"  and  dracontlum.  Cloudy  cool  day,  arrived  at 
fquire  Roll's,  ab!ufFpoint  17  foot  high,  more  or  lefs,  of  which  5  foot  is 
compofed  of  fnail  and  mufcle-flielii,  mixed  with  black  mould  or  rotten  vege- 
tables, intermixed  with  fand,  20  paces  diftant  from  the  (bore,  aad  diminilh- 
ing  all  the  way  to  the  yellow  foil,  on  which  grows  large  evergreen-oaks, 
evergreen  (hrub-oaks,  where  the  pine-lands  begin  at  50  yards  from  the  river  : 
This  fhell-blufF  is  300  yards  more  or  lefs  along  the  river's  bank,  gradually 
defcending  each  way  to  a  little  fwamp,  round  the  head  of  which'  the  pine- 
lands  continue  down  the  river  a  good  way,  and  a  little  v/ay  up  it ;  the  bluff 
feems  all  foil  and  fliells,  but  back  near  the  Savanna's  is  found  fome  clay ; 
there  is  a  fmallSpanilh  intrenchment  on  the  bluff  about  20  paces  fquare,  and 
pieces  of  Indian  pots  ;  the  river  is  very  deep  near  the  bluff',  though  there  is  a 
great  barr  oppofite  to  the  town,  and  a  very  rich  extenfive  fwamp. 

26th.  Thermometer  temperate,  fine  day,  wind  fouth.  Excellent  fwamps 
on  both  fides  of  the  river,  fome  2  or  3  miles  deep  ;  landed  on  Dunn's  Ifland 
on  a  large  fnail  (hell  ridge,  the  adjacent  fwamp  excellent,  and  the  middle 
ground  rich  for  corn,  turkeys  and  alligators  plenty,  faw  a  middling  fized 
Indian  tumulus,  20  yards  diameter  and  6  or  8  foot  high  ;  arrived  foon  at 
Spalding's  Lower-ftcre,  on  the  weft- fide  of  the  river,  37  mihs  from  Picolata 
and  50  from  Latchaway,  an  inland  Indian  town,  near  half  the  way  pine-land 
and  palmetto-ground  ;  Ic  is  generally  affirmed,  that  the  foil  at  Latchaway  is 
excellent,  and  produceth  good  corn  and  rich  paflure  5  we  encamped  on  a 
bluff  in  the  pine-land,  over-againft  a  rich  little  ifland. 

abroad.     Here  we  find  it  grows  to  a  large  tree  ;  which  is  a  ftrong  proof  of  the  richnefs  of  the 
cil,  as  well  as  the  excellency  of  the  climate. 
f  Saururus  cernuus,  Linn.  Spec.  489.     Lizard's-tail,  a  creeping  plant  with  heart-lhaped  leaves, 
g  Iris,  inEnglifh,  flower-de-luce. 

h  Pancratium  Carolinianum,  Linn.  Spec.  418.    Carolina  fea-dafFodil. 
i  Convolvulus,  in  Englifli,  bindweed, 
k  Chenopodiura,  in  Englifh,  goofe-foot. 
1  Pontederia,  a  water-plant,  with  arrow-headed  leaves,  and  a  fpike  of  blue  flowers. 

27ih. 
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27th.  Thermometer  50,  fine  morning.  Set  out  from  the  Store,  and  about 
.5  miles  above,  landed  on  a  high  bluff,  on  thecaft-fide  of  the  river,  at  John- 
fon's  Spring,  a  run  of  clear  and  fweet  virater,  then  travelled  on  foot  along 
thick  woody  but  loamy  ground,  looking  rich  on  the  furface  by  reafon  of  the 
continual  falling  leaves,  and  by  the  conftanc  evergreen  fliade  rotting  to  foil, 
as  the  fun  never  fhines  on  the  ground  ftrong  enough  to  exhale  their  virtue  be- 
fore their  diflblution,  as  under  deciduous  trees  :  We  croflTed  feveral  fmall 
rivulets  of  clear  fweec  water,  and  as  many  narrow  moift  fwamps.  'Tis  divert- 
ing to  obferve  the  monftrous  grape-vines,  8  inches  in  diameter,  running 
up  the  oaks  6  foot  in  diameter,  fwamp-magnolia  70  foot  high  ftrait,  and  a 
foot  diameter,  the  great  magnolia  very  large,  liquid-amber,  white  fwamp 
and  live  oaks,  chinquapines  ^  and  rlufter-cherry  "^  all  of  an  uncommon  fize, 
mixed  with  orange-trees,  either  full  of  fruit  or  fcattercd  on  the  ground, 
where  the  fun  can  hardly  fhir.e  for  the  green  leaves  at  Chriftmas,  and  all 
in  a  mafs  of  while  or  yellow  foil  i6  foot  more  or  lefs  above  the 
furface  of  the  river.  We  came  down  a  fteep  hill  20  foot  high  and  about 
4  or  500  yards  from  the  river,  under  the  foot  of  which  iffued  out  a  large 
fountain  (big  enough  to  turn  a  mill)  of  warm  clear  water  of  a  very  offenfive 
tafte,  and  fmelt  like  bilge-water,  or  the  wafhings  of  a  gun-barrel  ;  the 
fediment  that  adhered  to  the  trees  fallen  therein,  looked  of  a  pale  white  or 
bluifh  cafl:,  like  milk  and  water  mixed  :  We  then  croflTed  the  fwamp,  and 
afcended  and  defcended  two  hills  and  narrow  fwamps  more  ;  at  the  foot  of 
the  lad-  iffued  out  another  warm  fpring  of  clear  waier  like  the  other,  but  not  i:o 
large.  Then  travelling  aktrnately  over  hills  and  fwamps,  in  all  about  3  or  4 
miles,  came  to  a  great  cove,  near  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  river,  out  of 
the  head  of  which  arofea  prodigious  large  fountain  of  clear  water  of  loathfome 

g  Tagus  Pumila,  Linn.  Spec.  1416,   Dwarf-chefniit  called  Chinquapin  This  tree  grows 

about  10  or  12  feet  high,  and  produces  a  great  quantity  of  fn.all  round  nuts,  exceedino-  the 
common  chefnuts  greatly  in  the  f.veetnefs  of  their  tsfte. 

h  Prunus  Virginians,  Linn.  Spec.  677,  and  3d  PaJus  of  Miller's  Difiionay,  Americarj 
Bird-cherry  or  CIuRer  cherry. The  wood  of  this  tree  is  much  eftecmed  by  the  Cabinet-ma- 
kers ;  it  preferves  its  leaves  the  longed  of  any  of  the  deciduous  trees.  There  is  an  evfrg'een 
fort  of  this  Bird  or  Clufter  cherry,  which  grows  about  30  feet  high  in  S.  Carolina,  and  rrom 
tlie  beauty  of  its  evergreen  (hining  leaves  is  called  the  Mock-o  ange  ;  the  rVut  nf  this  fteeped  ia 
brandy  makes  a  fine  flavoured  ratafie.     This  ia  the  6th  Padus  of  Miller's  Dift'.onr.ry. 

I  tafe> 
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tafte,  like  tiie  other  two  before- mentioned  ;  k  diredly  formed  a  large  deep 
creek  40  or  50  yards  wide  to  the  riv^r,  and  deep  enough  for  a  large  boat  to- 
fwira  loaded  to  Its  head,  which  boils  up  near  8  foot  deep  from  under  the 
ihelly  rocks  -,  'tis  full  of  large  fifli,  as  cats,  garr,  mullets,  and  feveral  other 
kinds,  and  plenty  of  alligators :— Lodged  at  Johnfon's  BlufF,  where  for  a 
mile  the  fandy  pine-barren  comes  clofe  or  near  the  fhore,  and  here  grew 
plenty  of  what  is  called  wild-limes,  which  fliows  that  they  will  grow  in  poor 
foil  though  chiefly  in  rich. 

28th.  Set  out  from  Johnfon's  Bluff-,  foggy  morning,  wind  N.  E.  thermo- 
meter 56.  Came  in  a  few  miles  to  Mount  Hope,  at  the  entrance  of  a  little 
lake,  the  eaft  and  fouth-fide  of  which  is  pine-land,  reaching  to  Johnfon'^ 
Bluff,  except  a  point  of  good  fwamp  :  Mount  Hope  is  50  yards  long  and  30 
wide,  near  20  foot  high,  compcfed  all  of  frelh  water  fnail  and  mufcle-fhells 
of  various  dimenfions,  the  fmall  ones  drove  into  the  large,  and  the  brokea 
and  powdered  ones  into  the  interftices  of  both  ;  thefe  are  very  fertile  foils  as 
far  as  the  fhells  reach,  and  if  not  the  only,  yet  the  common  planting  grounds 
of  the  former  Florida  Indians,  as  is  proved  by  the  numerous  pieces  of  broken 
Indian  pots  fcattered  all  over  all  thefe  (helly  bluffs,  and  the  veftiges  of  the 
corn  hills  ilill  remaining,  although  many  pretty  large  live  oaks,  red-cedars, 
and  palms,  now  grow  upon  them  :  the  wtft  wind  hath  a  long  and  full  flroke 
againfl:  this  mount,  which  perhaps  raifed  it  to  that  height  :  Saw  many  alliga- 
tors, and  killed  one  ;  'tis  certain  that  both  jaws  open  by  a  joint  nearly  alike 
to  both :  Here  and  near  the  river's  bank  grows  the  fhort-poded  gleditfia ', 
elm  and  black-a(h,  with  mofl:  of  the  South-Carolina  plants:  Landed  at 
Mount-Royal,  where  there  are  50  acres  of  cleared  old  fields,  fine  oranges  in 
the  woods,  and  a  fine  fpring  iffuingout  above  a  mile  from  the  river,  making 
a  dream  big  enough  to  turn  a  mili,  on  the  back  of  which  the  pine-lands  be- 

GleJiifia,  Linn.  Spec.  1509,  Three-thorn'd  Acacia  or  Honey-Iocufl.  This  tree  with  its  ■ 
elegant  leaves  grows  up  to  a  large  fize,  and  is  faid  to  make  excellent  timber.  There  is  a  very- 
large  one  of  this  kind  in  the  Bilhop  of  London's  garden  at  Fulham. There  is  another  fpecies 

of  this,  with  fmall  thin  oval  pods,  I'nclofing  only  one  feed,  called  by  Mr.  Catefby  Water-acacia, 
on  account  of  its  growing  in  moill  places,  which  alfo  comes  to  very  good  timber,  and  is  men- 
tioned here  by  Mr.  Bartratn, 

gin  J 
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gin  :  the  bank  and  for  50  yards  back  is  compofed  of  fandy  foil  mixed  with 
fnail-fhclls,  which  for  a  foot  or  more  thick  is  indurated  to  a  foft  rock,  from 
which  a  fine  fouth  profpeft  opens  to  the  great  lake  (the  river  here  is  above 
half  a  mile  wide)  near  the  entrance  of  which  is  a  large  iflind  :  we  encamped 
on  the  eaft-fide  vof  the  river  oppofite  to  the  idand,  from  whence  we  heard  a 
bear  roaring  in  the  night ;  we  lay  on  a  low  bluff  of  fnail-fhells,  amongft  plenty 
of  bit^er-fweet  oranges,  next  in  goodnefs  to  the  China,  and  here  the  woods 
are  full  of  them  ;  we  walked  back  over  a  dry  kind  of  rich  fwamp  full  of 
fhells  mixed  with  black  tenacious  mud,  under  which  is  a  white  tenacious  clay 
or  marl,  and  in  about  400  yards  came  to  rifing  ground,  pretty  rich,  and 
good  corn-land,  then  to  palmetto  yet  blackifh  foil,  then  to  whitifh,  in  which 
grew  pines,  then  favannahs  and  ponds,  which  are  interfperfed  generally  in  the 
pine-lands  in  moll  part  of  the  fouthern  provinces,  together  with  the  cyprefs  *; 
and  bay-fwamps,  and  have  for  the  mod  part  good  feeding  round  their  bor- 
ders. This  rich  fwamp  terminated  at  the  bend  of  the  river  where  the  pine-land 
reaches  clofe  to  its  banks  ;  fo  that  the  banks  of  this  fine  river  are  a  continual 
alternate  change  of  pine-land,  bluffs,  cyprefs,  fwamps,  marflies,  and  rich 
afb,  and  maple-fwamps :  the  hammocks  of  live-oaks  and  palmettos ',  are  gene- 
rally furrounded  either  with  fwamp  or  marfli  :  fometimes  the  deep  rich  fwamps 
are  2  or  3  miles  deep  from  the  river  to  the  pines,  and  reach  along  the 
river  from  one  mile  to  4,  5  or  6  at  uricertain  depths.  Thefe  fwamps  are  fup- 
pofe'd  to  be  the  bell  rice-grounds,  as  neither  the  dry  weather  nor  wet  can  hurt 
them  fo  much  as  where  there  is  no  water  in  dry  times,  and  in  wet  there  is  too 
much,  for  this  is  rarely  overflowed  but  in  fpring-tides,  and  thefe  will  always 
keep  them  wet  enough  in  the  dryeft  feafons,  efpecially  below  the  great  lake. 

k  Cupreflus-difticha,  Linn.  Spe'?.  1422.  Deciduous  Swamp,  Cyprefs  or  Bald-cyprefs.— — 
This  mod  ufeful  tree  grows  in  great  plenty  in  many  of  the  fwamps,  and  grows  to  fuch  an  amas- 
ing  fize,  that  boats  or  pettiaugres,  capable  of  carrying  a  confiderable  burthen,  are  formed  from 
the  trunks  of  fingle  trees.  From  the  cones  of  this  tree  ifTues  a  moft  fragrant  balfam  like  balfam 
of  Tola. 

1  Chamxrops  humilis,  Linn.  Spec.  1657. Dwarf-palmetta.     This  Dwarf-pain*,  grows  on 

the  fea-coaft,  from  the  capes  of  Florida  up  to  Charles-Town  in  South-Carolina,  and  bears 
bunches  of  berries  fomething  larger  than  black  currants.  Thefe  contain  round  horny  feeds 
which  are  of  the  fize  offmall  peas,  and  are  covered  with  a  thin  pulp,  which  the  Indians  ufe  as 
food.  The  leaves  furnifli  them  with  thatch,  and  the  foil  where  they  grow  is  judged  to  be  a 
puddling  kind  between  the  fand  and  the.  fwaraps. 

I    2  29th' 


29th.    Foggy  morning  ;  thermometer  52.     Landed  oppofite  to  themoutfr 
of  the  lake,  which  hath  a  full  (troke  with  a  fouth  wind  ;  the  rock  is  all  com- 
pofed  of  fnail  and  mufcle-fliells,  hard  enough  to   build  with   about  4  foot 
thick,  and  will  fplic  horizontally  •,  fome  parts  look  like  limellone,  but  whe- 
ther for  want  of  falc  that  abounds  in  fea-fbells  they  will  make  fuch  ftrong  lime,. 
I  cannot  fay.     1'hermometer  72,  P.  M.  Fi(h  jumping  continually  ;  we  en- 
camped on  a  rocky  point  near  a  fine  fwamp  of  25  acres,  then  a  marfli  of  20,- 
near  the  end  of  an  ifland  on  which  fome  pines  grew,  then  a  great  rich  fwamp- 
round  the  cove  ;  a  very  rainy  night  welcomed  us, 

30th.  Rainy  warm  morning ;  thermometer  64.  Set  out  and  came  to  ai 
point  of  piney  land,  but  between  it  and  the  common  faft  ground  is  a  great: 
fwamp,  which  continues  a  great  part  of  the  cove  to  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
except  a  few  piney  points  :  We  landed  at  the  neck,  which  h  about  8  foot 
above  the  water,  the  upper  ftrata  was  2  or  3  foot  of  white  fand  covered  with 
a  thin  coat  of  black-coloured  with  diflblved  rotten  leaves  of  the  kalmia  ",  vacci- 
nium  ",  dwarf-myrtle  ",  andromeda'',  palmetto,  pines,  and  other  evergreens,, 
which  though  always  green,  yet  are  moftly  fliedding  their  former  year's' 
leaves  ;  but  next  the  water  was  a  hard  biackifli  fand  like  a  foft  flone,  which; 
though  it  will  crumble  betwixt  the  thumb  and  fingers,  yet  is  almoft  impene- 
trable to  water.  Thermometer  72.  P.  M.  Arrived  at  the  head  of  the  great: 
lake  20  or  more  miles  long,  one  and  a  half  fathom  deep,  and  12  miles  wide,, 
as  it  is  commonly  reckoned  :  We  landed  on  a  fine  (helly  bluff  10  foot  above 
the  water;  here  grows  red-cedar,  live-oak,  great  palmetto,  and  good 
oranges,  behind  which  is  a  high  rich  clear  marfh  producing  grafs  as  high  aj- 

•n  K'.Imia,  an  elegant  evergreen  flowering  fiirub,  bearing  umbels  of  beautiful  red  flowers,, 
now  cultivated  in  the  curious  Engliih  gardens. 

■^  Vaccinium.  Cranberries,  four  times  larger  than  the  Engli/h  Cranberries. 

"  Myrica  cerifera,  Linn.  Spec.  1453.  Dwarf-myrtle. This  is  a  dwarf  kind  of  the  common - 

CandlebeFfy-myitb,  of  fuch  importance  to  the  people  of  North-America,  by  fupplying  them, 
with  excellent  wax,  with  only  the  trouble  of  collecting  and  boiling  the  berries,  and  when  the- 
water  is  cold  taking  ofF.the  wax. 

p  Andromeda.  There  are  many  ftii  ubs  of  this  genus  now  cultivated  for  their  beauty  in  the 
Englifli  gardens,. 

one's 
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ehe's  head,  reaching  to  the  pine-lands,  and  the  cove  of  the  great  lake,  which 
is  fuppofed  to  be  the  extent  of  the  real  tid;/s  flovving  ;  but  a  ftrong  north-wind 
will  force  the  water  of  the  lake  many  miles  up  the  fiver,  and  the  floods  above 
coming  down  after  great  rains  fwell  the  river  fo  as  to  overflow  its  banks  and 
cover  a  vafl:  body  of  reedy  marlh. 

31ft.  Cool  morning;  thermometer  56.  wind  N.  Set  out,  and  in  halfa 
mile  came  to  a  mi 'dling  creek  2  fathom  decp,-ai:d  frotii  50  to  100  yards 
wide,  a  rich  ifland  on  the  Touch  fide  hard  enuugh  f:r  a  h'-feto  v/ilk  jpon, 
and  pretty  full  of  wood,  as  maple  and  afh  ;  on  the  north  fije  is  a  great  extenc 
of  clear  marfh,  producing  tidl  grafs  towards  the  head  of  the  creek-b;  Tichfs  on 
both  fides  in  the  marfb,  many  of  which  branches'  head  in  a  great  cyprefs 
fwamp,  in  the  pine  b  rrens  and  in  the  a  'jacent  marfhes :  We  rowed  or  fer  the 
bat.oe  as  far  as  fhe  could  fwim,  then  came  back  to  ;he  river,  which  is  lined  on 
both  fides  with  very  rich  hard  fwamps,  2  or  3  miles  long,  and  near  one 
broad  more  or  ]el>,  producing  good  grafs  :  It  is  remarkable  that  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  river  into  the  great  lake  there  floats  prodigious  quantities  of  the 
piftia  \  which  grows  in  grrat  plenty  mofl  of  the  way  from  hence  to  the  head 
of  the  river,  and  is  continually  driving  down  with  the  current,  and  great 
quantities  lodged  a  1  along  the  extenfive  fhores  of  this  river  and  its  iflands, 
where  it  is  entangled  with  a  large  fpecies  of  water-numularia,  perficaria,  wa- 
ter-grafs,  and  faxifrage,  all  which  fend  down  very  long  fibrous  roots  deep  into 
the  water  by  which  they  are  nourifhed,  growing  all  matted  together  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  flop  up  the  mouth  of  a  large  creek,  fo  that  a  boat  can  hardly  be 
puflied  through  them,  though  in  4  foot  water;  thefe  by  ftorms  are  broke 
from  their  natural  beds  and  float  down  the  river  in  great  patches,  the  roots 
ftriking  deep,  of  en  touch  the  muddy  bottom,  and  there  anchor  and  faften, 
and  are  ready  to  catch  and  entangle  thofe  that  drive  down  upon  them,  and  all 
together  gathtr  mud,  by  the  daily  accumulition  of  which  they  are  formed 
into  iflands  which  are  very  numerous  in  this  river,  and  are  much  enlarged  by 

1  Piftia  Stratiotes,  Linn.  Spec.  1365.  A  Water-plant  like  the  Water-foldier  or  Water-hoiife- 

lejk. SirHar.s  Sioane   has  given   us  a  figure  of  this  plant  in  his  hiftory  of  Jamaica,  Vol.  I.  - 

Tab.  2.  Fig.  2.  and  fays  it  is  ufed  for  the  fame  difeaks  as  Plantain,  either  outwardly  or  in- 
ward!},  in  juice,  or  the  powder  to  a  drachm,  • 
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thefe  plants  fixing  on  their  ftiores.  We  now  came  to  plenty  of  the  tree  pal- 
metto, which  the  inhabitants  call  cabbage-tree  %  and  is  much  eaten  both 
,  raw  and  boiled. 

January  the  ifl",  1766.  Hazy  morning;  thermometer  52.  Set  out 
from  Spalding's Upper-ftore,  about  50  miles  above  the  Lower;  the  river 
here  is  20D  yards  broad,  and  9  foot  deep  in  the  channel  ;  in  long  continued 
rains  it  hath  been  known  to  rife  here  3  foot  perpendicular  ;  no  tides  from  the 
fea  reach  here.  Thermometer  72.  P.  M.  Landed  at  a  high  fhelly  bluff, 
where  thoufands  of  orange-trees  furrounded  us,  with  red  cedars  and  live-oaks, 
;  beyond  which  is  a  rich  fwamp  and  marfli,  then  pine-land  ;  landed  again  at  a 
point  on  the  north-fide  of  a  great  cove  on  the  eaft  lake  where  we  lodged. 

2d.  White  froft  on  the  boat ;  thermometer  ^§.  Set  out  to  view  the  cove, 
which  was  furrounded  with  extenfive  marfhes  on  the  fouth-fide,  on  the  eafl: 
and  weft  with  marfhes,  feveral  hundred  yards  wide,  then  a  narrow  cyprefs- 
fwamp  joined  to  the  common  pine-land  ;  we  came  again  into  the  river  80 
yards  broad,  which  ran  at  firft  a  fouth  courfe,  then  bended  eaft  for  feveral 
miles :  We  faw  very  extenfive  marfhes  on  each  fide  (with  feveral  fhort  cy- 
prefs-trees  and  maple-hammocks  interfperfed)  until  we  came  to  a  pond  on  the 
fouth,  foon  after  which  we  landed  and  climbed  up  a  tree,  from  which  we  had 
a  profpe(5tof  the  lake  lying  N.  W.  with  an  extenfive  marfli  between  :  We  ob- 
ftrved  many  fhort  willows,  but  the  woody  fwamps  are  chiefly  black  and 
white  afh,  with  red  maple  next  the  river,  and  generally  a  cyprefs-fwamp  in- 
t^ipofed  between  the  pine-lands  and  fwamps  of  afli  ;  we  rowed  feveral  courfes 
in  fight  of  extenfive  marllies  and  fwamps,  2,  3  or  4  miles  wide  more  or  lefs  ; 
the  river  was  pretty  high,  2  foot  above  the  drieft  times,  by  reafon  of  the  great 
rains,  yet  it  barely  covered  the  fwamps  even  in  pretty  low  places,  but  indeed 

»  Palma  altiffima,  fruflu  pruniformi,  &r.  Sloane  Hill.  Jamaica,  Vol.  11.  p.  iij,  116,  Sec. 
Thepalm  called  the  Cabbage-tree It  appears  from  this  Palm  growing  here,  (which  is  a  na- 
tive of  tbe.Well-Indies,)  that  many  others  of  the  Well-Tndia  produdions  may  alfo  be  cultiva- 
,ted.  From  the  pith,  with  which  this  tree  abounds,  very  good  Sago  has  been  made,  and  the  li  n  j 
trunks  of  this  palm  ferve  very  well  for  pipes  to  convey  water  under-ground,  and  when  fplit  in 
two  make  excellent  long  troughs  or  conduits  to  convey  water  from  place  to  place  above-ground. 

there 


there  is  little  difference  in  thtir  height  for  fcores  of  miles,  unlefs  near  the 
palmetto  and  pine-iands  :  We  landed  on  a  (heliy  bluff  of  2  or  three  acres  of 
four  orange-trees  full  of  fruit;  then  rowing  along  the  cyprefs-trees,  which 
grew  here  next  the  river,  a  deep  fvvamp  interpofed  between  the  cyprefs 
and  pine-lands ;  we  came  to  Clement's  Bluff,  where  we  encamped  on  a 
Ihelly  bank  12  foot  perpendicular  ;  the  lower  part  next  the  water  was 
an' indurated  fhelly  rock,  the  bluff  is  300  yards  long  and  one  broad, 
more  or  lefs,  beyond  which  it  gradually  declines  back  to  a  fine  favannah, 
then  to  the  pine  lands,  palmetto  and  Ihrubby  oaks  ;  this  is  on  the  weft^ 
fide  of  the  river,  as  is  the  orange-grove  ;  thermometer  48.  P.  M, 

3d.  Clear  cold  morning  i  thermometer  26.  wind  N.  W.  The  ground 
was  froze  an  inch  thick  on  the  banks  :  this  was  the  fatal  night  that  deflroyed 
the  lime,  citron,  and  banana  trees  in  Augiifline,  many  curious  evergreens  up 
the  river,  that  were  near  20  years  old,  and  in  a  flourifhing  flate  ;  theyouno- 
green  fhoots  of  the  maple,  elm,  and  pavia,  with  many  flowering  plants  ar.d 
fhrubs  never  before  hurt  :  Set  out  from  Clement's  Bluff,  rowed  by  much 
rich  fwamp  and  mar(h  ;  faw  many  elder-trees  in  flower  (which  grow  in  plenty 
clofe  to  the  river  next  the  water  reeds)  and  many  alligators,  though  fo  very 
cold  that  it  h.d  froze  the  great  convolvolus  and  coreopfis,  yet  the  great  fhrub 
after  held  out  :  The  banks  were  in  feveral  places  2  or  3  foot  high,  fhelly,  and 
two  rood  broad  ;  then  fell  back  to  a  fine  rich  graffy  fwamp,  chiefly  afh,  elm,  and 
cyprefs,  but  much  mo^e  open  than  down  the  river  below  the  great  lake,  with 
more  frequent  patches  of  marfh  and  high  grafs  and  fmall  maples,  willov^?, 
and  cephalanthus  thinly  fc.fttered  upon  them  ;  the  higher  banks  with  live  and 
water-oak?.  Landed  about  noon  on  the  eaft-fide  on  a  bluff,  6  or  8  foot  higl), 
and  150  yards  broad,  but  foon  falls  back  to  a  cyprefs-fwamp,  -at  the  upper 
end  of  which  oaks  and  palmettos  join  the  river,  and  a  little  back  the  pines 
begin. 

4th.  Pleafant  morning  ;  thermometer  50.     Set  out  from  Whitlow's  Bl.iff ; 
the  river  makes  a  great  eafy  bend,  and  fends  out  a  branch,  then  the  courfe  is 
from  eaft  to  fouth,  then  S.  E.  the  eaft  banks  b.'ing  fandy  8  or  10  foot  perpen- 
dicular, full  of  live  and  fwamp-oak'-,  great  magnolia,  hay  and  liquidamber,.  ^ 
Wut  none  of  them  very  large  ;  then   pine-iand  to  the  fouth  bend,  then  lower  ' 

ground. 
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ground,  but  on  the  weft  fide  very  good  fwamp  ;  it  then  takes  a  contrary 
bend  to  the  foutb,  then  eaft,  where  there  is  a  fine  orange  grove  on  each  fide  of 
the  river  :  a:  the  corner  of  the  fouth  bend,  the  mouth  of  a  bke  appearsi  one 
mile  wide  and  2  or  3  long,  which  we  entered  ;  the  courfe  is  near  fouth  and 
north,  the  eaft  fide  is  lined  with  a  narrow  cyprefs- fwamp,  and  live-oaks  aher- 
nacely;  the  weft  fide  with  pines,  but  above  the  marfhes  are  v,ry  rich,  full  of 
water-reeds  and  elders  on  both  fides  the  river,  which  is  about  30  yards  broad* 
and  near  three  fathom  deep.  We  landed  where  a  fandy  blufi'joined  the  river ; 
k  produced  live  and  water-oak,  palms  and  bay ;  coailing  the  eaft-fide,  we 
foon  came  to  a  creek,  up  which  we  rowed  a  mile,  in  4  and  6  foot  water  and 
30  yards  broad,  of  the  colour  of  the  fea,  fmelled  like  bilge  water,  tcifting 
fweetifh  and  loathfome,  warm  and  very  clear,  but  a  whitifii  matter  adhered 
to  the  fallen  trees  near  the  bottom  ;  the  fpring-head  is  about  30  yards  broad 
and  boils  up  from  the  bottom  iike  a  pot  ;  plunmed  it,  and  r'ou-d  a!)out  five 
fathom  water;  mukitudes  of  filh  refort  to  its  head,  as  very  larg-  garr,  cats, 
and  feveral  other  forts  ;  the  alligauirs  very  numerous  either  on  the  fhore  or 
fwimming  on  the  furfact:  of  the  water,  and  fome  on  'he  bottom,  fo  tame,  or 
rather  bold,  as  to  allow  us  to  row  ve  y  near  to  them.  Wha  ci  lurpr  zi  o- 
fountain  muft  it  be,  to  furnifli  fuch  a  ftrcam,  and  what  a  great  iphce  ( f 
ground  muft  be  taken  up  in  the  pine-Ian  !s,  pon^.s,  favam.ahs,  ai  d  fwamps, 
to  fupport  and  maintain  fo  conflant  a  f  untain,  co;  ti.  ual'y  i  oili;-,c_  rj  .[-.j  ^.q 
from  under  the  deep  rocks,  which  undoubtedly  condjue  under  muft  part  of 
tliC  cour,try  at  uncertain  depths  ? 

5th.  Rainy  morning  ;  th'.rmometer  54.  Staid  at  Mount  joy.  This  mount 
is  formed  of  fnail  and  mufcle-llicrllr,  and  is  S  or  10  foot  perpendicular,  £b,.ut 
150  yards  long  and  20  broad,  on  the  fouth-eaft  fiJe  of  the  river,  deciinino- 
gradually  at  each  eoj  to.an  extenfive  ftifF  m  ;inifti  marfb,  pi-oducin?  a  oreat 
quauity  of  tallgrafs,  as  thick  as  it  can  grow,  of  leveial  hundred  acres  ;  a 
pine  ridge  appears  at  half  a  mile  ditlance  on  the  fouih  fide.  The  mount  and 
its  dex-lining  fides  and  ends  are  full  of  live-oaks  and  large  palm-trees ;  there 
ar€  alio  fjme  hammocks  of  live  oaks  and  myrtks  in  ofperfcd  in  the  adi  scent 
m:u-ft:  :  cp;iofirt  to  the  mount,  on  the  other  fi  ie  (  f  th.c  river,  is  a  large  iwamp 
or -te.ly  marfb,  aiul  beyonJ  it.acyprelVfwamp  ofg'cai  txcent  iarth  r  ihan  ilie  • 
eye  can  rca.li. 

,     ■  6th. 


[    13    1 

6th.  CleAi-  morning  J  thermometer  38.  Strong  wind  at  N.  W.  Set  out 
.^nd  foon  faw  a  great  body  of  very  different  fwamp  and  marfh  joining  it, 
fbme  dry,  others  middling  moifl:,  and  feme  very  wet,  feme  reedy  foil,  forae 
myrtle,  oak,  cyprefs,  and  laftly  pine ;  then  we  came  a  little  farther  to  tall 
water-reeds  on  both  fides,  and  much  elder  grew  next  the  river  and  clofe  to 
the  reeds,  which  laft  grew  very  thick  clofe  to  the  bank,  and  ffom  14  to  15 
foot  high  ;  fometimes  a  narrow  ridge,  about  a  rood  wide  and  a  foot  or  two 
high,  would  run  clofe  to  the  river,  on  which  grew  oaks,  hiccory,  maple, 
andafh,  the  ground  back  being  fcarcely  above  the  common  flow  of  the  river  ; 
but  as  we  rowed  higher  up,  the  foil  was  in  many  places  of  an  unknown 
depth,  of  t:^nacious  rich  mud,  efpecially  on  the  Indian  fide,  which  is  gene- 
rally higher  than  ours,  and  fo  ftiff  that  cattle  may  walk  upon  it  very  (afe,  and 
bears  choice  grafs,  though  full  of  tall  trees,  as  hiccory,  maple,  water-oak, 
and  alh  :  We  rowed  by  a  very  large  ifiand  on  the  eaft  fide  and  another  on  the 
wefl:,  the  befl:  I  have  feen  in  Florida  ;  the  river,  for  thefe  two  days,  has  run 
very  crooked.  Landed  on  a  high  rich  fhelly  blufi^,  fome  good  flat  foil,  but 
full  of  palms,  and  a  little  back  the  pine-lands  begin  :  The  laflifrofl:  killed  the 
young  fhoots  of  afli,  hiccory,  eupatorium,  peanines,  fun-flowers,  and  the 
tops  of  two  lovely  evergreen  fhrubs,  one  of  which  would  have^grown  all  winter, 
if  the  froft  had  not  killed  it;  the  bark  was  burfi:  from  the  wood,  but  the 
lower  part  was  not  hurt,  the  other  was  full  of  flowers,  green  and  ripe  berries, 
yet  the  tender  tops  for  half  a  foot  were  killed  :  'Tis  very  common  in  this 
country  for  vegetables  to  produce  at  the  fame  time  flowers,  green  and  ripe 
fruit  i  and  if  the  tender  flioots  are  by  chance  killed,  they  foon  fend  out  frefii 
ones  5  here  is  a  native  gourd  or  fquaOi,  which  runs  20  foot  up  the  trees, 
clofe  to  the  river  ;  the  people  eat  them  when  young,  but  they  are  bitter  when 
old,  and  about  the  fize  of  a  man's  fifl:. 

7th.  Clear  morning;  thermometer  36.  Set  out  from  Cabbage- bluflf,  fo 
called  from  the  great  number  of  palm  or  cabbage-trees  growing  there  ;  after 
fome  miles  rowing  round  feveral  points  of  the  compafs,  it  being  generally 
good  reed-marfli  and  fome  cyprefs-fwamps,  v/ecame  to  the  middle  lake,  r,  2, 
or  3  miles  broad,  and  8  long ;  its  general  courfe  is  S.  E.  at  the  N.  E.  e  -A  is  high 
ground,    producing  oak^    palm,    myrtle,  bay,  and  a  fine   new  evergreen, 
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fometbing  like  the  purple-berried  bay,  but  the  leaves  grow  alternately,  and 
the  berries  clofe  to  the  ftem,  like  myrtle ;  here  is  a  pretty  ftream  of  fweet  wa- 
ter, fmall  enough  to  run  through  the  bung-hole  of  a  barrel,  a^id  at  about  20O' 
yards  diftance  from  it  runs  out  a  large  ftream  of  water,  fo  warm  as  to  fupport 
the  thermometer  at  71  in  it,  feels  warm  to  a  coolifh  hand,  taftes  more  loath- 
fome  than  the  others  beforementioned  of  the  fame  kind,  and  may  be  fmelt  at 
fome  roods  diftant}  hereabout  is  drove  on  fhore,  the  mod  delicate  cryftal- 
linefand  I  ever  faw,  except  what  is  got  on  an  iQand  near  our  capes,  though, 
this  is  ftill  finer  :  A  few  hundred  yards  from  the  laft  fpring  is  another  mucb 
like  it  in  tafte,  but  much  larger,  and  near  30  yards  broad,  having  three  heads 
within  30  yards ;  the  water  is  very  loathfome  and  warm,  but  not  fo  hot  as 
one's  blood  :  This  differs  from  the  other  in  having  moft  of  its  furface  covered 
with  duck-meat  ;  its  banks  full  of  fhelly  ftone  of  riie  fnail-fhell  kind,  and 
running'level  with  the  river  i  the  laft  had  fome  fall  ;  they  are  not  above  200 
yards  from  the  lake.  Set  out  and  arrived  at  a  rocky  bluff,  at  the  entrance  of 
the  head  of  the  river,  which  was  two  or  more  miles  wide,  but  gradually  narrowed; 
this  bluff"  is  compofed  of  ihail  and  mufcle-fliells,  indurated  into  hard  rocks,  which, 
would  break  or  fplit  for  building  or  burning  into  lime  ;  but  a  bluff  we  landed 
at  in  the  forenoon  was  more  remarkable  -,  for  as  the  bank  was  perpendicular,  we 
had  a  better  opportunity  of  fearching  deeper  ;  we  faw  about  3  foot  above  the 
water  a  mafs  of  cluftered  fea-fhells,  as  periwinkles,  cockles,  and  clams,  the 
very  productions  cf  the  fea,  and  to  what  depth  they  went  is  unknown  •,  but 
this  I  believe,  that  they  reach  all  under  this  whole  low  country  at  uncertain 
depths,  and  fupport  the  fuperior  foil,  under  which  the  prodigious  fulphureous 
and  faline  fountains  run,  which  are  continually  fed  by  the  flow  fettling  of 
rain-v/ater», 

8th.  Clear  fine  morning;  thermometer  44.  Wind  weft  by  north.  Rowed 
by  much  reedy  ground,  which  is  generally  very  wet,  being  often  covered  a 
foot  more  or  lefs  deep,  after  great  rains  -,  but  the  banks  in  many  places  are 
raifed,  a  foot  0.'  more,  by  the  trafh  floating  down  the  river,  which  bring, 
drove  on  fliore  by  the  wind,  there  rots  and  is  converted  into  ftiff  foil,  on  which 
the  alligators  love  to  bafk  in  the  fun-ft.ine  ;  every  20,  5c,  or  ico  yards 
difiiiacs  they  are  to  be  found :  We  encamped  on  a   pleafant  dry  bank,  but 

middling 


C    15    ] 

tnlddling  foil,  in  a  grove  of  Jive-oaks ;  beyond  which  is  a  plain,  andbehrn:i 
that  a  great  inland  pond  or  lake  ;  below  where  we  lodged  feveral  inlets  ap- 
peared to  the  northward,  and  above  the  river  forked,  and  we  rowed  up  the 
N.  E.  branch. 

9th.  Clear  fine  morning  ;  thermometer  44.  We  rowed  along  feveral  long 
beaches  generally  eaft  and  N.  E.  then  came  to  a  high  bluff  of  fand  on  the 
Cift-fide,  under  which  was  a  ftrata  four  foot  thick,  of  a  brownilh  foft  fand 
Hone,  eafily  rubbed  to  fand  between  the  thumb  and  fingers ;  this  was  a  point 
of  pine-land,  and  on  it  grew  great  magnolia,  fweet-bay,  live-oak,  palms,  tall 
andromeda,  vacclnium,  red-cedar  %  and  an  oddzanthoxylum  ;  here  we  found 
an  Indian  hunting  cabin  covered  witlx  palmetto-leaves ;  we  then  rowed  by  a 
large  marlh  on  the  eaft  fide  with  a  row  of  trees  on  the  bank  of  h'ccory,  alL, 
and  live-oak  ;  then  pine-land  on  our  fide  for  a  long  reach,  and  high  banks 
and  trees  on  the  Indian  fide,  after  rowing  feveral  long  reaches,  generally  poor- 
ifli  land,  either  near  the  river  or  at  a  diftance  from  it,  we  came  againft  a 
creek  bearing  northward,  up  which  we  rowed  about  a  mile,  where  we  faw 
fome  good  fwamps,  and  much  long  thick  grafs,  fome  on  pretty  dry  ground, 
but  generally  wet ;  this  creek  led  us  up  to  a  great  cyprefs-fwamp,  in  which 
it  divided  invifibly  as  the  other  branches  did  in  feveral  parts  of  the  marfh  ; 
we  came  back  again  to  the  river,  up  which  we  rowed  'till  we  came  to  a  high 
b]ufi\,  where  we  encamped,  and  found  2  or  3  curious  flirubs  ;  oppofite  to  this 
bluff  is  a  very  extenfive  marfh,  part  of  which  is  reed,  and  fome  very  good 
rich  dry  foil  ;  here  are  fome  very  large  mufcle-fhells,  of  which  this  bluff  is 
compofed  and  enriched  ;  this  has  been  a  fine  piece  of  planting-ground. 

loth.  Pleafant  morning  ;  thermometer  50.  The  wolves  howled,  the  firft 
time  I  heard  them  in  Florida  ;  here  we  found  a  great  neft  of  a  wood-rat, 
built  of  long  pieces  of  dry  flicks,  near  4  foot  high  and  5  in  diameter,  all  laid 

«  Juniperus  Virginiana,  Linn.  Spec.  1471.  Red-cedar,  or  Great  Juniper.-— —'Tis  neceflary 
to  diftlnguifh  this  tree  from  the  many  that  are  called  Cedars  :  It  is  of  great  ufe  not  only  in  the 
building  of  houfef,  but  infliip-building  :  This  is  the  wood  ufed  in  making  black  lead  pencils  • 
the  berries  put  into  fpirits  make  excellent  geneva,  and  from  the  tree  dillils  a  refin  equal  to  gum- 
fandrach,  very  ufeful  in  making  varnifti, 
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confufedly  together  •,  on  {lining  the  fticks  to  obferve  their  ftrudure,  a  large, 
rat  ran  out,  and  up  a  very  high  faplin  with  a  young  one  hanging  to  its  taiL 
Set  out,  and  in  half  a  mile  came  to  a  lake,  and  taking  the  north-eaft  fide, 
ftretched  eaftward  by  a  very  extenfive  marfh,  pretty  low  next  the 
]ake,  but  farther  back  good  marfh,  beyond  which  is  a  large  cyprefs- 
fwamp  ;  then  the  pine-lands  begin  ;  we  rowed  to  the  eaft-fide  of  the 
lake,  near  which  is  the  mouth  of  a  fine  lagoon,  a  mile  long  and  half  as  wide, 
bordered  with  a  very  large  marfh  extending  to  a  large  cyprefs-fwamp  j  we 
then  coafted  fouthward  along  a  fandy  beach,  back  of  which  is  a  dryifh  marlh, 
then  came  to  a  ridge  of  oaks  about  20  roods  wide  more  or  lefs,  behind  which 
is  a  marfh  reaching  to  the  cyprefs-fwamp,  but  more  fouth  the  pine-lands  ap- 
pear j  at  the  fouth  end  of  the  oak-hammock  runs  eaftward  a  large  branch, 
which  fpreads  into  many  branches  in  this  large  marfh,  draining  it  and  the  adja- 
cent cyprefs-fwamps  •,  this  marfh  is  large  and  looks  rich,  and  I  believe 
reacheth  from  the  lake  to  the. cyprefs-fwamp  and  pine-land  :  We  then  turned, 
round  a  point,  and  landed  at  another  fandy  beech  and  hammock,  beyond 
which  is  a  large  plain  or  favannah,  half  a  mile  wide  more  or  lefs  to  the  pines,, 
producing  pretty  good  grafs,  low  fhrubs,  oaks,  and  myrtles,  the  foil  black 
on  the  furface  and  moid,  though  ftifF  enough  to  ride  upon  5  there  is  a  fmall 
pond  within  the  beech  at  the  fouth-end,  where  ducks  frequent ;  this  upper, 
lake  may  be  4  or  5  miles  in  diameter,  and  perhaps  more  in  length,  and  one_ 
fathom  deep  more  or  lefs ;  but  the  river  between  this  and  the  hfl  is  in  many 
places  two  and  a  half  fathoms,  and  in  mofl  places  near  150  wide  ;  v/e  lodged 
at  a  fandy  beech,  and  it  rained  towards  morr-ing,  but  fooa  cleared  up. 

nth.  Clear  morning  •,  thermometer  temperate.  Set  out  and  fuon  came 
iato  the  river,  which  fends  out  numerous  branches,  that  terminate  m  the  eaft 
marfh,  which  is  wonderfully  interfe<5ted  and  divided  with  ponds  and  branches,, 
and  the  river  is  alfo  divided  with  numerous  fmall  and  great  illands  of  low 
marfh  -,  fo  that  it  is  difficult  to  find  the  main  river,  but  by  the  flrong  cur.'-ent : 
We  came  at  la{l,to  a  fine  lake  or  rather  three,  the  loweft  of  which  is  the  big- 
gefl,  being  a  mile  diameter  ;  on  the  eafl-fide  the  pine^lands  appear  about 
two  miles  diflant  mod  of  the  way  more  or  lefs  from  the  lake  we  lodged  at  j 
but  on  the  wefl  fide  we  coutd  hardly  fee  them,  fuch  a  great  body  of  marfh' 
being  between  ;  after  noon  we  came  to.  where  the  river  was  more  entire,  and 
fome  of  its  banks  3  foot  high  and  7  or  8  foot  broad   to  the  wefl  marfh,  the 

river 
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river  being  200  yards  broad  more  or  lefs,  and  one  and  a  half  fathom  deep  ; 
here  feveral  more  large  branches  or  lagoons  branched  eaftward,  and  fpread 
their  numerous  branches  in  the  marflies  ;  we  rowed  feveral  long  beaches  up  the 
rivers,  and  at  lad  to  our  great  joy  came  to  a  bluff  where  we  could  fet  our 
feet  on  dry  ground  5  this  being  a  very  rich  hammock  of  6  acres  of  light  black 
fhelly  foil  (thermometer  58.  P.  M.)  producing  red-cedar,  celtis',  a  curious 
zanthoxyiium,  and  feveral  others  we  never  obferved  before,  a  few  large 
orange  treeSj  and  feme  young  ones. 

i2th.  Fine  clear  morning  ;  thermometer  44.  Set  our,  and  rowing  S.  E. 
foon  came  to  a  little  lake  which  we  headed,  it  feemed  to  be  furrounded  with 
marlh,  fome  few  pines  appeared  at  a  diflance  ;  we  turned  back,  and  within  a 
mile  came  into  the  main  river,  -which  turned  various  courfes  S.  E.  and  north, 
but  generally  eaft  by  north  ;  it  fends  out  on  each  fide  lagoons  and  branches 
that  drain  thofe  extenfive  marfiies.  We  came  now  to  a  large  lake  5  or  6  miles 
long  and  near  one  wide,  a  Icng  tongue  of  low  marfh  comes  from  the  N.  E.  end, 
where  a  long  hammock  of  oaks  runs  a  fouth  courfe  ;  we  then  rowed  out  of 
the  lake,  and  between  feveral  iflands,  and  caine  again  into  the  main  river,, 
which  runs  in  general  an  cad  and  weft  courfe  on  a  fandy  bottom,  fhoaling 
gradually  until  the  weeds  and  reeds  flopped  our  battoe  in  fuch  a  manner,, 
that  it  was  impoffibk  to  pufh  her  any  farther,  though  the  water  was  3  foot 
deep,  and  a  fmall  current  againft  us,  which  we  fuppofe  vv^as  the  draininc  of 
the  extenfive  marfiies  which  opened  towards  the  fouth-eafl,  how-  far  beyond 
our  view  we  could  not  determine  ;  the  water-reeds  grew  here  in  the  current 
as  thick  and  clofe  together  as  on  the  marlh,  that  is,  as  clofe  as  hemp  ;  yet 
the  current  forceth  its  way  through,  and  alfo  under  the  great  patches  of  the 
piftia,  the  water  perficaria,  and  other  water-plants,  which  are  all  entangled  toge- 
ther, covering  many  thoufands  of  acres  on  St.  John's  and  its  branches,  which, 
heads  in  numerous  rich  fwamps  and  marfhes.  We  returned  to  the  rich:  ham- 
mock where  we  lodged  laft  nights 

13th.  Fine  pleafint  morning  •,  thermometer  54.     Set  out  homeward  from 
the  rich  hammock,  the  higheftup  the  river  we  could  land  at.     Thermometerr 

'  Celtif,  ocddentali-s   Linn.  Spec.  1748.     The  Lote  or  Nettle-tree This  grows  to  be  a. 

very  large  tree,  and  the  wood  of  it  is  much  efleemed  for  being  fj  fough  and  pliable  j  it  is  re;» 
koned  the  beft  wood  fjr  the  fliafts  of  ail  kinds  of  carriages.. 
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70.  P.  M.  about  one  o'clock  we  came  to  Round-lake,  {o  we  called  It,  k 
beinw  one  of  the  roundefti  ever  faw,  almoft  furrounded  with  palmetto,  pine, 
and  fcrub-oak  -,  the  lake  is  6  miles  more  or  lefs  in  diameter,  and  generally 
all  over  the  lake  about  9  or  10  foot  deep. 

14th.  Clear  morning -,  wind  north.  Set  out  from  Coffee  bluff",  thermo- 
meter 52  ;  a  very  long  reach  on  the  well  fide  of  the  river,  of  piney,  palmetto- 
ground,  with  fcrub-oaks  ;  about  noon  we  entered  the  weft  lake  fleering  S.  W. 
a  ridge  of  pine-land  runs  on  theeafl:  fide  and  a  marlh  a  quarter  of  a  mile  more 
or  lefs  between  it  and  the  lake,  which  I  think  is  8  or  10  miles  from  north  to 
fouth,  and  5  or  6  miles  broad,  the  marfh  js  in  many  places  a  mile  or  two 
wide,  and  then  comes  to  hammocks  of  oaks ;  faw  a  mullet  jump  thre€  times 
in  a  minute  or  two,  which  they  generally  do  before  tiiey  reft,  fo  are  called 
jumping-mullets  -,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  this  lake  is  a  great  low  cyprefs-fwamp  » 
here  to  my  great  difappointment  my  thermometer  was  broke  accidentally  in 
ftriving  to  take  a  fwarm  of  bees  for  their  honey,  which  is  praftifed  both  by 
the  whites  and  Indians,  who  take  great  quantities  in  the  cyprefs-fwamps  and 
pine- lands.  We  landed  on  the  weft  fide,  which  was  low  and  rich  for  100 
yards  back,  rifing  gradually  from  the  water  to  4  or  5  foot  perpendicular,  then 
comes  to  a  level,  looking  rich  and  black  on  the  furface  for  an  inch  or  two 
then  under  it  a  fine  fand  to  a  great  depth  •,  this  level  productth  red-bay,  great 
magnolia,  water  and  live-oaks,  liquid  amber,  hicccry,  and  fome  oranges,  but 
no  large  treci  ;  the  lower  rich  ground  produceth  glediftia,  pifhamins,  cepha- 
lanthus,  afh,  cyprefs,  andcornu  femina:  Our  hunter  killed  a  large  he-bear 
fuppofed  to  weigh  400  pounds,  was  7  foot  long,  cut  4  inches  thick  of  fat  on 
the  fide,  its  fore-paw  5  inches  broad,  his  flcin  when  ftretched  meafured  five 
foot  and  a  half  long,  and  4  foot  10  inches  in  breadth,  and  yielded  15  or  16 
gallons  of  clear  oil  •,  two  of  us  had  never  eat  an  ounce  of  bears  meat  before, 
but  we  found  it  to  our  furprize  to  be  very  mild  and  fweet,  above  all  four- 
footed  creatures,  except  venifon  ;  although  it  was  an  old  he-bear,  his  fat, 
though  I  loathed  the  fight  of  it  at  firft,  was  incomparably  milder  than  hoss- 
lard,  and  near  as  fweet  as  oil  of  olives ;  it  was  not  hunger  that  engaged  us  in 
its  favour  j  for  we  had  a  fat  young  buck  and  three  turkeys  frefli  (hot  at  the 
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fame  time,  and  fome  boiled  with  the  be.ir,  but  wechofe  the  laft  for  its  fweet- 
nefs  and  good  relifh. 

15.  This  morning  was  very  warm  and  a  little  Hiowery  •,  the  mufl<atoes 
were  troublefome  lafl:  night,  and  this  morning  the  flies  blowed  our  meat  be- 
fore 10  o'clock  •,  the  ticks  creeping  and  lizards  running  about  our  tent  ;  v/e 
{laid  here  all  day  to  barbacue  our  meat  to  ferve  us  down  the  river,  which  would 
foon  fpoil  if  not  preferved  either  by  lire  or  fak,  and  of  which  laft  we  had  only 
enough  to  fcafun  our  vidluals  with  it  ;  rained  faft,  yet  we  walked  to  fee  feve- 
ral  warm  fprings  on  the  weft-end  of  the  lake,  one  of  which  was  about  40  or 
50  yards  broad  at  the  head,  and  held  the  fame  width  for  300  yards  down  to 
the  lake,  without  much  current,,  the  head  being  near  even  with  the  lake  ;  the 
water  had  a  greenlfti  caft,  was  very  loathfome,  and  full  of  great  gar-fifti  ;  the 
other  rifes  near  half  a  mile  from  the  lake,  and  hath  a  middling  fill,  very  conve- 
nient to  turn  a  mill,  with  a  little  dam  having  high  banks  on  each  fide,  and  no- 
floods  can  hurt  it,  as  the  mill  may  be  near^half  a  mile  from  the  fpring-head  ;  the 
worft  is,  the  ftream  is  full  fmall  •,  there  is  a  fine  large  cyprefs-fwamp  on  each 
fide  clofe  to  the  lake,  the  fartheft  of  which   is   about    half  a  mile;  this  fine 
ftream  hath  five  heads,  the  banks  are  10  or  15  foot  perpendicular ;  three  of 
the  heads  boil  up  like  a  pot  in  a  pure  white  fand,  every  minute  it  boils  up  above 
the  furface  of  the  common  pond  or  bafon,  then  the  furrounding  fand  flips  into 
the  cavity,  which  preflTes  down  the  fpring  until   the  water  below  is  colledled 
from  the  back  under-ground  ftream  fo  ftrong  as  to  force  the   fand  and  water 
above  the  common  furface,  fo  that  there  is  a  continual  periodical  motion  ^ 
one  of  thefe  fprings  was  fj  warm,  that  although  I   was   in   a   fvveat,  yet    it 
feemed  warm  to  my  hand  ;  they  are  all  of  them  warm,  and  of  a  loathfome 
tafte,  their  fediment  is  white,  and  one  may  fmell  them  at   many  yards  dif- 
tance. 

16th.  Very  cold  windy  day,  the  lake  being  fo  rough  that  we  could  not 
ftir ;  fo  our  hunters  rendered  the  bear's  oil,  and  ftretched  and  dried  the  fldn., 

17,  Fine  ftill  morning,  and  moderate.  Set  out  and  rowed  up  the  lake  5 
paft  by  a  long  point  cf  marfti  with  a  hammock  of  palms  projedliag  out  from 
near  the  weft  fide  of  the  lake,  it  being  fuppofed  to  be  an  ifland  from  which  is 
extended  numerous  httle  turfs  of  grafs  a  great  v/ay  farther  into  the  lake,  and. 
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In  time  may  unite  into  a  long  point ;  the  depth  is  generally  7  foot,  one  place 
8  :  About  12  o'clock  v,'e  came  to  the  middle  lake,  and  having  in  cur  going 
up  the  river  viewed  the  north  fide  and  {linking  fprings,  we  now  coafttd  the 
fouth-weft  or  Indian  fide,  which  is  furrounded  with  pine-barrens,  interfperftd 
with  fome  cyprefs,  but  generally  poor  fmdy  palmetto-ground,  its  length  may 
be  near  8  miles,  and  breadth  3  or  4  ;  fome  fmail  marfh  points  projeft  a  little 
way  into  it,  it  is  about  10  feet  deep,  generally  fo  is  the  river,  its  courfe  e.ifl: 
and  weft  :  A  few  miles  below  the  lake  we  came  to  a  fine  rich  low  dry  bluff 
4  foot  above  the  water ;  it  declined  gradually  to  a  fine  marfli,  near  half  a  mile 
wide  to  the  pine-lands,  and  a  very  extenfive  profpecl  to  the  Indian  fide  over  mai  fhes 
and  laroe  fwamps ;  this  is  the  finefl  piece  of  lich  dry  ground  I  obferved  fince  we 
left  the  head  of  the  river  %  it  produced  very  good  rich  grafs,  palms  and  live  oaks, 
the  dry  ground  may  be  8  roods  wide  and  40  long  ;  here  we  cut  down  three  tall 
palm  or  cabbage-trees,  and  cut  out  the  top  bud,  the  white  tender  part,  or 
the  rudiments  of  the  great  leaves,  which  will  be  fix  or  7  foot  long,  when  full 
grown,  and  the  palmed  part  4  in  diameter  ;  this  tender  part  will  be  three  or  4 
inches  in  diameter  tapering  near  a  foot,  and  cuts  as  white  and  tender  as  a  tur- 
nip -,  this  they  flice  into  a  pot  and  ftew  with  water,  then,  when  almoft  tender, 
they  pour  fome  bears  oil  into  it,  and  ftew  it  a  little  longer,  when  it  eats 
pleafant  and  much  more  mild  than  a  cabbage  :  I  never  eat  half  fo  much  cab- 
bao-e  at  a  time,  and  it  agreed  the  beft  with  me  of  any  fauce  I  ever  eat,  either 
alone  or  with  meat:  Our  hunters  frequently  eat  it  raw,  and  will  live  upon  it 
feveral  days-,  the  fmall  palmetto  or  chamasrops  yields  a  fmall  white  bud  no 
bio-gerthan  one's  finger,  which  is  eaten  by  men,  bears,  and  horfes,  in  cafe  of 
great  need  ;  this  fituation  pleafed  me  fo  much  we  called  it  Bartram's  Bluffy 
and  for  an  induftrious  planter  with  a  few  hands  may  be  a  pretty  eftate. 

1 8th.  Set  out  from  Bartram's  Bluff,  a  lovely  fine  morning  and  warm, 
flopped  at  Mount-joy  for  a  little,  and  after  feveral  miles  rowing  came  to  a 
rich  iftand,  and  took  the  left  hand  branch,  down  which  we  rowed  feveral 
very  crooked  courfes  by  fome  oak  and  pine-bluffs  5  or  6  foot  high,  excellent 
fwamps,  fome  cyprefs-trees,  and  much  maple  and  afh  being  on  both  fides 
Ihe  river,  which  is  two  fathom  deep,  and,  where  we  entered  it,  not  above  20 
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yards  wide,  but  at  the  lower  end  twice  as  much  ;  It  opened  into  the  main 
river,  a  little  below  a  high  bluff  of  four  oranges,  and  on  the  oppofite  fide 
grow  great  quantities  of  what  is  called  bitter  fweets,  which  are  next  in  good- 
nefs  to  the  china  ;  we  ate  abundance  of  them,  and  found  them  very  whole- 
fome  i  they  laft  much  longer  than  the  fweet,  which  continue  only  to  March. 

The  common  current  of  the  river  here  is  not  above  two  miles  an  hour,  the 
uncommon  rains  laft  fummer  and  part  of  the  fall  had  raifed  it  2  foot  or  more 
higher  than  at  prefent,  and  then  the  current  no  doubt  ran  fwifcer,  and  our 
pilot  faid  he  had  known  it  to  be  3  foot  lower  than  now  ;  but  fuppofe  it  only 

two,  then  there  muft  be  very  little  current. This  night  was  very  warm, 

and  the  muikitoes  troublefome,  k>  that  we  fmoaked  our  tent  twice. 

19th.  Fine  warm  morning,  birds  finging,  fifli  jumping,  and  turkies  gob- 
ling.  Set  our,  and  prefently  came  to  a  rich  iQand,  and  ran  between  it  and 
the  Indian  land,  which  is  high  and  Ibelly,  then  lower,  and  very  good  on  each 
fide  :  We  foon  came  into  the  river  again,  and  rowed  down  it,  till  we  came 
to  a  fmall  branch  on  the  eaft  fide,  down  which  we  rowed  near  half  a  mile 
where  we  were  entirely  flopped  by  the  piftia  and  perficaria  growing  all  in  a 
matt  i  we  then  turned  back,  concluding  it  to  run  on  the  eaft  fide  of  an  iOand 
and  to  join  the  river  below  in  fome  of  its  eaftern  lagoons  to  the  river  down 
which  we  proceeded,  and  croflied  the  mouth  of  the  eaft  lake,  and  in  an  hour 
or  two  arrived  at  Spalding's  Upper-ftore,  where  we  ftaid  all  night,  which  was 
very  warm,  and  the  mufkitoes  very  troublefome,  as  much  fo  as  any  time  fince 
I  lefc  Charles-Town. 

20th.  Fine  warm  morning,  but  the  fouth-wtft  wind  foon  blew  fo  hard,  that 
we  durft  not  venture  to  fail  on  the  great  lake,  and  our  pilot  wanted  to  dry  his 
fkins,  fo  we  ftaid  here  all  day  :  but  in  the  afternoon  our  heft  went  over  the 
river  to  ftioot  geefe  in  the  pine- land  ponds,  where  they  generally  feed  on 
the  grafs  growing  there  ;  for  they  don't  frequent  the  river,  as  we  did  not  fee 
one  all  the  way,  but  multitudes  of  ducks :  We  landed  on  a  bank  of  the  river, 
a  liitle  above  the  place  where  the  Indians  fwim  their  horfes  over,  about  4  foot 
above  the  water  •,  the  bank  wascompofed  of  fnail  and  mufcie-ftiells,  a  flrata 
■of  which,  that  was  even  or  under  the  furface  of  the  fiver,  was  converted  into 
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a  corxrete  as  hard  as  a  foft  ftone,  as  are  moft  of  the  banks  of  the  upper  part  of 
the  river,  which  will  burn  to  lime  ;  we  walked  from  the  landing  diredly  to- 
wards the  pine-lands,  at  firfl:  over  a  rich  level,  then  afcended  a  hill  6  feet  per- 
pendicular, formed  all  of  fhells  mixed  with  a  little  black  fandy  mould,  fcarce 
cnouo-h  to  fill  up  the  vacuities  betwixt  one  fhell  and  the  other,  although  the 
fmali  ones  and  broken  pieces  are  drove  as  clofe  together  as  pofTibfe  ;  this  com- 
pofition  lafted  for  near  200  yards,  the  Ihells  diminifhing  gradually,  and  the 
fine  fand  appearing  more  and  more,  until  no  more  Ihells  were  feen  mixed 
with  it  •,  we  (lill  came  to  rifing  ground  producing  hiccory,  magnolia,  bay 
and  water-oak,  then  ground-oak,  chamserops,  then  pine-land,  dwarf-myrtlcj 
kalmia,  vaccinium,  andromeda,  fmall  pines  and  long  grafs  in  the  ponds, 
where  the  water  was  about  knee-deep  more  or  lefs,  foma  of  which  contain 
from  I  to  10  acres  ;  but  fome  ponds  are  a  mile  or  two  big,  more  or  lefs, 
fome  furrounded  clofe  with  the  adjacent  pine-lands,  and  others  with  large  fa- 
vannahs  at  one  or  both  fides,  with  a  rivulet  running  out,  and  fometimes  with 
a  bay  or  cyprefs-fwam.p  at  the  head.  I  was  talking  to  our  hoft  that  I  could 
not  find  any  good  clay  up  the  river  ;  he  faid  there  was  good  white  clay  to  be 
oot  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  river  near  his  houfe ;  we  went  to  look  at  it,  and 
taking  a  hoe,  I  cut  a  piece  of  it  up,  which  was  a  clofe  compad  mafs  of  ground 
fea-fhclls  a  little  above  the  furface  of  the  water,  the  lower  the  more  it  looked 
and  felt  like  clay.  Quere,  whether  or  not  fome  forts  of  clay  are  not  formed 
out  of  fea-(hells  ground  minutely  to  powder  in  a  long  feries  of  time  ? 

2 1  ft.  Warm  morning  •,  fet  out  from  Spalding's  Upper-ftore,  wind  fouth  ; 
it  foon  fell  a  rair.ing,  fo  that  we  encamped  near  the  head  of  the  great  lake,  at 
an  orange  grove  on  a  bluff,  where  we  gathered  good  bitter-fweets,  the  four 
onts  lay  fcattered  all  about  on  the  ground  ;  there  are  two  large  and  fome 
fmall  iflands  near  the  head  of  the  great  lake. 

22d.  Cold  morning,  and  the  wind  fo  high,  durft  not  venture  on  the  lake 
it  being  very  rough  ;  fo  we  ftaid  here  all  night,  and  fired  the  marlh. 

23d.  Very  cool,  clear  morning,  wind  N.  \N.  Set  out  early,  and  coaft:d 
the  weft  fide  of  the  lake,  which  was  part  fandy-beech,  part  marfii,  fome  cy- 
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prefs-fwamp,  and  much  oak  banks,  until  we  came  to  William's  Spring,  a 
creek  of  very  clear  warm  water,  30  yards  broad  and  2  foot  deep,  the  fprincr 
heads  even  with  the  river  ;  we  landed  near  its  mouth  on  a  flielly-bluff  amongft 
thoufands  of  orange-trees,  growing  fo  thick  that  we  could  hardly  pafs  be- 
tween them  for  a  quarter  of  a  mile  •,  we  walked  near  a  mile  up  to  two  or  three 
of  its  heads,  and  left  one  on  the  right  hand  which  we  did  not  fearch,  becaufe 
we  could  not  get  at  it  without  a  boat ;  the  land  near  the  creek  was  a  rich  but 
narrow  fwamp  100  yards  wide  more  or  lefs,  adjacent  to  which  was  a  high 
Ihelly-bkifF,  on  which  the  Indians  had  planted  j  it  is  remarkable  that  the  Flo- 
rida Indians  planted  on  all  thefe  Ihelly-blufts,  as  being  the  moft  fertile  parts, 
except  the  fwamps  and  marfhe?,  which  are  only  proper  for  rice,  and  which  the 
Indians  never  planted,  as  they  would  never  take  the  pains  of  raifing  and 
flielling  of  it;  and  the  pine-lands  not  being  fuitable  for  corn  by  their  method 
of  cultivation  •,  but  whether  they  planted  the  intermediate  declining  grounds 
I  can't  fay,  as  large  trees  of  cedar,  celtes,  and  palms,  with  many  other  kind?, 
grow  on  moft  of  them  :  About  noon  we  fet  out  from  this  place,  and  coafted 
ftill  on  the  weft  fide,  being  very  warm,  and  we  ftill  obferved  either  oak-ham- 
mocks, or  high  pines  ;  about  half  way  down  the  lake  is  a  high  bluff,  the  up-  ' 
per  part  white  foil,  the  lower  yellow,  it  produced  fpruce-pine  and  fcrub-oaks  > 
•we  could  not  bring  our  boat  near  the  fliore,  for  this  weft  fide  is  very  flioal 
moft  of  the  way,  and  the  land  moftly  palmetto-ground,  and  fume  few  cyprefs- 
fwamps  j  we  encamped  on  a  defcending  bank,  on  the  back  of  which  was 
fcrub-oaks  and  dwarf-palmetto  or  chamcerops  ;  here  we  cooked  a  fine  mefs  of 
palm-cabbage.  - 

24th.  Moderate  clear  morning  •,  rowed  early  by  a  bank  of  pine-land  for 
feveral  miles  and  fome  cyprefs-fwamps,  then  came  to  a  large  creek  called 
Johnibn's  Spring,  the  weft  end  of  the  lake  abotit  80  yards  near  broad,  but 
after  it  widens  to  about  200  ;  the  pine-land  comes  pretty  clofe  to  its  banks, 
then  a  narrow  low  marlh  interpofes,  and  after  we  rowed  higher  up  we  faw 
narrow  cyprefs-fwamps,  loblolly-bays,  and  fome  few  oak  hammocks  ;  the 
crtek  abounds  with  fifti,  many  ftengrays  near  its  mouth  ;  it  is  fuppofed  to 
run  7  mil"S  from  its  head  to  the  lake,  where  the  bar  is  about  iS  inches  deep, 
but  the  creek  is  3,  4,  and  5  foot  up  to  the  fpring,  which  is  nearly  level  with 
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tlie  lake,  and  full  of  grafs  and  weeds  at  the  bottom,  many  of  which  reach  to 
the  top  of  the  water,  and  are  a  great  obftrudlion  to  boats  in  going  up,  with- 
out they  keepdire6lly  in  the  channel  -,  on  the  north  fide  towards   its  head   a 
large  marfh  brancheth  out  ;  we  came  at  laft  to  where  the  cat-tails  and  bull- 
Tudies  grew  fo  thick,  that  we  could  not  force  the  battoe  through  them,  though 
it  was  lOO  yards  broad,  and  3  or  4  foot  deep,  fo  clear  that  we  could  fee  the 
mufcle-ftiells  on  its  ihelly  bottom  in  patches  3  or  4  foot  diameter  between  the 
great  patches  of  grafs  and  weeds  ;  we  landed  to  feareh  the  head  fprings,  and 
paffed  through  an  orange-grove  and  an  old  field  of  the  Florida  Indians,  then 
came  to  the  mjain  fprings,  where  a  prodigious  quantity  of  very  clear  warm 
brackilh  water  boiled  up  between  vaft  rocks  of  unknown  depth,  we  could  not 
reach  the  bottom  by  a  very  long  pole  •,  this  was  on  the  north  bank,  about  12 
foot  hioh  above  the  water,  which  fpreads  immediately  50  or  60  yards  broad  : 
We  walked  round  the  weft  end  towards  the  fouth  bank,  where  the  bare  flat 
rocks  appeared  above  water,  and  a  great  ftream  boiled  up  of  a  fait  and  fojri(h 
tafte,  but  not  near  fo  loathfome  as  feveral  before- defcribed,  nor  had  it  any 
bad  fmell,  orwhitifli  fediment  as  they,  we  examined  the  compofition  of  the 
rocks,  and  found  fome  of  them  to  be  a  concrete  redifh  fand,  fome  whitilh 
mixed  with  clay,  others  a  ferruginous  irregular  concrete,  and  many  a  com- 
bination of  all  thefe  materials  with  fea-fhells,  clams,  and   cockles;  we  found 
in  the  bank  an  afB-coIoured  tenacious  earth,  and  a  ftrata  of  yellow  fand  be- 
neath ;  near  here  my  fon  found  a  lovely  fweet  tree  %  with  leaves  like  the- 
fweet  bay,  which  fmelled  nkc  faflfafras,  and  produce  a  very  ftrange  kind  of 
feed-pod,  but  the  feed  was  all  (hed,  the  fevere  froft  had  not  hurt  it  ;  fome  of 
them  orevf  near  20  foot  high,  a  charming  bright  evergreen  aromatic  :  We 
faw  near  the  fpring  numbers  of  large  garr,  cats,  mullets,  trouts,  and  feveral 
other  kinds  unknown  to  us,  fome  in  chace  of  others,  which  run  into  the  grafs 
to  hide  them  from  their  enemies  ;  in  going  down  to  the  lake  the  fifh  were 
continually  juiTjping  ;  we  obferved  on  the  north  end  of  the  lake  a  hammock 
cf  oak.     We  then  fteered  our  courfe  to  Bryan's  Ifiand,  on  which  there  is  fome 

"  By  the  above  defcriptLon  this  may  probably  be  the  Illlcium  anifatum  of  Linn.  Spec.  664. 

which  is  the  Somo  or  Skimmi  of  Kaempfer's  amcenitates,  p.  880. This  is  the  tree  fo  much 

admired  for  its  fpicy  quality  by  the  Chinefe  and  Japonefe,  and  which  has  been  difcovered  lately 
by  William  Clifton,  Efq;  Chief-Joftice-of  Weft-Florida,  to  grow  near  Penfacola. 
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good  land  and  rich  fwamp,  with  pretty  much  pine-land,  it  is  fuppofed  to  con-, 
tain  about  1500  acres;  here  we  encamped  on  a  rocky  rifmg  ground,  and 
found  numbers  of  great  and  fmall  oyfter-fliells,  clams,  perriwinkles,  fea- 
mufcles,  and  cockles,  all  cemented  together  with  broken  fragments,  foms 
ground  as  fine  as  coarfe  fand  ;  they  were  all  confufcdiy  mixed  and  jumbled  to- 
gether as  upon  our  fea-coafi: ;  firft  a  flrata  of  (hells,  then  a  ftrata  of  fhells 
and  fragments  fill  up  the  leaft  caviry  ;  it  is  remarkable  that  we  never  found 
any  fcallops  to  the  fouth  of  Carolina,  either  on  the  coaft  or  up  in  the  country. 

25th.  Finepleafant  morning,  although  a  little  froft  in  the  pine-lands ;  faw' 
feveral  flocks  of  pigeons  flying  about  both  yefl:erday  and  to-day  :  About  noon' 
we  landed  at  iVIount-Royal,  and  went  to  an  Indian  tumulus,  which  was  about 
100  yards  in  diameter,  nearly  round,  and  near   20  foot  high,  found    fome 
bonss  fcattered  on  ir,  it  muftbe  very  ancient,  as  live-oaks  are  grov/ing  upon 
n  three  foot  in  diameter  ;  what  a  pro.iigious  multitude  of  Indians  muft  have 
laboured  to  raife  it  ?  to  what  height  we  can^t  fay,  as  it  muft  have  fettled  much* 
in  fuch  a  number  of  years,  and  it  is  furprizing  where  they  brought  the  fand 
from,  arid  how,  as  they  had  nothing  but    bafkets  or  bowls   to  carry  it  in; 
there  feems  to  be  a  lictie  hollow-near  the  adjacent  level  on  one  fide,  though' 
not  likely  to  raife  fuch  a  tumulus  the  50th  part  of  what  it  is,  but  diredlly  north 
from  the  tumulus  is  a  fine  ftraight  avenue  about  60  yards  broad,  all  the  furface 
of  which  has  been  taken  off,  and  thrown  on  each  fide,  which  makes  a  bank  of 
about  a  rood  wide  and  a  foot  high  more  or  kfs,  as  the  unevennefs  of  the 
ground  required,  for  the  avenue  is  as  level  as  a  floor  from  bank  to  bank,  and 
continues  fo  for  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  to  a  pond  of  about  ico  yards 
broad  and  150  long  N.  and  S.  feemed  to  be  an  oblong  fquare,  and  its  banks 
4  foot  perpendicular,  gradually  floping  every  way  to  the  water,  the  depth  of 
which  we  could  not  fay,  but  do  not  imagine  it  deep,  as  the  grafs  grows  all 
over  it  ;  by  its  regularity  it  fecms  to  be  artificial ;  if  fo,  perhaps  the  fand 
was  carried  from  hence  to  raife  the  tumulus,  as  the  one  direflly   faces  the 
other  at  each  end  of  the  avenue  ;  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  tumulus  I  found  3  ^ 
very  large  rattle-fnake  funning  himfelf,  I  fuppofe  this  to  be  his  v?inter-quar- 
ters ;  here  had  formerly  been  a  large  Indian  town  ;  I  fuppofe  there  is  50  acres 
of  planting  ground  cleared  and  of  a  middling  foil,  a  good  part  of  which  is  - 
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mixed  with  fmall  fhells  ;  no  doubt  this  large  tumulus  was  their  burying-place 
or  fepulchre  :  Whether  the  Florida  Indians  buried  the  bones  after  the  i\e(h  was 
rotted  off  them,  as  the  prefent  fouthern  Indians  do,  I  can't  fay  :  We  then 
rowed  down  the  river,  and  encamped  at  Spalding's  Lower-ftore,  oppofite  to 
a  fmall  rich  ifland  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  river. 

26th.  Fine  morning,  warm  and  pleafant  ;  obferved  a  plum-tree  in  full 
bloffom  ;  here  I  faw  many  pine-trees,  that  had  lattly  been  cut  down,  and 
though  18  inches  in  diameter,  they  were  the  greateft  part  fap  ;  I  counted  their 
years  growth,  and  found  fome  to  be  about  50,  feme  40,  and  others  30,  but 
one  large  tree  two  foot  in  diameter,  had  only  four  inches  of  fap,  and  I  counted 
130  years  growth  or  red  circles ;  here  was  a  well  dug  on  declining  ground,  the 
water,  which  was  fweet,  rofe  to  within  5  or  6  foot  of  the  furface  of  the 
ground,  at  the  diftance  of  100  yards  from  the  river,  and  perhaps  eight  foot 
above  it. 

We  rowed  four  miles  down  the  river  to  Dunn's  Idand,  which  Lord  Adam 
Gordon  has  petitioned  for ;  it  contains  about  1500  acres  more  or  lefs  of  good 
fwamp,  and  fome  hammock-  W^e  then  took  the  right-hand  creek  up  to 
Dunn's  lake,  obferving  much  good  fwamp  on  both  fides,  the  creek  being 
generally  150  yards  broad,  and  two  fathom  deep  ;  on  the  weft  fide  there  is 
two  points  of  low  land,  which  comes  clofe  to  the  creek  :  About  noon  we  en- 
tered the  lake,  whofe  general  courfe  is  N.  W.  and  S.  E.  and  about  15  miles 
long,  the  upper  end  turns  towards  the  eaft :  We  encamped  on  the  north 
fide  in  a  cyprtfs-fwamp,  part  of  it  marfhy,  its  bank  next  the  lake  was  a  foot 
above  the  water,  but  back  was  lower  until  the  pine  lands  began  within  half  a 
mile  ;  this  north  fide  is  generally  a  narrow  cyprefs-fwamp  to  the  pines,  wi- 
dening a  little  in  fome  branches. 

27th.  Fine  pleafant  morning.  Set  out  early,  and  landed  on  a  fmall  ifland 
of  near  100  acres,  part  cyprefs-fwamp,  part  marfti,  and  piney  palmetto,  a 
very  rotten  black  foil,  mixed  with  white  fand  :  We  landed  on  a  low  bluff  of 
mufcle  and  fnail-fhells,  generally  !  roken  and  powdered  by  the  furges  of 
ihe  lake  j  here,  as  well  as  in  moft  other  places  on   any  high  dry  bank  on 
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the  river  or  its  branches  where  the  foil  is  good,  are  found  fragments  of  old 
Indian  pots  and  orange- trees,  v-hich  clearly  demonflrates,  thaL  the  Florida 
Indians  inhabited  every  fertile  fpot  on  St.  John's  river,  lakes  and  branches; 
now  the  afh,  maple,  elm,  and  pavia,  are  all  green,  and  fhot  out  feveral  inches, 
the  cyprefs  is  in  full  bloom,  the  v/ater-oak  begins  to  look  yellow,  and  the 
fweet-gum  jidcafting  its  leaves  :  the  north  end  of  this  ifland  is  pine  and  pal- 
metto, then  high  fwamp  ;  the  eaft  end  low.  Leaving  the  ifland,  we  encamp- 
ed where  we  did  the  night  before,  on  a  bed  of  long  tree-mofs,  to  preferve  us 
from  the  very  low  damp  ground,  which  is  very  unpleafant  and  dangerous. 

28th.  Fine  morning  ;  fet  down  Dunn's  lake,  the  weft  fide  of  which  is  gene- 
rally pine-land,  but  at  the  head  weftward  are  feme  very  good  fwamps,  which 
hold  generally  down  the  river;  fquire  Roll  claims  all  the  north  or  north-eaft 
fide  from  his  town  to  the  he:.d  of  the  lake  ;  from  the  lower  end  of  which  'tis 
reckoned  13  miles  to  die  river,  thence  down  to  Roll's  4  ;  on  the  weft  fide  of 
the  river  is  a  very  rich  cxrenfive  marfti,  which  colonel  Middleton  claims;, 
about  one  o'clock  we  arrived  at  Charlottenburgh,  Roll's  town,  and  ftaid  alL 
night. 

29th.  Fine  clear  morning  and  warm  day,  like  the  firft  of  our  May  ;  walked 
a'l  about  the  town  and  adjacent  woods  :  near  the  bank'-  of  the  river  are  the  re- 
mains of  an  old  Spanilh  entrenchment,   12  yards  one  w  y  and  14  the  other 
^bout  5  foot  high  ;  on  three  fides  being  open  to  the  livcr ;  the  town  is  half  a- 
mile  long,  with  half  a  fcore  of  fcattered   houfes   in  i-,  bui't  of  round  loo-gs  ; 
the  ftreets  are  laid  out  at  right  angler,  one  of  them   is   100  foot   broad,  the 
other  60  ;  the  land  back  is  all  pine  and  fcrub-oaks  ;  the  bluft'continueshalf  a 
mile  down  the  river,  which  is  7  fathom  d.ep  near  the  town,  but  towards  the" 
oppofite  fhore  there  is  a  fand-bar,  it  is  not  above  half  a  raik  wide  here,  hut 
foon  widens  above. 

30th.  Fine   morning;  fet  out  from.  Roll's,  whofe  fteward,  Mr.  Banksj, 
was  very  kind  to  us,  and  feems  to  be  a  fober,  careful,  and  agreeable  man  ; 
we  rowed  8  miles,  crofTing  the  river  to  Gray's  creek,  which  is  60  yards  wide, 
and  two  fathom  and  a  half  deep  ;  we  went  about  7  mules  up  it  ;  its  general- 

courfe- 
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courfe  is  weft  by  fouth,  and  generally  pretty  ftraight,  good  high  fwamps  on 
each  fide,  though  on  the  north  fide  the  pines  come  near,  efpecially  near  th€ 
upper  part,  where  the  ground  is  poor ;  we  could  not  pafs  ne.  r  fo  far,  as  we 
had  depth  of  water,  by  reafon  of  many  old  trees  fallen  acrofs  the  creek  at  7 
foot  deep  and  10  or  12  yards  broad  ;  great  floods  certainly  come  down  it, 
for  there  were  great  banks  of  fand  4  foot,  more  or  lefs  high,  drove  on  its 
banks  5  here  is  very  good  grafs  growing  in  the  pine-woods  knee  high.  We 
rowed  down  again,  crofTed  the  river,  and  encamped  at  a  great  orange-grove, 
where  thoufands  of  orange- trees  grow  as  thick  as  poflible,  and  full  of  four 
and  bitter-fweet  fruits  ;  this  is  about  four  miles  by  land  from  Mr.  Roll's, 
though  near  8  by  water  ;  he  claims  it  in  his  20,000  acres  ;  fome  of  it  is  good 
fwamp,  but  moftly  pine-land. 

31ft.  Fine  morning  :  rowed  for  feveral  miles  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  river, 

■having  croiTed  it,  and  obferved  feveral  good   cyprefs-fwamps   and  oak-ham- 

^mocks  alternately  mixed  with  pine-land,  which  comes  clofe  to  the  river's  bank, 

•in  other  places  they  come  clofe  to  the  fwamps,  which  are  here  from  50  yards 

deep  to  500  or  more  i  we  then  crofied  the  river  to  the  eaft  fide,  along  which 

we  rowed,  the  pine-lands  ftill  approaching  near  the  banks  moft  of  the  way, 

fome  few  cyprefsand  maple-trees  grow  near  the  fhore  j  we  rowed  into  a. great 

cove,  on  the  north  fide  of  which  is  a  fine  rich  high  fwamp ;  we  encamped  at  a 

.point  on  the  eaft  fide  on  middling  high  ground  Hoping  towards  the  river,  back 

of  which  is  palmetto-ground  and  black  foil  well  timbered  with  live-oaks. 

February  the  firft.  Walked  in  a  fine  rich  open  marfh,  then  palmetto  and 
myrtles  join  the  pine-lands,  in  which  a  little  fpring  heads  the  fwamp,  which 
-may  be  a  quarter  of  a  mile  deep  :  We  got  to  Picolata  by  noon,  the  north 
'Wind  being  againft  us  as  the  day  before  •,  we  then  rowed  to  a  low  bluff  of  mid- 
dlin»  land,  well  timbered  with  live  and  water-oak,  great  mngnolia  and  fweet. 
gum  ;  here  was  alfo  a  rich  fwamp  of  alh  and  maple  ;  but  generally  below 
Roll's  town  there  is  no  fuch  large  bodies  of  fwamps  as  above,  efpecially  on 
the  eaft  fide,  though  at  the  mouth  of  Picolata  creek,  about  6  miles  below  tlie 
/ort,  there  is  a  pretty  large  fwamp. 

2d.  Walked 
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2d.  Walked  this  morning  to  obferve  the  foil,  the  wind  north,  and  cool, 
landed  at  Popa  fort,  a  fmall  (hallow  entrenchment  almoft  filled  up  with  length 
of  time;  'tis  20  yards  fquare  ;  and  as  many  from  the  river;  a  few  yards 
hick  of  it  there  is  another  about  twice  as  big ;  here  is  a  grove  of  orange-trees, 
and  many  acres  of  large  live-oaks,  2  or  3  foot  in  diameter,  adjacent  to  which 
is  a  fhaliow  but  good  fwamp  with  fome  cyprefs-trees  ;  nearly  oppofite  to  this 
on  the  weft  fide  branches  out  a  creek  running  3  or  4  miles,  on  which  grow 
large  red  cedars ;  and  about  two  miles  below  it,  branches  out  White  or  Black 
River,  it  bears  both  names,  the  laft  by  the  Englifh  ;  'cis  navigable  above  20 
miles,  fome  fay  30,  'tis  reckoned  20  to  Caldwall's  ftore,  our  prefent  boundary 
with  the  Creek  Indians  ;  this  river  or  creek  is  about  100  yards  wide  and  3 
fathom  deep,  more  or  lefs,  its  general  courfe  is  weft  ;  we  landed  at  a  pine- 
bluff,  300  yards  long  and  10  foot  perpendicular,  more  or  lefs,  the  upper 
furface  of  which,  for  a  foot  or  more  deep,  is  white  fand,  then  2  foot  of  an 
a(h-coloured  clay  mixed  with  red  and  yellow  fand,  then  5  foot  of  a  fine 
yellow  fand,  (no  coarfe  fand  is  to  be  found  in  any  of  the  fouthern  provinces) 
then  a  tenacious  afti-coloured  clay  to  an  unknown  depth,  reaching  below  the 
furface  of  the  creek  ;  there  is  a  pretty  fpring  runs  into  the  creek  juft  above  the 
bluff;  we  lodged  near  its  mouth. 

3d.  Set  out  early,  cool  morning,  with  white  frolt,  wind  N.  W.  Saw 
many  high  bluffs,  near  20  foot  high,  but  poor  and  fandy  ;  fome  have  a  cy- 
prefs-fwamp  behind  them,  others  are  level  with  the  adjacent  pine-land,  in 
which  is  plenty  of  rank  grafs  knee-high  ;  on  one  or  both  fides  of  thefe  bluffs 
frequently  runs  out  a  fmall  fpring  :  We  called  at  the  Store,  (this  was  a  fine 
warm  day)  above  which,  the  land  is  flill  higher,  and  produces  live-oak,  red 
and  purp'e-berried  bay,  alder,  maple,  chinquapins,  elm,  linden,  water-oak, 
myrtle,  dogwood,  vaccinium,  palmetto,  hamamelis  ",  and  cedar ;  here  the 
creek  divides  into  two  branches  nearly  equal  ;  we  took  the  left-hand  one, 
which  had  generally  high  banks  on  each  fide,  raifed  by  the  floods  12  or  more 
feet  with  white  fand  ;  in  many  places  the  level  pine-lands  come  clofe  to  its 
banks  ;  in  others  again,  there  is  a  pond  or  cyprefs-fwamp  juft  behind  the 
bank,  in  which  very  large  trees  grow  in  the  pine-lands  ;  there  are  a  number 

''  Hamamelis,  a  flirub  with  leaves  like  the  common  hazel,  propagated  for  the  fake  of  variety 
by  the  Engliih  gardeners. 
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of  fhallow  ponds,  on  the  borders  of  which  there  is  much  green  grafs  all  the 
winter  :  We  rowed  up  this  branch,  until  the  great  trees,  that  had  fallen 
acrofs  the  creek,  flopped  our  pafifage,  and  there  the  creeks  were  4  or  5  foot 
deep  and  10  yards  broad,  on  a  fandy  bottom  ;  we  returned  to  the  Store, 
where  we  lodged,  and  before  day  it  began  to  rain, 

4th.  Warm  rainy  morning  ;  it  cleared  up,  and  we  fet  out  up  the  north- 
branch,  the  banks  of  which  were  12  or  13  foot  high  moft  of  the  way,  more 
or  lefs,  in  many  places  rocks  under  the  furface  3  or  4  foot,  reaching  below  the 
furface  of  the  water  to  an   unknown  depth  in  fome  places  •,  the  firft  ftrata  isr 
fandy,  then  a  gritty  rock  for  a  foot,  then  a  foftifh  rock  full  of  fea-fhells,  of 
the  cockle  and  perriwinkle  kind,  mixed  clofe  with  broken  or  ground  Ihells  to 
a  folid  mafs  for  two  foot,  more  or  lefs,  then  a  deep  mafs  of  foft,  in  fome 
places,  hard  rocks  :  We  rowed  up  this  branch  until  we  were  flopped  by  trees, 
as  i:i  the  other,  and  here  the  creek  was  lO  yards  broad  and  a  fathom  deep  ; 
we  walked  uo  it  a  good  way  farther,  but  found  hi  tie  alteration,  except  in  its^ 
being  fuller  of  old  trees  ;  the  traders  fay,  it  heads  in  a  great  lake  5  miles  long 
and  3  broad  j  there  are  fome  middling  good  cyprefs-fwamps  near  its  banks, 
the  floods  had  been  fohigh  up  this  branch,  as  to  flow  over  its  banks,    and  the 
firfl  rifintr  of  the  pine  lands  j  dicy  hdd  not  bcco  c^uite  fo  high  in    the  other 
branch  ;  near  the  Store  was  a  deep  gut  with  a  middling  flream  of  water,, 
which  headed  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  up  in  the  pine-lands,    and  gulhed  out 
over  the  rocks,  where  it  had  worn  a  deep  narrow  gully  8  or  10  foot  deep,  the 
rocks  reached  to  within  4  foot,  more  or  lefs  of  the  furface,  and  to.an  unknown 
depth,  all  of  ground  or  broken  fea-(hells  ;  in  fome  places  there  is  a  flrata  of 
tenacious  clay,  either  above,  under,  or  without  this  Ihelly  ftrata. 

5th.  Set  out  from  the  Store  down  the  river,  near  the  mouth  of  which  are 
fome  good  cyprefs-fwamps,  and  up  it  generally  very  large  ones ;  about  4  miles 
up,  there  is  a  very  extenfive  one,  reaching  a  mile  and  a  half  north-caftward, 
to  a  place  called  the  Doftor's  lake,  narrowing  gradually  to  the  mouth  of  the 
creek  and  upwards,  till  a  pine-bluflf  interpofes  ;  oppofite  to  this  is  another  ex- 
tenfive fwamp,  upwards  of  1000  acres-,  pretty  near  the  mouth  of  the  creek 
there  are  two  fmall  iflands  ;  a  large  point  of  land  projeds  out  from  the  main 
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on  tlie  eaft  fide  oFthenVer  oppofite  to  the  mouth  of  Doftor's  lake,  which 
runs  near  fouth  partly  parallel  with  the  river :  We  arrived  this  evening  ac 
Mr.  Davis's. 

6th.  Set  out  for  the  Doflor's  lake,  which  is  half  a  mile  or  more  broad, 
and  6  or  7  long ;  at  the  head  of  which  is  a  large  creek,  about  lOO  or  more 
yards  broad,  and  near  a  mile  and  a  half  long,  heading  in  a  rich  fwamp  with  3 
or  4  branches,  which  drain  it  :  On  the  weft  fide  there  is  a  hammock  of  oak, 
hiccory,  magnolia,  and  hornbeam,  and  a  fine  fpriag  of  clear  water  aimoft  big 
enough  to  turn  a  mill,  boiling  up  from  under  the  main  body  of  the  country 
rocks,  as  all  the  great  fouTitains  dp  ;  the  foil  looks  rich. 

7tb.  Cloudy  morning  ;  we  crofl'ed  a  branch,  landed,  and  wa'ked  over  a 
rich  fwamp  2  or  300  yards  wide,  then  came  to  cutting-g-afs,  then  palmttto 
for  100  yard?,  then  to  a  pine-favannah  of  a  vaft  extent,  moift,  and  producing 
a  great  burthen  of  pretty  good  grafs,  knee-deep;  we  returned  and  ro^A-ed 
down  the  lake  and  river  about  14  miles  to  Davis's,  againft  aftrong  wind,  rain, 
and  thunder,  all  wet  and  cold. 

8th.  Fine  clear  morning,  wind  weft.  Set  out  after  noon,  having  dried  our 
cloaths  and  blankets,  rowed  to  Greenwood's,  and  encamped  by  a  grove  of 
orange  trees  ;  from  hence  to  the  Cow-ford  ;  the  banks  are  generally  high, 
with  very  large  oak,  bay,  and  great  magnolia,  the  foil,  though  fandy,  is  pretty 
good. 

9th.  A  fine  morning  ;  rowed  down  to  the  Cattle-ford,  below  which  is  a 
marfti  on  both  fides,  then  pines,  then  another  pietcy  large  marfii,  and  fo  on 
alternately  high  oak-banks,  open  marihes,  and  flat  pine-woods  and  favan- 
nahs  ;  back  there  is  pretty  high  fand-hills,  and  fome  ponds ;  came  to  Wil- 
liams's point  and  creek,  the  water  is  pretty  deep  at  the  point,  out  of  which 
ifiue  feveral  little  fprlngs :  We  then  foon  came  to  Forbes's  bluff,  where  grows 
a  good  fort  of  rulh  to  bottom  chairs  with,  or  make  matts,  much  better  than 
the  common  bull-rufti  or  the  three-fquare  ones ;  it  rained  in  the  evening,  but 
cleared  up  about  midnight ;  this  bluff  is  very  produdlive,  being  covered  with 
fhells  of  oyfters,  which  the  Florida  Indians  fed  much  upon  near  tiic  fea-coaft. 
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loth.  Pleafant  morning,  wind  blowing  ftrong  at  N.  W.  Breakfafled  on  a 
mefs  of  tanniers,  a  fpecies  of  eddo  %  which  being  boiled  with  meat  is  good 
food  i  the  roots  are  4  inches  in  diameter,  and  5  long,  wholefome,  and  of 
great  increafe,  when  planted  in  moiftifh  rich  ground,  but  will  do  in  middling 
foil.  Set  out,  and  failed  through  the  narrow  paflage,  not  being  much  above 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  wide,  running  between  two  large  marfhes  a  littk  above  a 
high  bluff",  called  Oglethorpe's  or  Heller's  bluff',  (an  exceeding  convenient 
fituation  for  the  building  of  a  fort  to  fecure  the  inhabitants  up  the  river  in 
time  of  war,  'tis  about  8  miles  -from  the  bar  and  fea)  in  this  narrow  paflage 
'tis  very  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  the  flood-tide  muft  run  very  rapid,  as  it 
has  200  miles  up  this  broad  river  to  flow,  in  many  places  2  miles  wide,  and 
many  branches  and  large  lakes  to  fill  ;  we  landed  about  2  miles  above  the  bar, 
and  walked  along  a  fine  fandy  beech  of  regular  defcent,  quite  to  the  fea  low- 
water-mark,  to  an  inlet,  up  which  we  walked  to  one  Hazard's,  a  good  kind 
of  a  man,  and  one  of  the  bed  planters  in  Florida  ;  he  is  fettled  on  a  large 
rich  ifland,  great  part  of  which  is  furrounded  with  marfli,  which  on  one  fide 
is  veryextenfive. 

luh.  North-weft  wind  very  high;  could  not  venture  on  the  river,  Co 
walked  all  over  the  ifland  ;  obferving  his  improvements  ;  and  the  curiofities, 
both  natural  and  artificial,  of  the  Indians  and  Spaniards  ;  of  the  former, 
were  feveral  middling  tumulus's  or  fepulchres  of  the  Florida  Indians,  with  nu- 
merous heaps  of  oyfterfbells,  which  one  may  reafonably  fuppofe  were  many 
hundred  years  in  colledling  by  as  many  thoufands  of  Indians,  alfo  variety  of 
old  broken  Indian  pots.  'Tis  very  demonftrable  that  the  Spaniards  had  a  fine 
fettlcment  here,  as  tliere  ftill  remain  their  cedar  poRs  on  each  fide  their  fine 
flraight. avenues,  pieces  of  hewn  live-oaks,  and  great  trees  girdled  round  to 
kill  them,  which  are  now  very  found,  though  above  60  years  fince  they  were 
-cut.  This  rich  ifland,  though  it  appears  fandy  on  the  furface,  yet  liath  a 
clay  bottom,  above  which  in  feme  places  there  is  a  dark-coloured  ftrata  of  in- 
durated fand-rcck. 

*  Tanniers,  a  fpecies  ofEddo's. This  is  a  fpecies  of  Arum  or  Wake  Robin. There  are 

many  forts  of  them  cultivated  in  the  Weft-Indies,  arid  in  Carolina,  for  the  fake  of  the  roots  as 
well  as  the  leaves,  which  latter  is  called  Indian- Kale  ;  for  further  information  confult  Sir  Han* 
Sloane,  Hi'i.  Jam.  Vol.  I.  p.  166  to  170;  Brown's  Hilf.  Jam.  and  Miller's  Diilionary,  under 
-the  title  Arum. 
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I2th.  Cool  morning,  with  a  little  white  frofl:,  yet  a  pleafant  day.  Set  out 
early,  rowing  up  the  river  again  ;  on  the  fouth  fide,  near  the  bar,  there  are 
fome  very  high  fand-hills,  a  little  above  which  is  the  mouth  of  Don  Pablo's 
creek,  which  runs  towards  the  head  of  the  norch  river,  thac  empties  itfclf  near 
St.  Auguftine  i  'tis  reckoned  about  5  or  6  miles  between  them,  where,  if  a 
good  paflage  was  cut,  and  could  be  kept  open,  there  would  be  a  fine  commu- 
nication from  St.  John's  river  to  the  town,  without  the  hazard  of  going  to 
fea,  and  croffing  two  troublefome  bars  :  Four  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the 
river,  on  the  north  fide,  branches  outr  a  creek,  called  the  Sifters,  from  two 
hammocks  that  are  much  alike  ;  between  them  is  a  paffige  to  Charles-Town 
for  fchooners ;  the  large  (hips  can  come  within  15  miles  of  St.  John's  :  a 
Jittle  above  this,  there  i^  another  little  creek  and  pafTage  to  Charles-Town  ; 
below  which  is  an  ifiand  of  marfli.  Paft  by  Trout-creek,  300  yards  broad, 
fait  to  its  head,  up  which  there  is  good  pins-woods,  and  fine  range  for  cattle, 
with  fome  cyprefs-fwamps;.  oppofice  to  it,  on  the  fouih  fide  of  the  river,  is 
Sjindy-point,  full  of  high  pines,  and  back  very  large  ponds.  We  arrived  at 
Mr.  Davis's  near  night,  and  next  inoming  fet  out  for  Auguftine. 

As  the  lower  part  of  the  river  and  its  branches  are  known,  'tis  needless  ta 
be  more  particular  in  d.fcribingthem* 
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Remarks  on  the  River  St.  John's. 

TH  E  pine-lands,  as  they  are  here  called,  contain  a  variety  of  foil,  ac- 
cording to  their  different  fituations  •,  fome  very  large  fliallow  ponds, 
quite  dry  in  dry  feafons,  but  generally  abounding  with  tall  grafs  ;  fome 
very  excenfive  favannahs,  producing  rank  good  grafs,  as  thick  as  it 
can  grow,  where  great  numbers  of  cattle  may  be  faifed  ;  very  1  fiy  pines, 
and- in  many  places  cyprefs-fwamps,  theJaft  of  which  are  allowed  to  be  excel- 
lent rice-grounds,  if  clay-bottoms  are  within  a  few  feet,  and  a  good  lafting 
ftream  of  water  runs  through  them,  to  drain  and  flow  them  at  pleafure  ;  the 
bay  fwamps  are  frequently  found  in  the  pine-lands,  being  the  general  heads  of 
the  cyprefs-branches  :  This  pine-land,  by  the  help  of  dung  and  cultivation, 
will  produce  good  corn,  potatoes  and  cotton  ;  the  large  palmetto  declining 
ground,  between  the  pines  and  fwainps,  are  moid  and  f-em  rich,  and  per- 
haps will  fuic  both  corn  and  indigo  -,  but  the  (helly  bluffs  feetn  to  be  the  mod 
fertile  fpots  of  high  ground,  and  the  Indians  chief  plantations  for  corn  and 
pumkins :  That  which  is  called  hammocky  ground  is  generally  full  of  la^ge 
evergreen  and  water-oaks,  mixed  with  red-bay  and  magnolia,  and  in  many 
places  the  great  palmetto  or  cabbage-tree  ;  this  is  generally  reckoned  proper 
both  for  corn,  cotton,  and  indigo  :  but  the  marfhes  and  fwamps  (fo  very  cx- 
tenfive  upon  the  river  St.  John's)  are  exceeding  rich,  the  laft  of  which  are 
full  of  larcre  adi,  maple,  and  elm,  being  of  an  unknown  depth  of  rich  mud  j 
fo-are  the  marfhes  on  the  upper  part  of  the  river,  whxh  are  covered  with  wa- 
ter-canes and  reeds,  as  the  lower  marfhes  are  with  rank  grafs  and  weeds  •,  all 
of  which  when  they  are  drained  dry,  will  produce,  in  all  probability,  great 
crops  of  corn  and  indigo,  and  without  much  or  any  draining,  a  fine  increafe 
of  rice  ;  fo  would  the  vafl  cyprefs-fwamps  •,  and  of  the  large  cyprefs  trees 
may  be  made  great  quantities  of  choice  fhingles,  pales,  and  boards,  of  long 
dura. ion  ;  the  prodigious  large  live-oaks  v/ill  make  excellent  flrong  and  dura- 
ble timbers  for  fhipping?,  as' the  tall  flraight  long-leaved  pine  for  mafls  and 
yards,  and  the  others  for  turpentine,  tar,  and  pitch,  as  alfo  for  plank  and 
fcantlings. 
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St.  John's  river,  by  its  near  affinity  to  the  Tea,  Is  well  replenlfhed  with  va- 
riety uf  excellent  fi(h,  as  baf^,  fea-trout,  Ilieep-head,  drums,  mullets,  cats, 
gur,  fturgeon,  ftingrays  -,  and  near  its  mouth,  oyfters,  crabs,  and  Ihrimps, 
fharks  and  porpoifes,  which  doubtlefs  will  continue,  as  there  is  fuch  a  great 
•extent  of  its  waters  in  fo  many  great  lakes,  ponds,  and  branches,  continuing 
both  deep  and  broad  to  near  its  head  ;  its  fliores,  being  generally  fhoal,  are 
full  of  grafs  and  weeds,  and  afford  a  fine  afylum  to  the  young  fry  againfl 
their  devourina  enemies. 


A  Defcription  of  the  Bay  of  Espiritu  Santo. 

TH  E  bay  of  Efpiritu  Santo  is  fituated  on  the  weft  coaft  of  this  pro- 
vince, in  27th  degree  of  north  latitude.  It  has  a  good  harbour,  but 
the  land  all  about  that  coaft  is  very  low,  and  cannot  be  fen  off  a  (hip's  deck, 
when  in  7  fathom  ^waier..-  Several  low  fy\}^  i^"4§  and  qiaf(hes,  covered 
with .  mangrove  bufhes,  lie  before  the  main  land.  Here  is  the  greateft 
quantity  of  filh  in  the  fummer  time  I  ever  faw,  to  be  catched  with  a  faync, 
enough  to  load  a  fiiip,  if  the  climate  would  admit  of  curing  them,  even  in  a 
few  d3ys. 

<.»a  \(>ia  ^  '  '  '  r. 

Here  is  ftone  proper  for  building,  on  this  coaft.  Alfo  great  plenty  of 
deer,  and  fome  wild  catde  ;  but  the  main  land  near  the  coaft  is  in  general 
fandy  and  barren  ;  and  is,  fo  far  as  I  have  feen,  much  like  that  in  North- 
Carolina,  a  pine  barren,  intermixed  in  many  places  with  vallies,  capable  of 
improvement  for  ftock  of  all  forts.  The  bay  and  iflands  before  the  main 
land,  feemed  to  be  the  refortof  many  kinds  of  fea  fowl  and  fifti,  that  at  pro- 
per feafons  you  may  load  your  vefTel  with  eggs,  young  birds,  or  fifh  ;  of  filh 
the  bafs  and  mullet  are  the  chief;  of  birds,  all  the  fpecies  of  fea  gulls,  cranes, 
curlews,  pelicans,  and  fundry  others  whofe  names  I  know  not. 


FINIS. 


ERRATUM. 

Page   5  oF  the  Journal,  (Note  g)  inftead  of  Tagus  Pumilay    read  Fagus 


DIRECTIONS   to    the    BINDER. 

The  Map  of  Eaft-FIorida  to  be  placed  facing  the  Title  Page.  ■ 
The  Plan   of  St.    Augufline  facing  page  7  of  The  Defcription  of  EatH 
Florida. 
Jhe  Plan  of  the  Bay  of  Efpiritu  Santo  facing  page  35  of  tjie  JournaU 
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